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THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


DIRECTOR  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  ARCHIVES 
AND  HISTORY. 


* By  Dunbar  Rowland,  Director. 


Department  of  Archives  and  History, 

Jackson,  Miss.,  October  i,  1904. 

To  General  Stephen  D.  Lee , Bishop  Charles  B.  Galloway , Chan- 
cellor R.  B.  Fulton , Dr.  R.  IV.  Jones , Dr.  Edward  Mayes , Pres- 
ident J.  R.  Preston , Dr.  Franklin  L.  Riley , Prof.  J.  M.  White, 
and  Prof.  G.  H.  Brunson,  Trustees  of  the  Department  of  Ar- 
chives and  History: 

Gentlemen  : I have  the  honor  to  respectfully  submit  herewith 
the  third  annual  administrative  and  financial  report  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Archives  and  History  for  the  year  beginning  October  1, 
1903,  and  ending  October  1,  1904. 

Meeting  of  Board  of  Trustees. 

The  beginning  of  the  administrative  and  financial  year  of  the 
Department  of  Archives  and  History  is  marked  by  a meeting  of  its 
Board  of  Trustees.  The  third  annual  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Hall  of  Fame  in  the  new  Capitol  October  10,  1903,  and  was  a 
significant  event  in  being  the  first  meeting  of  the  Board  which 
was  held  in  the  new  State  House.  Minutes  of  the  business  trans- 
acted follow: 

Minutes,  Second  Annual  Meeting. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  this  day,  Saturday,  October  10,  1903, 
it  being  the  day  fixed  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Department  of  Archives  and  History  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
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sissippi,  for  the  second  annual  meeting,  the  said  Board  met  in  the 
city  of  Jackson,  in  the  Hall  of  Fame,  located  in  the  new  Capitol, 
for  the  purpose  of  transacting  such  business  as  should  come  before 
it,  when  the  following  proceedings  were  had,  to  wit : 

General  Stephen  D.  Lee,  President  of  the  Board,  was  unable  to 
attend,  and  on  motion  of  Dr.  Jones,  Bishop  Galloway  was  called 
to  the  chair  as  presiding  officer,  the  following  members  being  pres- 
ent, answering  to  their  names  at  roll  call,  and  constituting  a quo- 
rum: Bishop  Charles  B.  Galloway,  Dr.  R.  W.  Jones,  President 
J.  R.  Preston,  Dr.  Franklin  L.  Riley  and  Prof.  G.  H.  Brunson. 

A motion  to  hear  the  annual  report  of  the  Director  was  made 
and  adopted;  whereupon  a full  and  exhaustive  report  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Department  from  October  I,  1902,  to  October 
1,  1903,  was  submitted. 

After  the  submission  of  said  report  by  the  Director,  it  was,  on 
motion,  received,  approved  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  an  edition 
of  one  thousand  copies,  for*  free  distribution. 

The  official  terms  of  Bishop  Galloway,  Dr.  Riley  and  Judge 
Kimbrough  expiring  January  1,  1904,  the  election  of  their  success- 
ors was  in  order.  All  members  present  having  voted,  and  the  vote 
having  been  counted,  it  was  announced  by  the  Chair  that  Dr.  Ed- 
ward Mayes,  Dr.  Franklin  L.  Riley  and  Bishop  Charles  B.  Gallo- 
way had  been  elected  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Department  of  Archives  and  History  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
for  a term  of  six  years,  beginning  January  1,  1904,  and  ending 
January  1,  1910. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Board  was  instructed  to  send  in  the  names 
of  the  members  elect  to  the  January  meeting  of  the  Senate  for  con- 
firmation. 

Dr.  R.  W.  Jones  then  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  adopted : 

“Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Board  of  Tmsrees  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Archives  and  History  that  the  Official  and  Statistical  Register  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  which  the  Director  of  said  Department  is  required 
to  prepare,  should  be  published  as  other  official  reports  of  . State  Depart- 
ments are  published. 

“Resolved,  That  the  tenative  outline  of  said  Register,  which  has  been 
submitted  to  the  Board  in  the  report  of  Director  Dunbar  Rowland  be 
adopted,  and  he  be  authorized  to  make  publication  in  accordance  there- 
with. 
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“Resolved,  That  General  Stephen  D.  Lee,  Dr.  Edward  Mayes,  Prof.  G.  H. 
Brunson  and  Director  Dunbar  Rowland  be  a committee  to  solicit,  accept, 
or  reject  portraits  for  the  Hall  of  Fame,  it  being  understood  that  said 
Hall  is  intended  for  portraits  of  distinguished  Mississippians,  or  those 
presented  by  Mississippians ; the  term  of  said  committee  being  one  year. 

“ Resolved , That  in  the  event  the  next  Legislature  appropriates  twenty- 
five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Department  of 
Archives  and  History,  the  salary  of  the  Assistant  be  fixed  at  seven  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars  per  annum,  beginning  January  i,  1904.” 

The  following  members  of  the  Board  were  recommended  to 
the  President  for  appointment  as  Mississippi  Historical  Commis- 
sioners, the  Director  of  the  Department  of  Archives  and  History 
being  ex  officio  Chairman  of  the  Commission : Bishop  Charles  B. 
Galloway,  Dr.  Edward  Mayes,  Dr.  Franklin  L.  Riley  and  Prof. 
J.  M.  White;  term  of  service  one  year.  The  President  made  the 
appointment  as  recommended. 

Bishop  Charles  B.  Galloway,  Dr.  Edward  Mayes  and  Dr. 
Franklin  L.  Riley  were  appointed  by  the  President  members  of  the 
Executive  Committee  for  a term  of  two  years,  beginning  January 
1,  1904,  and  ending  January  1,  1906. 

The  Director  was  instructed  to  visit  Washington  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  investigations  in  the  Departments  for  Mississippi 
territorial  archives,  and  to  make  a special  investigation  into  the 
extent  of  Mississippi  Confederate  rolls  on  file  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment. 

The  Director  then  submitted  an  Act  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Department  for  1904  and  1905,  and  for  other  purposes,  to  be  intro- 
duced at  the  January  session  of  the  Legislature,  which  was  en- 
dorsed and  approved. 

General  Stephen  D.  Lee  was  requested  to  communicate  to  Gen- 
eral B.  V.  White,  Meridian,  Miss.,  the  resolution  of  the  Board 
relative  to  portraits  for  the  Hall  of  Fame,  in  reply  to  a memorial 
from  Walthall  Camp,  No.  25,  U.  C.  V.,  which  was  presented  by 
Dr.  Franklin  L.  Riley. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  Board  it  adjourned 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  President. 

Charles  B.  Galloway, 

President  pro  tern. 

Dunbar  Rowland, 

Secretary . 


l1\-  ■ 


Called  Meeting  of  Board. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  at  a meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Department  of  Archives  and  History  called  by  General 
Stephen  D.  Lee,  President,  and  held  in  the  Hall  of  Fame  of  said 
Department  January  8,  1904,  the  following  proceedings  were  held, 
to  wit : 

Present,  General  Stephen  D.  Lee,  Bishop  Charles  B.  Galloway, 
President  J.  R.  Preston,  Dr.  Franklin  L.  Riley  and  Prof.  G.  H. 
Brunson,  five  members,  which  constitute  a quorum. 

The  Director  of  the  Department  of  Archives  and  History  sub- 
mitted an  Act  for  the  maintenance  of  said  Department  for  the 
years  1904  and  1905,  and  for  issuing  the  publications  of  the  De- 
partment and  of  the  Mississippi  Historical  Society  for  same  years, 
which  was  approved,  said  Act  being  in  the  following  terms,  to  wit : 

CHAPTER  38. 

S.  B.  No.  73- 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Department  of  Archives  and 
History,  to  provide  for  its  publications,  to  repeal  Section  7,  Chapter  52, 
Laws  of  1902,  and  to  aid  the  Mississippi  Historical  Society  in  issuing  its 
future  publications  and  distributing  same. 

APPROPRIATION  FOR  DEPARTMENT  OF  ARCHIVES  AND  HISTORY. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi , 
That  the  following  sums,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated  out  of  any  funds  in  the  State  treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Department  of  Archives  and  History,  for  issuing  its  pub- 
lications, and  to  aid  the  Mississippi  Historical  Society  in  issuing  future 


publications  and  distributing  same : 

Salary  of  Director  for  1904 $1,800  00 

Salary  of  Director  for  1905 1,800  00 

Maintenance  of  the  Department  for  1904 2,500  00 

Maintenance  of  the  Department  for  1905 2,500  00 

Traveling  expenses  of  the  Director  for  1904 300  00 

Traveling  expenses  of  the  Director  for  1905 300  00 

Printing  and  distributing  publications  of  the  Historical  Society 

for  1904 1,000  00 

Printing  and  distributing  Mississippi  Archives  by  the  Department 

of  Archives  and  History  for  1905 1,000  00 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  PUBLICATIONS. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  said  Director  of  the  Department  of  Archives  and 
History  shall  deliver  five  hundred  copies  of  each  edition  of  Archives  pub- 
lished by  said  Department  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Historical 
Society  for  distribution  to  members  of  said  Society  and  for  other  purposes. 

Sec.  3.  That  Section  7,  Chapter  52,  of  the  Laws  of  i902r  is  hereby 
repealed. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  annual  report  of  the  Director  be  paid  for  as  is  other 
public  printing  and  binding. 

Sec.  5.  That  the  Auditor  is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  warrants  for 
the  payment  of  the  above  sums  upon  application  of  the  Director  of  the 
Department  of  Archives  and  History,  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Mississippi 
Historical  Society,  accompanied  by  proper  vouchers  when  the  same  is 
approved  by  the  Governor. 

Provided,  that  the  sums  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  Department  of 
Archives  and  History  be  used,  solely  for  that  purpose,  and  that  the  sums 
appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  Mississippi  Historical  Society  be  used 
solely  for  that  purpose. 

Sec.  6.  That  this  Act  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
passage. 

Approved  March  10,  1904. 

A rule  was  adapted,  providing  that  sales  of  Mississippi  Ar- 
chives shall  be  confined  to  the  five  hundred  copies,  which,  under 
the  provision  of  Section  2 of  the  above  Act,  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Historical  Society  as  the  property 
of  said  Society,  and  that  there  shall  be  no  free  distribution  of  Mis- 
sissippi Archives,  as  published  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
law,  except  for  exchange  purposes. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  the  Board  it  adjourned. 

Stephen  D.  Lee, 

President. 

Dunbar  Rowland, 

Secretary. 

Apartments  in  New  Capitol. 

At  the  time  of  the  last  annual  report  the  allotment  of  apart- 
ments for  the  use  of  the  Department  of  Archives  and  History  had 
not  been  completed.  A suitable  office  had  been  set  apart,  in  which 
the  daily  work  of  the  Department  could  be  carried  on,  and  a beau- 
tiful hall  had  been  dedicated  as  a memorial  to  the  great  men  of 
Mississippi,  which  was  designated  “The  Hall  of  Fame.”  No  suit- 
able place  had  been  provided  for  the  rich  and  valuable  collection 
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of  archives,  which  had  been  placed  in  the  keeping  of  the  Depart- 
ment. It  was  stated  in  the  last  report  that  “the  beautiful  hall, 
located  on  the  first  floor  in  the  extreme  western  end  of  the  new 
Capitol  is  an  ideal  place  for  a library  of  Mississippi  history.  The 
room  has  not  yet  been  assigned,  and  I would  suggest  that  a com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  request  that  it  be  given  to  this  Department 
to  be  used  as  a Hall  of  History.” 

A short  time  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Board  Bishop  Gal- 
loway and  the  Director  went  before  the  Capitol  Commission  and 
asked  that  the  room,  which  has  been  described,  be  set  apart  as  a 
Hall  of  History.  The  request  was  granted  by  the  Commission, 
and  the  Department  now  has  ample  rooms  in  which  to  pursue  its 
varied  activities. 

Mississippi  Archives  in  Washington. 

According  to  the  instructions  of  the  Board,  in  December,  I 
made  a visit  to  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  pursuing  investiga- 
tions in  the  various  departments  of  the  National  Government,  with 
a view  of  locating  certain  records  of  Mississippi  Territory,  which 
were  transmitted  to  the  authorities  in  Washington  during  the  time 
extending  from  1798  to  1817.  Some  of  these  records  seem  to 
have  been  lost  from  the  State  Archives,  and  it  was  thought  that 
copies  of  the  originals  might  be  secured  at  the  National  Capitol. 
Another  purpose  of  the  visit  was  to  make  a careful  investigation 
of  the  Mississippi  Confederate  rolls,  which  are  on  file  in  the  War 
Department. 

While  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  National  Government  to 
carefully  preserve  all  important  records,  equal  care  has  not  been 
taken  to  make  them  accessible  to  investigators,  and  the  search  for 
historical  materials  can  only  be  carried  on  under  very  unsatisfac- 
tory and  difficult  conditions.  Such  conditions  exist  in  all  the  de- 
partments with  the  exception  of  the  Library  of  Congress  and  the 
Department  of  War. 

I succeeded,  however,  after  persistent  searches,  in  finding  a 
large  number  of  Mississippi  documents  in  the  State,  Treasury, 
War  and  Interior  Departments,  consisting  of  writings  from  Gov- 
ernors of  the  Territory,  quarterly  reports  from  the  Territorial  Sec- 
retaries, Acts  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  and  military  rolls  and 
reports. 
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There  are  on  file  in  the  War  Department  about  forty-five  hun- 
dred rolls  of  Mississippi  Confederate  soldiers.  All  records  of  the 
Confederate  Government,  which  were  captured  by  the  Federal 
army  at  the  fall  of  Richmond,  have  been  carefully  preserved  and 
are  filed  away  in  a large  archive  room  in  the  Department  of  War, 
Record  and  Pension  Division.  That  division  is  in  charge  of  Gen- 
eral F.  C.  Ainsworth,  who  has  perfected  an  unusually  good  system 
for  the  arrangement  and  classification  of  records. 

No  investigation  can,  however,  be  made  in  the  division  that  is 
not  carried  on  by  an  employe  of  the  War  Department,  and  that 
seemingly  inflexible  rule  practically  seals  up  the  Confederate  rec- 
ords to  investigators,  who  wish  to  make  extensive  search  for  his- 
torical material  relative  to  the  Confederacy.  The  same  rule 
doubtless  applies  to  all  other  records.  While  the  rule  may  work 
well  in  protecting  valuable  historical  archives  from  idle  curiosity, 
it  at  the  same  time  makes  very  difficult  the  work  of  historical  stu- 
dents and  investigators.  Through  the  courtesy  of  General  Ains- 
worth I was  enabled  to  make  the  rough  estimate  of  the  number  of 
Mississippi  Confederate  rolls  on  file  in  his  division,  which  is  given 
above. 

Roster  of  Confederate  Soldiers. 

One  of  the  most  important  activities  of  the  Department  is  its 
work  in  collecting  rolls  of  Mississippi  Confederate  soldiers*  for 
the  roster  which  is  being  prepared  for  publication  by  the  War  De- 
partment. The  work  has  been  systematically  organized,  and  has 
the  endorsement  and  active  co-operation  of  the  United  Confed- 
erate Veterans  of  the  Mississippi  Division. 

The  Confederate  History  Commission  has  its  representatives  in 
every  county  in  the  State,  and  the  county  commissioners  have 
been  actively  engaged  in  the  collection  of  Confederate  history  ma- 
terial during  the  past  year.  About  one  hundred  rolls  of  compa* 
nies  have  been  collected  since  the  last  report. 

In  order  that  the  work  of  the  Commission  might  be  better  un 
derstood  the  following  circular  letter  of  instructions  was  sent  out 
from  the  Department : 

To  Confederate  History  Commissioners: 

Every  Southern  State  is  actively  engaged  in  collecting  official  rolls  of 
Confederate  organizations  to  be  used  in  “The  Roster  of  Union  and  Con- 
federate Armies,”  which  is  being  compiled  by  the  National  Government. 
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The  movement  for  that  publication  originated  in  the  Mississippi  Department 
of  Archives  and  History,  which  is  now  engaged  in  collecting  all  official 
Mississippi  rolls  in  official  or  private  repositories  throughout  the  State. 

To  aid  the  Department  in  its  work,  a Confederate  History  Commission 
has  been  organized  by  the  United  Confederate  Veterans  of  Mississippi, 
consisting  of  four  members  from  the  State  at  large,  one  from  ,each  Con- 
gressional District,  and  one  from  each  county.  This  Commission  was  ap- 
pointed by  General  Robert  Lowry,  Commander  of  the  Mississippi  Division 
U.  C.  V.,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  resolutions  which  were  passed 
at  the  annual  reunion  at  Jackson. 

In  order  that  the  work  may  be  thoroughly  organized  and  understood 
this  information  circular  is  issued. 

Duties  of  Commission. 

1.  To  enlist  the  active  aid  and  co-operation  of  every  patriotic  organiza^ 
tion  in  the  various  counties,  by  holding  a joint  meeting,  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  ways  and  means  for  accomplishing  the  work. 

2.  To  enlist  the  aid  of  county  newspapers  in  giving  the  widest  pub- 
licity to  the  aims  and  objects  of  the  Commission. 

3.  To  collect  and  transmit  as  rapidly  as  possible: 

(a)  Official  rolls  of  Confederate  organizations.  These  rolls,  to  he  used 
by  the  National  Government,  must  have  been  made  out  by  some  officer  of 
the  Company  during  his  term  of  service  and  while  acting  in  an  official 
capacity. 

(b)  Military  orders  or  correspondence,  maps,  drawings,  diaries  of 
soldiers,  newspaper  clippings  and  scrapbooks. 

(c)  Relics,  swords,  uniforms,  military  equipment  and  flags. 

(d)  Photographs  of  officers,  or  privates,  and  pictures  of  battle-fields, 
or  other  places  of  historical  interest. 

(e)  All  articles  connected  with  historical  events  growing  out  of  the 
war. 

(f)  Unofficial  Company  rolls,  of  a reliable  character,  will  be  useful  in 
the  event  an  official  roll  cannot  be  obtained. 

Suggested  Sources  of  Information. 

In  order  that  a thorough  search  shall  be  made  it  is  suggested  that 
searches  and  investigations  be  conducted  through : 

1.  Local  records  of  Confederate  Veterans’  Camps. 

2.  County  Clerk’s  offices. 

3.  Local  public  and  private  libraries. 

4.  Old  papers  of  veterans  or  their  descendants. 

Roll  of  Surviving  Mississippi  Veterans. 

Historical  data,  prepared  by  surviving  veterans,  will  be  of  very  great 
value  to  the  future  historian.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Department  of 
Archives  and  History  to  prepare  a complete  historical  roll  of  Mississippi 
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Confederate  veterans  now  living,  the  names  being  furnished  by  the  Com- 
missioner from  each  county.  Confederate  Military  Service  Blanks  will  be 
sent  out  to  the  County  Commissioners,  who  will  distribute  them.  Blanks 
may  be  procured  on  application  to  this  Department,  in  case  the  supply  in 
the  hands  of  the  County  Commissioners  has  been  exhausted.  The  cor- 
rectness and  completeness  of  this  roll  will  depend  largely  on  the  interest 
and  zeal  of  the  Commissioners , which  should  be  aided  by  a willingness  on 
the  part  of  veterans  to  assist  in  every  possible  way. 

The  roll  from  each  county  should  contain  name,  Company,  Regiment 
and  present  post-office  address  of  every  veteran  who  resides  therein. 

The  success  of  the  undertaking  is  sure,  if  every  veteran  to  whom  a 
Blank  is  sent  acts  promptly,  by  giving  the  desired  information,  and  trans- 
mitting it  at  once  to  this  Department. 

In  case  all  questions  which  appear  on  the  Blank  cannot  be  accurately 
answered  by  reason  of  lapse  of  time,  it  is  still  desirable  that  all  facts,  about 
which  memory  is  clear,  should  be  given. 

The  Department  of  Archives  and  History  solicits  the  active  co-operation 
of  all  patriotic  citizens  in  aid  of  this  highly  important  work. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Dunbar  Rowland,  Director. 

Jackson,  Miss.,  July  25,  1904. 


APPENDIX  A. 

Resolutions  of  the  United  Confederate  Veterans. 

“Whereas,  The  Congress  of  the  United  States,  at  its  recent  session, 
made  special  provision  for  the  compilation  and  publication  of  a complete 
roster  of  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  both  Union  and  Confederate  Armies, 
and, 

“Whereas,  Said  legislation  was  introduced  at  the  instance  of  a Mis- 
sissippi State  official,  and  offered  and  urged  by  the  Mississippi  Senators, 
and  in  order  that  a formal  expression  of  the  appreciation  of  the  United 
Confederate  Veterans  of  Mississippi  of  the  broad  and  patriotic  action  of 
the  general  government  be  made,  be  it 

“ Resolved , 1st.  That  the  United  Confederate  Veterans,  in  annual  re- 
union assembled,  extend  our  thanks  to  Secretary  of  War  Root,  who  recom- 
mended the  publication,  to  Senators  McLaurin  and  Money  and  the  Mis- 
sissippi members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  who  urged  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  to  Director  Dunbar  Rowland,  of  the  Department  of 
Archives  and  History,  who  placed  the  plan  before  the  War  Department  by 
a special  visit  to  Washington. 

“ Resolved , 2d.  That  we  urge  upon  all  Confederate  veterans  from 
Mississippi  the  importance  of  making  every  effort  to  assist  the  Depart- 
ment of  Archives  and  History  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  in  its  efforts 
to  make  the  record  of  Mississippi  soldiers  complete. 
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“Resolved,  3d.  That  the  Commander  of  this  Division  appoint  three 
Confederate  veterans  from  the  State  at  large,  one  from  each  Congressional 
District,  and  one  from  each  county,  to  be  known  as  the  Confederate 
History  Commission  of  Mississippi,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  aid  in  every 
possible  way  in  the  collection  of  historical  material  relative  to  the  Con- 
federate soldiers  of  Mississippi,  such  as  rosters,  muster  and  pay  rolls, 
diaries,  swords,  flags,  and  military  orders,  which  are  to  be  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Archives  and  History. 

“Resolved,  4th.  That  General  Robert  Lowry  be  made  Chairman  of  the 
Confederate  History  Commission  of  Mississippi.” 


APPENDIX  B. 

Confederate  History  Commission. 

Members  from  State  at  Large. 

Robert  Lowry,  Jackson. 

Stephen  D,  Lee,  Columbus. 

R.  W.  Jones,  University. 

Edward  Mayes,  Jackson. 

Members  from  Congressional  Districts. 

R.  E.  Houston,  Aberdeen. 

J.  B.  Boothe,  Sardis. 

S.  R.  Coleman,  Greenwood. 

J.  R.  Binford,  Duck  Hill. 

S.  B.  Watts,  Meridian. 

J.  P.  Carter,  Hattiesburg. 

J.  S.  Spencer,  Port  Gibson. 

H.  Clay  Sharkey,  Jackson. 

Members  from  Counties. 

Adams — Fred  J.  V.  LeCand,  Natchez. 

Alcorn — G.  W.  Bynum,  Corinth. 

Amite — C.  H.  Frith,  Bates  Mill. 

Attala — J.  M.  Fletcher,  Kosciusko. 

Benton — J.  J.  Hicks,  Tippah. 

Bolivar — J.  W.  Mason,  Benoit. 

Calhoun — T.  M.  Murphree,  Pittsboro. 

Carroll — W.  F.  Hamilton,  Carrollton. 

Chickasaw — Samuel  Wilson,  Van  Vleet. 

Choctaw — J.  J.  Carter,  French  Camp. 

Claiborne — R.  A.  Owen,  Port  Gibson. 

Clarke — G.  L.  Donald.  Quitman. 

Clay— W.  H.  Hill,  West  Point. 
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Coahoma — J.  S.  Simmons,  Clarksdale. 
Copiah — W.  J.  Rea,  Martinsville. 
Covington — P.  Fairley,  Jackson. 

DeSoto — T.  C.  Dockery,  Nesbit. 

Franklin — E.  C.  Adams,  Meadville. 

Greene — Daniel  McLeod,  Leakesville. 
Grenada — J.  S.  King,  Grenada. 

Hancock — W.  A.  Dill,  Dillville. 

Harrison — M.  G.  May,  Pass  Christian. 
Hinds — W.  Calvin  Wells,  Jackson. 
Holmes — C.  Oltenburg,  Lexington. 
Issaquena — J.  M.  Chilton,  Mayersville. 
Itawamba — J.  F.  Hutson,  Tremont. 
Jackson — Edgar  Hull,  Scranton. 

Jasper — E.  A.  White,  Heidelberg. 
Jefferson — J.  W.  Broughton,  Rodney. 
Jones — R.  M.  Sanders,  Sandersville. 
Kemper — Redden  McCoy,  Kipling. 
Lafayette — R.  M.  Leavell,  University. 
Lauderdale — H.  M.  Street,  Meridian. 
Lawrence — G.  A.  Teunisson,  Monticello. 
Leake — D.  F.  Cadenhead,  Carthage. 

Lee: — Janies  Kincannon,  Verona. 

Leflore — L.  P.  Yerger,  Greenwood. 
Lincoln — R.  R.  Applewhite,  Brookhaven. 
Lowndes — E.  T.  Sykes,  Columbus. 
Madison — A.  Purviance,  Canton. 

Marion — Z.  S.  Goss,  Columbia. 

Marshall — J.  B.  Mattison,  Holly  Springs. 
Monroe — Baxter  McFarland,  Aberdeen. 
Montgomery — C.  H.  Campbell,  Winona. 
Neshoba — Frank  M.  Ross,  Cushtusa. 
Newton — John  Blakeley,  Newton. 
Noxubee — H.  A.  Minor,  Macon. 
Oktibbeha — A.  J.  Halbert,  Crawford.- 
Panola — E.  S.  Walton,  Sardis. 

Pearl  River— J.  M.  Shivers,  Poplarville. 
Perry — W.  H.  Hardy,  Hattiesburg. 

Pike — J.  J.  White,  McComb  City. 
Pontotoc — T.  F.  Herron,  Pontotoc. 
Prentiss — L.  P.  Reynolds,  Booneville. 
Quitman — J.  A.  Cooper,  Belen. 

Rankin — Patrick  Henry,  Brandon. 

Scott — C.  B.  Haddon,  Steel. 

Sharkey — J.  C.  Hall,  Anguilla. 

Simpson — L.  A.  McCaskill,  Magee. 
Smith — W.  W.  Pittman,  Raleigh. 
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Sunflower — W.  S.  Chapman,  Indianola. 

Tallahatchie — W.  M.  Steele,  Charleston. 

Tate — T.  P.  Hill,  Senatobia. 

Tippah — John  Y.  Murry,  Ripley. 

Tishomingo — G.  P.  Hammerly,  Iuka. 

Tunica — H.  T.  Tucker,  Clayton. 

Union — C.  S.  Robertson,  New  Albany. 

Warren — J.  S.  McNeely,  Vicksburg. 

Washington — W.  W.  Stone,  Greenville. 

Wayne — M.  L.  McRae,  Waynesboro. 

Webster — W.  F.  Rowell,  Eupora. 

Wilkinson — J.  H.  Jones,  Woodville. 

Winston — J.  H.  Cornwell,  Cornwell. 

Yalobusha — J.  Mel  Smith,  Coffeeville. 

Yazoo — Robert  Bowman,  Yazoo  City. 

Military  Service  Blanks. 

In  the  course  of  only  a few  years  it  will  be  too  late  to  gathei 
historical  material  from  surviving  Confedeiate  soldiers.  It  is  the 
policy  of  the  Department  to  secure  a written  statement  in  which 
shall  be  given  a record  of  military  service  from  every  surviving 
Mississippi  Confederate  veteran.  With  that  end  in  view  ten  thou- 
sand of  the  following  Military  Service  Blanks  are  being  sent  out : 

STATE  OF  MISSISSIPPI, 

DEPARTMENT  OF  ARCHIVES  AND  HISTORY. 

Jackson,  Mississippi. 

Dunbar  Rowland,  Director. 

CONFEDERATE  MILITARY  SERVICE  MEMORANDA. 

IN  REFERENCE  TO 


(Full  Name,  not  Initials.) 

EXPLANATORY  NOTE. 

The  Department  of  Archives  and  History  is  collecting,  through  the 
Confederate  History  Commission,  data  relative  to  the  military  service  of 
surviving  Confederate  veterans.  Accuracy  and  care  should  be  exercised  in 
filling  out  the  blanks  which  follow.  The  facts  given  will  form  the  basis 
for  future  historical  work.  When  in  doubt  about  a statement  of  fact  do  not 
attempt  to  give  it.  Please  u c ink.  Return  to  Department  of  Archives 
and  History,  Jackson,  Mississippi. 
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i.  Full  name  and  post-office.  (Do  not  use  initials.)  If  officer,  give 
rank  in  Company,  Regiment,  or  Brigade 


2.  Company  in  which  enlisted,  original  name,  official  designation  after 
joining  Regiment 


3.  County,  city,  town  or  community  from  which  Company  was  en- 
listed. Officer  receiving  Company  into  service 


4.  Place  and  date  of  enlistment,  length  of  active  service,  parole 


5.  Regiment  to  which  Company  was  assigned,  when,  where,  Infantry, 
Artillery,  or  Cavalry 


6.  Names  of  Company  Commissioned  Officers,  1861  to  1865, 


7.  Names  of  Company  Non-commissioned  Officers,  1861  to  1865 


8.  Names  of  Companies  in  Regiment,  original  names,  names  after 
joining  Regiment,  Captains  of  each 


9.  Names  of  Regimental  Officers,  1861  to  1865 


10.  Original  strength  of  Company,  names  of  private  soldiers  which  are 
remembered  accurately.  (Attach  additional  pages  this  size  if  necessary.) 


11.  List  of  battles  in  which  Company  engaged,  killed,  wounded  and 
captured  in  each ; strength  of  when  paroled ; incidents  of  camp  life  or 
battle-field,  gallantry  or  heroism  or  other  data  of  interest.  (Attach  pages 
size  of  this  if  necessary.) 


The  foregoing  data  was  prepared  by 


(Name) 


Date 


(Address) 
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Legislation,  Appropriations. 

The  first  two  years,  or  trial  periods,  of  every  new  undertaking 
are  generally  used  to  test  its  value  and  usefulness.  In  urging  the 
establishment  of  the  Department  of  Archives  and  History,  its  ad- 
vocates stated  openly  and  frankly  that  if  it  did  not,  .to  use  an  ex- 
pression of  the  day,  “make  good,”  or  demonstrate  its  right  to  be, 
then  abolish  it.  Only  a modest  appropriation  was  asked  at  the 
hands  of  the  Legislature  of  1902,  with  the  understanding  that  if 
the  historical  work  proved  worthy  and  effective,  the  appropria- 
tions for  its  support  and  maintenance  should  be  increased  by  the 
Legislature  of  1904. 

The  needs  of  the  Department  were  carefully  investigated  by  the 
Board  at  the  October  meeting,  preceding  the  January  session  of 
the  Legislature,  and  an  Act  was  drawn,  the  terms  of  which  appear 
on  a preceding  page  of  this  report.  The  Act  was  introduced  in 
the  Senate  early  in  the  session  by  Hon.  E.  H.  Moore,  of  the  Thir- 
tieth District,  and  was  placed  on  the  calendar  as  Senate  Bill  No. 
73.  It  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  for  consideration 
and  report.  Bishop  Galloway,  as  the  representative  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  and  the  Director  were  courteously  invited  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  Hon.  L.  J.  Farley,  to  appear  before 
it  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  on  the  progress  of  the  historical 
work  of  the  State  and  its  future  needs. 

We  had  the  honor  of  appearing  before  the  full  committee.  The 
most  careful  consideration  to  the  legislation  asked  was  given,  and 
a unanimous  report  was  made  to  the  Senate  “that  the  bill  do  pass 
without  amendment.”  It  was  passed  by  the  Senate,  was  at  once 
sent  to  the  House,  .where  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations, which  made  a unanimously  favorable  report,  was 
passed  by  the  House  and  received  the  approval  of  the  Governor, 
March  10,  1904.  The  liberality  of  the  Legislative  and  Executive 
Departments  has  placed  the  Department  on  a firm,  effective  basis, 
and  was  a most  gratifying  endorsement  of  its  establishment  and 
activities. 

Confirmation  of  Trustees. 

As  required  by  law  the  election  of  members  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  this  Department  was  submitted  to  the  Senate.  The 
following  official  communication  on  that  subject  was  received  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Board : 
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Senate  Chamber,  Jackson,  Miss.,  February  20,  1904. 
“To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Department  of 

Archives  and  History: 

I am  instructed  to  report  that  the  Senate  has  this  day  advised 
and  consented  to  the  appointment  of  the  following  named  gentle- 
men to  be  Trustees  of  said  Board  for  a term  of  six  years,  begin- 
ning January  1,  1904,  viz.:  Messrs.  Charles  B.  Galloway,  Edward 
Mayes  and  Franklin  L.  Riley. 

Respectfully, 

John  Y.  Murry,  Jr., 

Secretary. 

Ban  of  secrecy  removed. 

Publication  of  Mississippi  Archives . 

Under  this  head  it  was  stated  in  the  last  report  of  the  Depart- 
ment that  “the  publication  of  the  official  archives  of  the  State  is 
regarded  as  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  it  is  the  purpose  of 
the  Department  in  the  future  to  publish  important  historical 
papers,  which  shall  serve  as  valuable  source  material  for  investi- 
gators and  students.  Some  idea  of  the  scope  of  such  suggested 
publications  will  be  gained  from  the  following  tentative  outline : 

1.  Charters,  organic  acts,  proclamations  and  constitutions  from 
the  Spanish  dominion  to  the  present. 

2.  Spanish  archives  at  Madrid,  Simancas,  Seville,  Natchez  and 
Mobile,  dealing  with  the  settlement  and  government  of  what  is 
now  the  State  of  Mississippi,  1507  to  1813. 

3.  French  archives  at  Paris,  relative  to  occupation  and  settle- 
ment, 1699  to  1783. 

4.  English  archives  on  file  in  the  Public  Record  Office  in  Lon- 
don, connected  with  English  dominion,  1763  to  1783. 

5.  National  archives  in  Washington  dealing  with  the  occupa- 
tion and  government  of  the  United  States,  1798  to  1817. 

6.  Territorial  and  State  archives  on  file  in  this  Department, 
1798  to  1904. 

(a)  Governor’s  Executive  Journals. 

( b ) Messages  of  Mississippi  Governors. 

( c ) Report  of  Historical  Commission. 
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( d ) Military  records.  This  publication  should  contain  the 
records  of  Mississippi  soldiers  in  the  war  of  1812,  Indian  wars, 
Texas  war  for  independence,  Mexican  war,  war  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  Confederate  States  and  the  Spanish-American 

war. 

Territorial  Archives , Sargent's  and  Claiborne’s  Journals. 

A fund  of  one  thousand  dollars  has  been  provided  by  the  Legis- 
lature for  the  publication  of  Mississippi  archives,  which  will  be 
available  January  1,  1905.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  Department  to 
begin,  during  the  coming  year,  the  publication  of  the  Executive 
Journals  of  Mississippi,  and  the  Journals  of  Governor  Winthrop 
Sargent  and  Governor  William  C.  C.  Claiborne  are  now  being  pre- 
pared for  the  printer. 

The  publication  of  official  archives  by  the  Department  of  Ar- 
chives and  History  will  be  arranged  in  three  broad  series : 

1.  Provincial  archives,  or  those  documents  which  deal  with 
the  dominion  of  Spain,  France  and  England  from  1507  to  1813. 

2.  Territorial  archives,  which  deal  with  the  period  between 
1798  and  1817. 

3.  State  archives,  from  1817  to  date. 

The  logical  course  of  publication  would  be  in  the  order  named, 
but  on  account  of  the  Territorial  archives  being  immediately  avail- 
able the  publication  of  the  second  series  will  be  first  made. 

The  provincial  archives  of  Mississippi  are  in  Madrid,  Siman- 
eas,  Seville,  Paris,  London  and  Washington,  and  it  is  the  purpose 
of  the  Department  to  inaugurate  an  investigation  of  that  valuable 
material  during  the  coming  year. 

Contents  of  Sargent’s  Journal. 

A table  of  contents  of  Governor  Sargent’s  Journal,  in  view  of 
its  early  publication,  will  be  valuable  and  appears  in  the  appendix. 

Official  and  Statistical  Register. 

The  Official  and  Statistical  Register  of  Mississippi,  provision 
for  which  was  made  in  the  Act  of  Establishment  by  Section  5,  has 
been  published  in  an  edition  of  one  thousand  copies,  nine  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  of  which  were  bound  in  cloth,  fifty  in  half  Mo- 
rocco and  twelve  in  full  Morocco.  It  consists  of  six  hundred  and 
ninety-four  pages,  and  as  to  contents  is  divided  into  five  parts : 
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Part  I contains  the  Organic  Acts  of  Mississippi,  Constitutions, 
lists  of  members  of  Constitutional  Conventions  and  first  law  of 
Mississippi  Territory;  Part  II  contains  an  outline  history  of  the 
State  from  native  dominion  to  the  present  time,  lists  of  Territorial 
and  State  officials  from  1798  to  1904,  members  of  Senate  and 
House  from  1817  to  1904,  and  resources  of  Mississippi;  Part  III 
is  descriptive  and  statistical,  and  contains  sketches  of  the  State’s 
educational  and  eleemosynary  institutions,  lists  of  United  States 
Senators  and  Representatives  from  1801  to  1904,  lists  of  Federal 
officers  in  Mississippi  from  1818  to  1904,  divisions  of  the  State 
into  Congressional  Districts  from  1846  to  1904,  list  of  general 
officers  from  Mississippi  in  the  Confederate  States  Army,  estab- 
lishment and  origin  of  names  of  counties  and  population,  indus- 
trial and  election  statistics ; Part  IV  is  biographical,  and  contains 
data  relative  to  the  Executive,  Legislative  and  Judicial  Depart- 
ments, sketches  of  State  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress and  sketches  of  State  Senators  and  Representatives ; Part  V 
contains  an  historical  sketch  of  the  Capitol  buildings  of  Missis- 
sippi and  the  proceedings  connected  with  laying  the  corner-stone 
of  the  new  Capitol. 

The  Register  is  provided  with  a full  table  of  contents,  lists 
of  illustrations  and  a copious  index.  It  is  also  handsomely  illus- 
trated with  fac  similes  of  historical  documents,  pictures  of  State 
buildings,  flags,  coat  of  arms,  State  flower  in  colors  and  portraits 
of  State  officials. 

The  distribution  of  the  Register  has  been  in  progress  since  the 
books  were  delivered,  and  about  five  hundred  copies  have  been 
sent  out  to  State  officials,  members  of  the  Legislature,  State  libra- 
ries, teachers,  schools/county  officials  and  other  citizens  of  the 
State.  The  book  has  been  received  with  favor,  and  its  publica- 
tion has  greatly  increased  the  popularity  of  the  historical  work, 
which  has  been  undertaken  by  the  State. 

The  only  objection  to  the  Register,  which  has  come  under  the 
notice  of  the  Department,  is  that  its  educational  value  is  too  limit- 
ed, by  reason  of  the  small  edition  of  one  thousand  copies.  It  is 
urged  that  every  teacher,  school  and  family  should  have  a copy, 
which  is  not  possible  under  the  present  law.  The  same  idea  was 
advanced  in  the  last  Legislature,  and  it  is  offered  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Board. 
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In  some  of  the  States  such  publications  are  annuals,  in  others 
they  are  issued  biennially. 

It  is  evident  that  some  change  in  the  law  would  be  desirable, 
two  plans  suggest  themselves,  either  of  which  will  place  the  Reg- 
ister before  a greater  number  of  people.  The  first  is,  increase  the 
edition ; the  second,  provide  for  biennial  publication. 

Hall  of  Fame,  Historical  Portraits. 

The  State’s  Hall  of  Fame,  or  Valhalla,  which  is  consecrated  to 
those  Mississippians  who  have  accomplished  something  for  their 
State  and  country,  has  been  furnished  and  the  portraits  arranged. 
It  is  now  one  of  the  most  interesting  rooms  in  the  new  Capitol. 

All  portraits  which  needed  it  have  been  restored  by  Alexander 
Alaux,  of  New  Orleans,  and  many  of  the  frames  have  been  regild- 
ed. The  following  oil  portraits  were  restored  by  the  artist : Judge 
W.  L.  Sharkey,  Gov.  George  Poindexter,  Judge  C.  P.  Smith, 
Gov.  A.  G.  McNutt,  Judge  Harry  Cage,  Judge  F.  M.  Rogers, 
Judge  E.  G.  Peyton  and  Col.  A.  K.  McClung. 

The  following  new  paintings  have  been  presented  and  added  to 
the  Department’s  collection  of  historical  portraits  since  the  last 
report : 

Gov.  John  A.  Quitman,  presented  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Rosa- 
lie Q.  Duncan,  of  Natchez,  and  other  daughters,  granddaughters 
and  grandsons.  Received  June  23,  1904. 

Gen.  W.  F.  Brantley,  presented  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  J.  W. 
K:\ight,  of  Mobile,  Ala.  Received  January  15,  1904. 

Hon.  Israel  Welch,  presented  by  his  sister.  Miss  Mary  Welch, 
of  Shuqualak,  Miss.  Received  April  10,  1904. 

Judge  Henry  T.  Ellett,  presented  by  his  son,  Dr.  E.  C.  Ellett, 
of  Memphis,  Tenn.  Received  January  23,  1904. 

Gen.  Wirt  Adams,  presented  by  his  son,  Hon.  Wirt  Adams,  of 
Jackson,  Miss.  Received  August  8,  1904. 

Gov.  Robert  Lowry,  presented  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  William 
Henry,  of  Jackson,  Miss.  Received  April  5,  1904. 

Hon.  Otho  R.  Singleton  presented  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Kate 
Singleton  Smith,  of  Asheville,  N.  C.  Received  September  12, 
1904- 

Gen.  W.  F.  Tucker,  presented  bv  his  son.  Dr.  H.  S.  Tucker,  of 
Ellisville,  Miss.  Received  March  it,  1904. 
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Judge  Wiley  P.  Harris,  presented  by  his  son,  Hon.  J.  B.  Har- 
ris, of  Jackson,  Miss.  Received  July  15,  1904. 

Judge  James  T.  Harrison,  presented  by  his  son-in-law,  Gen. 
Stephen  D.  Lee,  his  sons,  Hon.  James  T.  and  Thomas  Harrison, 
and  his  grandson,  Blewett  Lee,  Esq.,  of  Chicago,  and  daughter, 
Miss  Mary  Harrison,  of  Columbus,  Miss.  Received  September 
12,  1904. 

The  total  number  of  portraits  now  in  the  collection  is  forty- 
three,  to  wit : 

Gov.  Winthrop  Sargent,  Judge  Henry  T.  Ellett,  Gen.  Earl  Van 
Dorn,  Gen.  Wirt  Adams,  Judge  E.  G.  Peyton,  Gov.  J.  L.  Alcorn, 
Gov.  A.  G.  McNutt,  Col.  A.  K.  McClung,  Gov.  William  McWil- 
lie,  Judge  W.  L.  Sharkey,  Hon.  Jacob  Thompson,  Gov.  James 
Whitfield,  Judge  F.  M.  Rogers,  Gov.  Robert  Lowry,  Gov.  Charles 
Clark,  Hon.  S.  S.  Prentiss,  Senator  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  Gen.  N.  H. 
Harris,  Hon.  Otho  R.  Singleton,  Secretary  Judah  P.  Benjamin, 
Judge  Wiley  P.  Harris,  Gen.  W.  F.  Tucker,  Judge  J.  F.  Trotter, 
Gen.  Stephen  D.  Lee,  Judge  E.  S.  Fisher,  Gov.  George  Poindex- 
ter, Senator  Powhatan  Ellis,  Judge  Seth  Lewis,  Judge  Alexander 
M.  Clayton,  Gov.  Henry  S.  Foote,  Gen.  W.  T.  Martin,  Hon. 
Thomas  R.  Stockdale,  Gen.  Richard  Griffith,  Gov.  John  A.  Quit- 
man,  Senator  Thomas  B.  Reed,  Judge  Harry  Cage,  Gen.  W.  F. 
Brantley,,  Hon.  Israel  Welch,  President  Jefferson  Davis,  Judge 
J.  A.  P.  Campbell,  Gen.  William  R.  Miles,  Judge  C.  P.  Smith  and 
Judge  James  T.  Harrison. 

The  wall  space  in  the  Hall  of  Fame  is  limited,  and  does  not 
afford  room  for  all  the  portraits,  hence  it  was  necessary  to  devise 
a plan  by  which  they  could  be  displayed.  The  difficulty  was  met 
by  the  purchase  of  easels.  Four  glass  cabinets  have  been  placed 
in  the  hall,  in  which  are  exhibited  historical  manuscripts  and 
relics. 

The  handsome  and  artistic  collection  of  portraits  in  the  Hall 
of  Fame  could  not  be  duplicated  for  ten  thousand  dollars.  These 
works  of  art,  these  educational  forces  of  inestimable  value  have 
been  presented  to  the  State  by  patriotic  and  State-loving  citizens 
of  Mississippi. 

Hall  of  History. 

One  of  the  handsomest  rooms  in  the  Capitol,  and  one  that  is 
admirably  suited  for  the  purpose,  has  been  set  apart  as  a Hall  of 
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Mississippi  History.  All  the  historical  archives  of  the  Depart- 
ment have  been  taken  out  of  the  record  boxes,  where  they  have 
reposed  for  years,  and  placed  in  the  room  of  records,  in  which 
they  may  be  conveniently  arranged  and  classified. 

The  room  has  been  fitted  up  with  filing  cases  and  specially  pre- 
pared letter  files,  which  are  to  be  used  in  making  the  historical 
archives  of  the  State  accessible  to  students  and  investigators. 

In  addition  to  the  official  archives  it  will  be  the  policy  of  the 
Department  to  make  its  Hall  of  History  a repository  for  all  kinds 
of  historical  material,  including: 

1.  All  books,  pamphlets,  leaflets  and  broadsides  and  unofficial 
manuscripts  relating  to  Mississippi,  its  people,  or  any  part  of  its 
political,  educational,  religious  or  economic  history. 

2.  All  Mississippi  public  documents — executive,  judicial  and 
legislative — messages  and  reports. 

3.  All. writings  of  Mississippi  authors,  speeches  and  contro- 
versial pamphlets  of  public  men. 

4.  All  Mississippi  educational  and  religious  literature,  such  as 
journals  of  councils,  conventions,  conferences  and  associations, 
catalogues  and  reports,  magazines  and  newspapers  of  educational 
institutions. 

5.  All  old  and  current  files  of  Mississippi  newspapers  and  other 
periodical  publications. 

6.  Unofficial  manuscripts,  such  as  old  documents  and  private 
letters,  diaries,  journals,  scrap  books  and  other  historical  material 
of  an  unofficial  nature. 

Office  Furnishings. 

In  the  general  appropriation  for  furnishing  the  Capitol  was 
included  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  Department  of 
Archives  and  History.  An  order  for  furniture  to  that  amount  has 
been  given  by  the  Capitol  Commissioners,  which  will  supply  all 
the  immediate  needs  of  the  historical  work. 

Official  Archives,  Extent,  Condition. 

\ During  the  past  year,  in  unpacking  the  fifty  record  cases,  in 
which  have  been  stored  the  valuable  historical  archives  of  the 
State,  a general  view  has  been  taken  of  their  character,  extent  and 
value.  This  preliminary  examination  has  been  very  encouraging, 
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as  it  clearly  shows  that  the  greater  part  of  the  historical  archives 
of  Mississippi  has  been  preserved.  The  confusion  existing  is, 
however,  appalling.  There  are  countless  documents  of  all  kinds, 
conditions  and  dates  mixed  together  in  the  most  mystifying  man- 
ner. This  state  of  confusion  has  arisen  as  the  result  of  the  break- 
ing of  the  packages  in  which  the  greater  portion  of  unbound  doc- 
uments were  originally  tied.  In  boxing  the  records  there  seems 
to  have  been  no  attempt  at  classification  or  arrangement.  The 
records  of  the  territorial  period  are  frequently  found  mixed  with 
those  of  fifty  years  after. 

Territorial  Archives . 

The  territorial  archives  of  Mississippi  have,  fortunately,  been- 
more  carefully  preserved  than  those  of  any  other  period.  The 
territorial  governors,  it  is  evident,  were  industrious  and  careful, 
and  seem  to  have  had  a fondness  for  keeping  executive  journals 
in  which  were  recorded  all  official  correspondence  and  other  writ- 
ings and  proceedings. 

The  archives  of  the  executive  and  legislative  departments  of 
the  territorial  government  are  reasonably  complete  and  consist  of : 

1.  Writings  of  the  Governors. 

2.  Writings  to  the  Governors. 

3.  Journals  of  the  Territorial  Council. 

4.  Journals  of  the  Territorial  House  of  Representatives. 

5.  Acts  of  the  Legislature. 

6.  Reports  of  Committees  of  the  two  Houses. 

7.  Memorials  and  petitions  to  the  Council. 

8.  Memorials  and  petitions  to  the  House. 

The  Executive  Journals  of  Mississippi  Territory  from  1798  to 
1817  are  of  great  value,  not  only  from  a State,  but  from  a national 
view  point,  as  they  deal  very  largely  with  the  relations  existing  be- 
tween the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  that  of  Spain  dur- 
ing that  critical  and  interesting  period  of  our  national  life.  In 
view  of  their  importance,  and  at  the  request  of  historians  and  in- 
vestigators, the  contents  of  these  valuable  journals  have  been  care- 
fully listed  and  appear  as  an  appendix  to  this  report. 
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Journals  of  Gov.  William  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

The  journals  of  Governor  Claiborne  from  November,  1803, 
when  he  left  Natchez  for  New  Orleans  as  one  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  United  States  Government  to  receive  the  Louisiana  Pur- 
chase from  France,  to  1816  are  on  file  in  this  Department.  These 
valuable  records  were  presented  to  the  State  by  Col.  J.  F.  H. 
Claiborne,  the  Mississippi  historian,  and  they  contain  new,  unpub- 
lished and  unknown  material  relative  to  that  important  event.  In 
order  that  the  historical  material  in  these  valuable  records  may 
be  made  accessible,  a list  which  gives  their  contents  appears  in  the 
appendix. 

Unofficial  Archives. 

In  addition  to  the  official  archives  of  Mississippi  there  are  on 
file  in  the  department  large  collections  of  unofficial  archives,  such 
as  letters,  diaries,  pamphlets,  newspaper  files  and  broadsides.  All 
such  material  is  worthy  of  preservation  and  should  be  carefully 
gathered  up,  for  such  collections  furnish  one  of  the  most  valuable 
sources  of  information  for  the  historian.  What  might  be  called  the 
literary  flotsam  and  getsam  of  one  generation  serve  to  make  up 
the  highly  prized  records  of  the  next. 

While  this  class  of  historical  material  will  in  the  future  be 
largely  augmented  by  gifts,  it  will  be  the  policy  of  the  Department 
to  purchase,  if  necessary,  unofficial  records  of  importance.  The 
Department  has  located  several  valuable  collections  of  unofficial 
historical  archives,  which  can  be  had  only  through  purchase. 
These  consist  of  valuable  collections  of  letters,  books,  pamphlets, 
diaries  and  newspaper  files,  some  of  which  extend  as  far  back  as 
the  territorial  period.  By  the  judicious  expenditure  of  small 
sums  of  money  for  Mississippi  books  and  other  material  of  an  un- 
official nature  many  valuable  additions  may  be  made  to  the  De- 
partment’s collections. 

Care  of  Manuscripts. 

It  is  fortunate  that  the  oldest  records  of  the  State  were  writ- 
ten on  paper  of  the  best  and  most  durable  character,  and  that  the 
ink  used  was  of  the  best  quality.  The  care  which  was  exercised  in 
selecting  record  materials  has  been  the  means  of  preserving  for 
this  and  succeeding  generations  the  original  sources  of  our  history. 
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It  is  not  necessary,  therefore,  to  treat  and  repair  many  of  the 
Department’s  archives,  the  only  treatment  which  is  required  being 
smoothing  and  pressing. 

As  a preliminary  step  to  binding,  all  loose  documents  should 
be  classified  chronologically  by  administrations  and  by  depart- 
ments. For  this  arrangement  three  hundred  and  twelve  document 
files  have  been  purchased.  The  files  are  numbered  and  divided 
into  divisions  for  ready  reference. 

Every  volume  of  manuscript  should  be  bound  in  the  best  buck- 
rum  or  canvas,  and  should  have  a carefully  prepared  table  of  con- 
tents and  an  index.  Newspaper  files  should  be  treated  in  the 
same  way. 

Facts  which  are  covered  up  in  a large  volume,  not  indexed,  are 
preserved,  it  is  true,  but  the  work  has  been  done  in  such  a man- 
ner as  to  effectually  hide  the  information  from  the  investigator. 

Publication  of  Special  Documents — Burr  Papers. 

In  addition  to  the  publication  of  the  biennial  series  of  Missis- 
sippi archives,  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  Department  to  publish  in 
its  annual  report,  as  an  appendix,  historical  documents,  which  are 
of  special  interest  and  importance  to  the  public.  Such  documents 
will  not  only  give  the  report  additional  value,  but  will  make  ac- 
cessible to  students  interesting  unpublished  historical  material. 

During  the  past  three  years  there  has  been  a very  decided  re- 
vival of  interest  in  what  has  been  termed  “The  Aaron  Burr  Con- 
spiracy,’’  which  is  due  to  the  investigations  of  Dr.  W.  F.  McCaleb 
and  others,  who  have  discovered  and  published  many  illuminating 
facts  on  that  interesting  subject. 

Since  the  publication  of  McCaleb’s  “Aaron  Burr  Conspiracy” 
the  documentary  history  of  the  arrest  of  Colonel  Burr  by  the  au- 
thorities of  Mississippi  Territory  has  been  discovered  in  the  ar- 
chives of  this  Department.  This  material  has  never  before  been 
accessible  to  investigators,  and  its  publication  in  this  report,  as  an 
appendix,  will  throw  additional  light  on  a subject  about  which 
there  is  such  a diversity  of  opinion.  The  documents  consist  of 
letters  to  and  from  Governor  Cowles  Mead,  military  orders  and 
reports  and  letters  to  and  from  Governor  William  C.  C.  Claiborne, 
of  Louisiana,  and  extracts  from  the  Mississippi  Messenger. 
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County  Records. 

The  records  of  Adams,  Amite,  Claiborne,  Franklin,  Greene, 
Hancock,  Jackson,  Jefferson,  Lawrence,  Marion,  Pike,  Warren 
and  Wayne,  or  the  counties  which  were  organized  during  the  ter- 
ritorial period,  are  the  oldest  county  records  in  Mississippi,  and 
are  valuable  sources  of  information  relative  to  pioneer  days.  In 
some  of  these  counties  the  records  extend  back  to  provincial  times. 

With  the  exception  of  land  records  the  oldest  county  archives 
are  not  in  use,  and  in  many  instances  have  been  boxed  and  stored 
away  in  unused  rooms  of  the  county  court  houses,  where  they  are 
in  constant  danger  of  being  destroyed  by  dampness,  mildew  and 
fire.  It  is  very  important  that  these  valuable  historical  archives 
should  be  collected  and  placed  in  a fire-proof  building. 

There  is  a provision  in  the  law  which  established  this  Depart- 
ment that  gives  county  officials  authority  to  file  such  ancient  rec- 
ords in  the  Department  of  Archives  and  History.  That  feature 
of  the  law  is  regarded  as  being  very  important  in  that  it  provides 
a way  for  the  preservation  at  the  State  Capitol  of  many  valuable 
records. 

Archives  of  Mississippi  Historical  Society. 

There  has  been  an  understanding  since  the  establishment  of  the 
Department  of  Archives  and  History  that  the  archives  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Historical  Society,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  many  of  them 
were  originally  the  property  of  the  State,  should  be  permanently 
placed  in  and  made  a part  of  the  unofficial  records  of  this  De- 
partment. 

The  archives  of  the  Society  consist  of  the  Claiborne  collection 
of  manuscripts  and  newspaper  files  and  about  eighty  newspaper 
files,  which  were  purchased  by  the  State  in  the  7o’s. 

Dr.  F.  L.  Riley,  the  efficient  Secretary  of  the  Society,  has  since 
1890  collected  valuable  manuscripts,  books,  pamphlets  and  his- 
torical relics  and  curios,  which  have  enhanced  the  interest  and 
value  of  the  collection. 

It  is  suggested  that  a formal  order  be  passed  at  this  meeting 
providing  for  the  removal  of  the  collections  of  the  Mississippi  His- 
torical Society  from  the  State  University  to  this  Department. 
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Mississippi  Archives  in  Europe. 

The  student  of  colonial  Mississippi  has  little  access  to  original 
sources  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  The  historical  materials  for 
that  period  are  in  England,  France,  Spain  and  possibly  Rome,  and 
consists  of  charters,  grants  and  proclamations,  reports,  Corre- 
spondence and  other  writings  of  an  official  nature.  The  very 
rapid  accumulation  of  archives  in  the  progressive  countries  of 
Europe  has  so  overcrowded  the  administrative  departments,  in 
which  such  documents  originated,  that  it  was  necessary  to  estab- 
lish record  buildings  for  the  preservation  and  classification  of  his- 
torical materials.  The  most  important  of  these  repositories  are  in 
London,  Paris,  Madrid  and  Simancas,  and  large  quantities  of  Mis- 
sissippi historical  materials  are  preserved  in  those  places. 

There  has  as  yet  been  no  persistent  systematic  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  National  Government,  or  by  the  States,  to  have  the 
colonial  records  copied  for  use  in  the  United  States.  Some  States 
have  made  a beginning  in  that  direction,  and  have  published  a por- 
tion of  their  colonial  records.  North  Carolina  is  doubtless  the 
only  Southern  State  that  has  attempted  to  make  its  colonial  rec- 
ords accessible  and  useful  to  investigating  historians. 

The  record  offices  of  Europe  are  scientifically  and  courteously 
conducted  by  the  expert  archivists  in  charge,  and  any  investigator 
who  goes  properly  accredited  is  given  the  freest  access  to  the  rec- 
ords, which  deal  with  the  subject  of  his  investigations. 

Many  American  historians  have  had  access  to  the  archives  of 
England,  France  and  Spain,  but  such  private  investigations  are 
expensive  and  can  be  made  only  by  the  favored  few. 

The  work  of  listing  historical  materials  in  Washington  has  been 
undertaken  by  the  Carnegie  Institution,  and  has  been  in  progress 
for  some  time.  The  results  of  the  research,  which  is  being  con- 
ducted by  that  institution  will  be  published  soon. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  the  same  work  should  be  done  in  Eu- 
ropean archives,  and  I very  respectfully  suggest  that  such  a plan 
be  taken  up  by  this  Department  and  presented  to  the  Carnegie  In- 
stitution. 

One  of  the  cherished  plans  that  this  Department  has  in  view 
is  the  collection  of  all  Mississippi  historical  material  which  is  pre- 
served in  Europe,  in  order  that  copies  may  be  made  and  filed  as  a 
part  of  the  archives  of  the  State. 
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Jefferson  Davis  Portrait. 

The  Mississippi  Division  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy, 
at  the  solicitation  of  Mrs.  Eron  Opha  Gregory,  Assistant  in  this 
Department,  has  raised  a fund  for  the  purchase  of  a handsome 
life-size  portrait  in  oil  of  President  Jefferson  Davis,  the  request 
being  placed  before  the  Division  by  Mrs.  Helen  D.  Bell,  its  Presi- 
dent, in  her  annual  address. 

The  portrait  is  now  being  painted  by  an  artist  of  ability  and 
standing,  who  has  promised  to  have  it  ready  for  delivery  during 
the  coming  winter. 

Special  mention  is  due  the  W.  D.  Holder  Chapter,  of  Jackson, 
for  the  successful  termination  of  this  praiseworthy  undertaking, 
as  the  fund  was  mainly  raised  through  its  efforts.  This  Chapter 
will  arrange  for  a public  presentation  of  the  portrait. 

Such  a patriotic  gift  from  such  hands  is  most  highly  appre- 
ciated, and  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  Department  of 
Archives  and  History  are  extended  for  this  beautiful  appreciation 
of  Mississippi’s  greatest  citizen. 

Display  of  Documents  and  Relics. 

The  people  of  a State  are  naturally  interested  in  those  things 
which  are  associated  with  historical  events,  such  as  official  docu- 
ments and  writings,  swords,  battle-flags  and  articles  connected 
with  pioneer  life.  Such  collections  add  greatly  to  the  value  and 
interest  of  historical  departments  and  have  a certain  educational 
value.  Quite  an  extensive  collection  of  historical  relics  has  been 
made,  a small  portion  of. which  is  exhibited  in  the  Hall  of  Fame. 
Additional  cabinets  for  the  display  of  the  remainder  of  the  collec- 
tion will  be  purchased  from  time  to  time. 

Brady  Portraits. 

The  Director  discovered  in  Washington  last  winter  an  interest- 
ing and  valuable  collection  of  portraits  of  distinguished  Mississip- 
pians,  which  were  made  by  Brady,  the  famous  Washington  artist. 
The  collection  consists  of  portraits  of  Jefferson  Davis  (which  is 
being  used  by  the  artist  who  is  painting  an  oil  portrait  of  Mr. 
Davis),  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  Albert  G.  Brown,  John  A.  Quitman,  Wil- 
liam L.  Sharkey,  John  J.  McRae,  Jacob  Thompson,  William  M. 
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Gwin  and  Daniel  R.  Wright.  The  collection  was  purchased  for 
this  Department,  and  will  make  a very  interesting  group  of  notable 
men. 

Donations. 

Many  valuable  gifts  have  been  donated  to  the  Departmeat  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  consisting  mainly  of  materials  concerning  the 
military  history  of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  A general  sum- 
mary of  these  donations  follows : 

Military  maps  used  by  General  Stephen  D.  Lee  during  his  cam- 
paigns in  command  of  Confederate  forces.  Presented  by  Gen.  Ste- 
phen D.  Lee,  Columbus,  Miss. 

Military  papers  of  Col.  Robert  A.  Smith,  consisting  of  rolls, 
general  orders  and  correspondence.  Presented  by  Mrs.  Harriet 
Gaston,  of  Jackson,  Miss. 

Reports  of  Generals  Van  Dorn,  Lovell,  Bowen,  Maury,  Green, 
Cabell  and  others,  on  military  operations  of  Confederate  forces  in 
Mississippi.  Presented  by  Mrs.  E.  V.  D.  Miller,  of  Washington, 

D.  C. 

Diaries  and  rolls  of  Confederate  companies.  Presented  by 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Hunt,  of  the  State  University. 

Historical  roll  of  the  Vicksburg  Southrons.  Loaned  by  J.  W. 
Collier,  of  Vicksburg,  Miss. 

Historical  sketch  of  Forty-sixth  Mississippi  Regiment.  Pre- 
sented by  W.  P.  Chambers,  of  New  Orleans. 

Personal  records  of  Confederate  soldiers.  Presented  by  S.  S. 
Prentiss,  Esq.,  of  New  Orleans. 

Diary  of  J.  P.  Morton,  a Confederate  soldier.  Presented  by 
J.  D.  Robinson,  Friars  Point,  Miss. 

Rolls  of  Jefferson  County  Confederate  companies.  Presented 
by  John  W.  Broughton,  Rodney,  Miss. 

Addresses  and  papers.  Presented  by  Gen.  S.  D.  French,  Lau- 
rel Hill,  Fla. 

Confederate  military  papers.  Presented  by  Capt.  J.  A.  Porter, 
Raymond,  Miss. 

Newspaper  clippings  and  letters.  Presented  by  Mrs.  M.  P.  H. 
Roach,  New  Orleans,  La. 

List  of  battles  and  skirmishes  between  Union  and  Confederate 
forces  in  Mississippi.  Presented  by  Gen.  Stephen  D.  Lee,  Colum- 
bus, Miss. 
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Rolls  of  Mississippi  companies,  C.  S.  A.  Presented  by  M.  G. 
May,  Pass  Christian,  Miss. 

Historical  sketches  and  Confederate  rolls.  Presented  by  D.  C. 
Love,  Crawford,  Miss. 

Piary  kept  by  Joseph  Terry,  containing  sketch  of  battle  of  Mal- 
vern Hill.  Presented  by  Miss  Ruth  Burnet,  Terry,  Miss. 

Description  of  Indian  Mound  at  Old  Selsertown.  Presented 
by  Mrs.  G.  G.  Wilcox,  Lumberton,  Miss. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  valuable  data  of  the  Confederacy  has 
been  furnished  by  the  following  veterans:  F.  M.  Norfleet,  Mem- 
phis, Tenn.;  J.  E.  Hirsh,  Westmoreland,  New  Hampshire;  W.  C. 
Vaught,  Magnolia,  Miss. ; M.  L.  McRae,  Waynesboro,  Miss. ; A. 
B.  Javis  and  J.  C.  Danslev,  New  Albany,  Miss. ; J.  W.  Sharp,  Gre- 
nada, Miss. ; Polk  Talbert,  Gloster,  Miss. ; Geo.  P.  Clark,  Decatur, 
Miss.;  W.  C.  Miller,  Woodville,  Miss.;  J.  W.  Persons,  Jackson, 
Miss. ; H.  Clay  Sharkey,  Jackson,  Miss. ; A.  Purviance.  Canton, 
Miss.;  J.  J.  Hood,  Meridian,  Miss.;  J.  H.  Henry,  Water  Valley, 
Miss. ; B.  G.  Murrah,  Brisbane,  Ark. ; Eugene  Carleton,  Decatur, 
Miss.;  A.  L.  Van  Norman,  Meridian,  Miss.;  James  H.  Burrell, 
Carthage,  Miss.;  W.  H.  King,  Memphis,  Tenn.;  George  D.  Hart- 
field,  Hattiesburg,  Miss.;  J.  D.  Stamps,  Parhams,  La.;  T.  H. 
Shockley,  Newton,  Miss. ; J.  G.  Ernest,  Itta  Bena,  Miss. ; H.  S. 
Boisclare,  Clarksdale,  Miss. ; J.  L.  Simmons,  Clarksdale,  Miss. ; 
Thomas  Keith,  Decatur,  Miss.;  T.  J.  Scott,  Memphis,  Tenn.; 
Philip  W.  Davis,  Oktibbeha,  Miss. ; J.  A.  Pack,  Laurel,  Miss. ; 
R.  M.  Goodgame,  Laurel,  Miss.;  S.  R.  Thompson,  Scranton, 
Miss. ; L.  P.  Carr.  Water  Valley,  Miss. ; T.  L.  Ried,  Montpelia, 
Miss.;  H.  W.  Harper,  Raymond,  Miss.;  E.  V.  Miller,  Raymond, 
Miss. ; R.  N.  Rea,  Burnette,  La. ; J.  W.  Shelton,  Fayette  Miss. ; 
T.  W.  Hunt,  Lamar,  Miss.:  Janies  Maddox,  Lamar.  Miss. ; 

D.  B.  Wade,  Fayette,  Miss. ; B.  Y.  Wade,  Yazoo  City,  Miss. : R. 

E.  Paxton,  Vicksburg.  Miss.;  J.  G.  Kling,  Red  Lick,  Miss.;  D.  S. 
Burch,  Fayette,  Miss.;  O.  C.  Davis,  West  Point,  Miss.;  Wallace 
Wood,  New  Orleans,  La. : T.  N.  Adair.  Doddsville,  Miss. ; T.  P. 
Meets,  Louisville,  ATiss. ; H.  E.  Neese,  Philadelphia,  Miss.;  J.  F. 
Marshall,  Laurel,  Miss. 

Nines  pa  per  Files. 

The  Department  receives  seventy-five  daily  and  weekly  news- 
papers with  the  compliments  of  the  publishers.  These  papers 
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have  been  carefully  preserved  and  are  now  being  arranged  for 
binding.  When  bound  the  collection  will  make  about  one  hun- 
dred volumes. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  there  should  be  at  least  one  newspaper 
from  each  county  in  the  State  preserved  in  this  Department.  With 
the  exception  of  four  counties  the  desired  end  has  been  attained. 
The  Department  has  cause  to  be  very  grateful  to  the  newspaper 
fraternity  of  the  State  and  expresses  here  its  appreciation  for 
many  favors  and  courtesies. 

Office  Assistance. 

The  Director  could  not  close  this  report  without  making  favor- 
able mention  of  the  faithful  and  capable  services  of  Mrs.  Fron 
Opha  Gregory,  the  Assistant  in  this  Department.  In  the  prepa- 
ration of  the  Official  Register,  and  in  the  arrangement  of  portraits 
in  the  Hall  of  Fame  she  has  been  very  helpful  and  efficient. 

Retrospective. 

In  looking  backward  from  March  14,  1902,  the  date  of  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Department  to  this  time,  we  can  but  feel  the 
deepest  gratitude  for  the  measure  of  success  which  has  been  at- 
tained. 

From  the  beginning  the  work  has  been  sustained  by  an  enlight- 
ened public  sentiment,  which  has  always  shown  a generous  incli- 
nation to  forgive  mistakes  and  magnify  and  praise  success. 

The  establishment  of  the  work  has  been  aided  by  the  kind 
words  and  helpful  hands  of  sympathizing  friends  everywhere. 
We  have  reached  high  ground  and  the  outlook  is  bright  with  hope. 

Permit  me,  gentlemen,  to  thank  you  for  much  of  the  success 
which  has  attended  our  efforts. 

Most  respectfully  submitted, 

Dunbar  Rowland, 

Director. 
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APPENDIX  I. 


The  following  is  a statement  of  the  expenditures  of  the  Department 
of  Archives  and  History  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  on  the  account  of 
maintenance  fund  for  the  fiscal  year  1904,  as  follows  : 


Date. 

1903 


Items. 


Expenditures. 


Account. 


Oct 

1. 

By  balance  on  hand 

$ 179  62 

Oct. 

5- 

To  pay  warrant  No.  40.  .$ 

40  00 

Oct. 

10. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  150. . 

3 00 

Oct. 

10. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  152. . 

12  65 

Oct 

13. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  232. . 

12  40 

Oct. 

16. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  313.. 

6 50 

' 

Nov. 

2. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  455.. 

40  00 

Nov. 

4. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  479. . 

2 80 

Dec. 

1. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  786. . 

40  00 

1904 

Jan. 

4* 

To  pay  warrant  No.  1187. . 

22  37 

$ 179  72 

Jan. 

4- 

By  amount  overdrawn 

10 

$ 179  72 

$ 179  72 

1904 

Jan. 

4. 

To  amount  overdrawn  for 

1903  

$ 0 10 

March 

ip. 

By  Chapter  No.  38,  Laws 

1904  

$2,500  00 

March 

11. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  2349.  .$ 

19  07 

March 

11. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  2350. . 

120  00 

April 

2. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  3009. . 

13  00 

April 

2. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  3010. . 

60  po 

April 

2. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  3011.. 

42  50 

April 

2. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  3012. . 

15  55 

May 

3- 

To  pay  warrant  No.  3463.. 

13  75 

May 

3- 

To  pay  warrant  No.  3465.. 

17  00 

May 

3- 

To  pay  warrant  No.  3466. . 

60  00 

June 

1. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  3844. . 

60  00 

38 


Date.  Items.  Expenditures.  Account. 

1904 


June 

20. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  4146.  .$ 

62  00 

June 

20. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  4147. . 

19  90 

June 

20. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  4148. . 

16  00 

July 

1. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  4257. . 

60  00 

July 

1. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  4260. . 

50  00 

July 

1. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  4261. . 

5 85 

July 

13. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  4365. . 

124  50 

July 

23. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  4479. . 

100  00 

Aug. 

1. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  4587. . 

12  90 

Aug. 

1. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  4588. . 

60  00 

Aug. 

6. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  4738. . 

409  59 

Aug. 

6. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  4739. . 

1 18  41 

Sept. 

3- 

To  pay  warrant  No.  4977. . 

74  59 

Sept. 

5- 

To  pay  warrant  No.  4986. . 

11  35 

Sept. 

5- 

To  pay  warrant  No.  4987. . 

120  00 

Sept. 

5. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  4988. . 

14  80 

Sept. 

7- 

To  pay  warrant  No.  5001. . 

5 00 

Sept. 

8. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  5024. . 

1 75 

Sept. 

9- 

To  pay  warrant  No.  5036. . 

60  00 

Sept. 

9- 

To  pay  warrant  No.  5041.. 

3 50 

Sept. 

12. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  5141.. 

1 80 

Sept. 

20. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  5211. . 

116  61 

Sept. 

20. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  5213. . 

7 00 

$1,876  42 

Oct. 

1. 

To  balance  available 

623  48 

$2,056  14  $2,500  00  $2,500  00 


1904 

Oct  1.  By  amount  available $ 623  48 

Vouchers  for  the  above  expenditures  are  on  file,  as  required  by  law, 
with  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 


The  -following  is  a statement  showing  the  amount  of  expenditures  of 
the  Department  of  Archives  and  History  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  on 
the  account  of  Director’s  traveling  expenses  for  the  fiscal  year  1904,  as 
follows : 


Date. 

1903 


Items. 


Expenditures. 


1904 

Oct. 


'Account. 


Oct. 

1. 

By  balance  on  hand. 

$182  65 

Dec. 

2. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  820 $180  00 

$180  00 

Dec. 

2. 

To  balance  returned  to  Treas.. 

2 65 

• 

$182  65 

$182  65 

1904 

March 

10. 

By  Chapter  No.  38,  Acts  1904. . 

$300  00 

April 

2. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  3007 $ 49  20 

May 

20. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  3742 42  IS 

July 

1. 

To  pay  warrant  No.  4258 25  05 

$116  40 

1904 

Oct. 

1. 

To  balance  of  appropriation.... 

183  60 

$296  40 

$300  00 

$300  00 

1.  By  appropriation  available  to  date... $183  60 


Vouchers  for  the  above  expenditures  are  on  file,  as  required  by  law, 
with  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 
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APPENDIX  II. 


Documents  from  Journal  of  Acting  Governor  Cowles  Mead, 

CONCERNING  THE  CONSPIRACY  AND  ARREST 

of  Aaron  Burr.* 


(Confidential) 

To  the  honorable  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Having  received  intelligence  of  a certain  but  confidential  na- 
ture, which  assures  me  of  the  existence  of  a plot  designed  to  de- 
stroy the  connection  which  exists  between  this  Territory  and  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  being  disposed  to  take  such 
measures  as  will  be  necessary  to  the  defeat  of  these  plans.  I 
have  thought  it  advisable  to  solicit  the  aid  of  the  Territorial  Leg- 
islature— To  have  your  sanction  and  guarantee  will  be  evinsive 
of  the  strongest  attachment  to  the  Union,  and  enable  me  not  only 
to  act  the  agent  of  the  General  Government,  but  speak  the  sense 
of  the  people  of  this  Territory — thus  sustained  I shall  proceed  .in 
my  measures  with  confidence,  and  shall  commence  such  operations 
as  will  insure  the  security  of  our  Country  against  any  enemy — 
With  these  preliminaries  permit  me  to  suggest  the  policy  of  im- 
mediately providing  a fund  for  the  organization  of  a Battalion  of 
minute  men,  consisting  of  285  in  number,  subject  to  the  order 
and  control  of  your  Executive — any  other  measures  advised  by 
the  Territorial  Legislature  for  the  general  defense  and  welfare  of 
the  Territory  will  receive  my  cordial  co-operation — With  these 


•Since  March  14,  1902,  the  date  of  the  organization  of  the  Department  of  Archives  and 
History  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  a systematic  investigation  has  been  in  progress,  as  pre- 
liminary to  a practical  and  scientific  classification  of  the  historical  archives  of  the  State. 
During  the  course  of  these  investigations,  new  and  unknown  material  concerning  the  Aaron 
Burr  Conspiracy  has  been  discovered,  which  is  now  for  the  first  time  given  to  students  and 
investigators  in  the  appendixes  which  follow. 


. 
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suggestions,  I beg  leave  to  assure  your  honorable  bodies,  that 
I have  made  these  requisitions  under  a full  conviction  of  the  ex- 
istence of  a conspiracy  against  our  peace  and  welfare — And  fur- 
ther, that  all  powers  entrusted  to  me  will  be  used  alone  to  the  in- 
terest of  our  common  Country  with  the  most  rigid  regard  to  econ- 
omy. 

(Signed)  Cowles  Mead, 

Dec.  15  th,  1806. 


Report  of  Committee  on  Govenors  Message . 

The  Joint  Committee  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives,  to  whom  was  refered  the  confidential  communi- 
cation of  the  Hon.ble  Cowles  Mead  acting  as  Governor  of  the 
Territory — Report  that  they  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing reply. 


To  the  Hon.ble  Cowles  Mead  acting  as  Governor  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory. 

Sir  * 

In  reply  to  the  confidential  communication  you  were  pleased 
to  make  to  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  representatives, 
On  the  Intelligence  which  evinces  to  you  the  Existence  of  a plot 
designed  to  destroy  the  connection  which  exist  between  this  Ter- 
ritory and  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Permit  us  to 
assure  you  Sir,  that  in  exercising  those  powers  with  which  you 
are  invested  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  this  Terri- 
tory; Whatever  measures  you  may  deem  advisable  to  persue  in 
order  to  defeat  the  views  of  a conspiracy  so  diabolical,  and  to  se- 
cure the  welfare  of  the  Territory,  by  preserving  that  connection 
which  so  happily  exist  between  it.  and  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  will  meet  the  approbation  and  cordial  support  of 
the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representatives. 

We  further  assure  vou  Sir  that  the  vigilance  which  character- 
ises your  conduct,  and  the  motives  by  which  you  have  been  actu- 
ated on  the  present,  and  every  other  occasion  involving  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  this  country  entitles  you  to  our  utmost,  confidence, 
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and  assures  us  that  every  exertion  on  your  part  will  have  for  its 
object  the  public  good. 

By  Cowles  Mead  Sec’y 

Executing  the  powers  & performing  the  duties  of  Governor  of 
Mississippi  Territory. 

Proclamation. 

Whereas  information  from  various  sources,  as  well  by  affidavits 
as  otherwise  has  been  communicated  to  me  of  the  designs  of  an 
association,  whose  object  is  the  dismemberment  of  this  and  the 
neighboring  Countries  from  the  Government  of  the  United 
States — And  whereas  every  attempt  of  this  kind  must  be  ruinous 
& destructive  of  the  numerous  blessings  which  we  now  enjoy, 
under  the  auspices  of  a Government  founded  on  the  grand  prin- 
ciples of  political  equality  and  indiscriminate  Justice ; — and 
whereas  the  conspiracy  is  directed  by  men  secret  and  profound 
intrigue  for  the  aggrandizement  of  themselves  and  their  minions, 
to  the  oppression  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  whom  they  are 
endeavoring  to  dupe  & inveigle: — From  the  foregoing  causes  I 
have  thought  proper  to  issue  this  my  Proclamation,  for  the  purpose 
of  guarding  the  good  people  of  the  Territory  against  the  agents 
of  this  diabolical  plot,  and  warn  them  of  their  danger  from  that 
quarter — And  I do  hereby  solemnly  call  on  and  enjoin  the  officers 
both  civil  & military  & and  the  citizens  of  this  Territory  to  per- 
form their  sacred  duties  to  their  Country  by  aiding  and  abetting 
in  the  destruction  of  any  agents  employed  in  this  Country  and  if 
found,  to  be  brought  without  delay  before  the  proper  tribunals 
of  the  Country,  that  they  may  receive  their  trials  for  such  high 
offences  against  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory and  the  dignity  and  sovereignty  of  the  United  States — And 
I do  further  enjoin  the  officers  and  citizens  of  the  Territory  to  be 
on  the  alert  and  prove  their  patriotism  by  giving  such  assistance 
for  the  development  of  this  traitorous  project  as  their  respective 
situations  will  afford. 

And  whereas  I am  aware  of  the  influence  of  intrigue  and  mis- 
representation, and  that  men  of  pure  intentions  may  sometimes 
be  deluded ; I do  therefore  invite  all  of  this  description  to  return 
to  the  bosom  of  their  Country  and  the  confidence  of  their  Govern- 
ment. 
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And  whereas  I have  reasons  to  believe  that  many  of  the  offi- 
cers of  this  Government  have  not  taken  the  oaths  required  by  the 
ordinance  of  Congress  and  the  statute  of  the  Territory:  I do  in 
consequence  thereof  require  all  officers  who  have  not  taken  the 
said  oaths  to  come  forward  & take  the  same  in  the  course  of  fifteen 
days  from  the  date  of  this  Proclamation : And  in  default  thereof, 
I do  hereby  revoke  all  the  powers  civil  or  military,  which  they 
possess,  and  their  Commission  are  hereby  vacated  and  annulled. 

(L.  S.)  Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Territory,  at 
the  Town  of  Washington,  this  the  twenty-third  day  of  December 
1806  & of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  thirty-first. 

Cowles  Mead. 

Ft.  Adams  Deer.  14th.  1807 — 

8 O’clock  at  night 

Dr.  Sir — 

I arrived  here  this  evening  with  about  25  men : The  remain- 
der of  the  Company  will  join  me  early  in  the  morning  we  will  be 
then  about  50  strong.  We  have  encamped,  for  the  night,  on  the 
River  bank  a little  above  the  Fort : had  I went  into  it,  no  wood 
could  have  been  procured  at  the  time,  and  the  men  must  have 
suffered  with  cold.  I shall  look  out  in  the  morning  to  see  if  I can 
procure  wood  or  find  a more  eligible  spot.  If  Burr  comes  I hope 
to  be  able  to  render  a satisfactory  account  of  him. 

I have  delivered  the  letter  to  the  contractor,  and  have  again 
applied  to  him  for  supplies : He  says  he  will  supply  us  as  soon 
as  he  can  procure  the  necessaries  from  Natchez,  or  purchase  them 
in  this  Vicinity.  Powder  has  been  procured  but  no  lead. 

I have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  not  the  smallest  murmur 
or  discontent  appear  among  the  men,  and  ’tho  we  have  no  Camp — 
Utentials  they  are  entirely  willing  to  bear  the  inconvenience. 

I wish  you  may  send  me  a full  account  of  all  you  are  in 
possession  of,  or  any  Instructions  which  you  have  to  communicate 
pr.  Bearer,  to  whom  you  may,  with  safty,  converse  without 
reserve. 

He  tells  me  he  has  delivered  Majr.  Johnson  a letter  to  be  de- 
livered to  me  at  Washington,  in  which  a petition  is  enclosed  pray- 
ing a division  of  the  County;  also  that  its  contents  concern  your- 
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self  himself  and  me.  I saw  the  Majr.  at  muster,  but  not  ex-* 
pecting  to  see  me  there,  he  had  it  not  with  him.  He  intended  to 
set  out  for  Washington,  in  the  morning,  on  important  business  of 
his  own  which  admitted  not  of  delay;  but  on  hearing  the  news 
wanted  to  go  to  the  Amit,  to  muster  his  men.  We  concluded  to 
get  Mr.  C (name  mutilated)  to  do  his  business  in  his  stead,  to 
which  he  consented,  and  to  let  the  Major  go  to  the  Amit. 

I advised  him  to  take  the  letter  with  him,  on  his  giving  me  a 
sketch  of  its  contents,  and  deliver  it  to  you  which  I request  you 
to  open.  I can  see  it  when  I go,  again  to  Washington. 

I am,  Dr.  Sir,  With  Esteem  your  friend  and  welwisher, 

Joshua  Baker. 

P.  S. 

Probably  before  this  reaches  you,  you  will  be  presented  with 
an  address  which  was  read  to  the  Battallion  and  signed  without 
a dissenting  voice,  which  I hope  you  will  approve  of  as  it  declares 
the  patriotism  of  some  of  our  citizens. 

J.B. 

Directed  to  His  excellency  Cowles  Mead 
Acting  as  Governor  of  M.  Territory 

Washington. 

Head  Quarters, 

Town  of  Washington 

Deer.  25  th  1806. 

General  Orders. 

Having  received  information  from  various  and  correct  sources 
of  the  existence  of  a traitorous  connection  of  individuals,  who 
have  formed  themselves  into  an  association  for  the  purpose  of 
executing  designs  inimical  to  the  peace  happiness  and  union  of  our 
Common  Country ; and  being  willing  and  anxious  as  the  Repre- 
sentative of  the  General  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
pursue  such  measures  as  may  best  subserve  its  true  interests  and 
the  interests  of  this  Territory.  I have  deemed  it  essential  at  this 
crisis  to  issue  these  my  General  Orders,  for  the  more  complete 
organization  of  the  militia  of  the  Territory. 

The  1st  Regiment  will  muster  at  the  Town  of  Washington  on 
Thursday  the  8th  of  January  at  11,  Oclk. 
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The  2nd  Regiment  on  Saturday  the  14th  of  Jany.  at  Greenville 
at  11  Oclk. 

The  4th  Regiment  on  Monday  the  12th  of  Jany.  at  Gibson  Port 
at  11  Oclk. 

The  5th  Regiment  on  Saturday  the  17th  at  Percy’s  planta- 
tion at  11  Oclk. 

Every  commissioned  officer,  non  commissioned  officer  and 
private  will  appear  on  parade  equipt  according  to  law,  or  suffer 
the  penalties  therein  prescribed. 

By  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief 

W.  B.  Shields 

Aid  de  Camp . 


Washington  Deer.  29th  1806 

Dear  Sir, 

It  is  probable  you  will  have  received  the  greater  part  of  the 
information  contained  in  the  paper  herewith  enclosed  thro’ 
a more  direct  channel,  before  this  reaches  you.  I allude  to  the 
proceedings  relative  to  the  much  talked  of  expedition  on  the 
western  waters.  Official  letters  from  new  Orleans  under  date  of 
the  30th  ult.  indicate  the  apprehensions  which  are  entertained’  on 
the  Mississippi,  relative  to  this  subject. 

I presume  you  are  quite  on  the  alert  at  this  instant.  It  may 
be  well  to  continue  to  be  vigilant,  notwithstanding  the  apparent 
frustration  of  the  plan  in  question,  as  we  are  yet  unacquainted  with 
its  extent,  and  know  not  but  it  may  be  so  organized  as  to  be 
capable  of  undergoing  considerable  muterlation,  without  becoming 
harmless. 

As  well  as  I can  recollect,  I mentioned  in  a former  letter,  some- 
thing relative  to  the  business  which  I had  extracted  from  an  old 
petition  from  the  Territory.  The  select  committee  to  whom  it  was 
referred,  had  an  early  meeting,  and  instructed  the  chairman  to 
ask  leave  to  report  a bill  on  the  subject.  The  bill  was  prepared, 
but  the  chairman  obtained  leave  of  absence,  and  went  off  in  a 
hurry  without  reporting  it.  His  time  will  be  out  in  a few  days ; 
and  if  he  will  attend  to  it  after  he  returns,  he  may  yet  get  a de- 
cision this  session ; but  I presume  not  a favorabl  one  as  to  either 
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of  the  objects.  Had  I been  placed  at  the  head  of  the  committee 
last  session,  as  I ought  to  have  been,  I would  have  had  a decision 
of  some  kind  or  other.  The  business  has  met  with  a similar  dis- 
position this  session,  and  I fear  it  will  meet  with  a similar  neglect. 
No  man  is  better  disposed  towards  us  than  the  chairman.;  and  he 
Would  do  anything,  in  reason,  for  us,  which  might  not  require 
his  exertions  on  the  floor  as  you  know  his  diffidence.  If  he  does 
not  return  soon,  I will  frame  another  bill,  and  submit  it  to  the 
committee.  I would  however,  much  rather  that  he  would  attend 
to  it  himself,  as  I think  his  support  would  have  considerable 
weight  with  the  house. 

I know  of  but  one  mail  from  the  territory  since  the  session  has 
commenced  ; and  that  brought  me  only  three  letters.  I have  not 
yet  heard  from  yourself,  or  any  of  my  friends  at  Washington  or 
Natchez. 

Accept  my  respects, 

Wm  Lattimore. 

Hon.  Cowles  Mead. 


Head  Quarters,  Town  of  Washington 

Deer.  29th  1806. 

You  are  ordered  to  vacate  the  commissions  of  every  officer  in 
your  Regiment  who  does  not  reside  within  the  bounds  of  his  com- 
mand and  report  the  same  to  me  immediately — and  it  is  hereby 
Ordered  that  every  officer  who  has  been  in  the  habit  of  exercising 
a command  in  which  he  does  not  reside,  remove  instantly  to  the 
same  or  his  commission  is  hereby  vacated  and  annulled — 

You  are  ordered  to  consider  the  commission  of  Capt.  Mills 
vacated  and  the  powers  of  the  same  are  hereby  revoked — and  to 
appease  the  discontents  of  the  people  of  that  district  you  are 
ordered  to  hold  an  election  for  a Capt.  of  the  said  district,  at 
which  every  person  required  to  do  militia  duty  will  be  entitled 
to  a vote — and  a person  having  the  highest  number  of  legal  votes, 
being  returned  to  the  Executive  will  receive  a commission  there- 
for— 

You  are  likewise  ordered  to  discharge  and  dismiss  every  arrest 
or  fine  which  may  have  been  made  or  levied  on  or  from  the  pri- 
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vates  or  officers  of  the  said  district, 
the  date  of  his  Commission 

Colo.  Jno.  Collier 
3rd  Regmt.  Militia 
M.  Territory. 


viz  Capt  Mills’  district  since 


Cowles  Mead 
Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  Militia  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory. 


Washington  Jany.  12th  1807. 

Sir, 

Independent  of  the  orders  which  you  will  receive  from  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  take  every  step 
which  you  may  deem  proper  for  the  defence  of  your  Country  or  for 
the  detection  of  all  and  every  person  whom  you  may  think  sus- 
picious— The  confidence  of  the  Executive  is  with  you  and  he  relies 
much  on  your  promptitude  & zeal — let  nothing  be  wanting  to  aid 
the  great  object  of  national  security — Our  Country  & our  char- 
acters are  now  at  stake — It  is  for  us  to  prove  ourselves  worthy  of 
the  confidence  of  our  Territory  and  of  the  General  Government — 
With  high  respect 

I am  yr.  vy.  Hble.  Servt. 


Colo.  Fitzpatrick  Cowles  Mead. 

2nd  Regt.  M.  M.  Ty. 

Head  Quarters — Town  of  Washington 
Jany.  12  th  1807— 

You  are  ordered  to  enroll  a company  of  sixty-four  rank  & file 
by  voluntary  enlistments  or  drafts  and  have  them  marched  to 
Head  Quarters  by  Wednesday  the  14th  inst.  or  sooner  if  possible. 


(Signed)  Cowles  Mead  Comdr.  in  Chief. 

Colo.  Fitzpatrick 
2nd  Regt.  Militia  M.  Ty. 


Head  Quarters — Town  of  Washington 

Jany.  12th  1807 — 

You  are  ordered  to  enlist  a company  of  sixty-four  rank  and 
file  and  have  them  marched  to  this  place  by  friday  the  16th  inst.  or 
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sooner  if  possible — equipt  for  one  fortnight’s  service  or  longer  if 
deemed  necessary  by  the  Commander  in  Chief — 

Colo.  Wooldridge  (Signed)  Cowles  Mead 

4th  Regmt.  Militia  of  the  Comdr.  in  Chief 

M.  Territory. 

Washington  Jany.  12th  1807. 

Sir 

Independent  of  the  orders  which  you  may  receive  from  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  you  are  particularly  ordered  to  extend  your 
vigilance  to  all  the  Territory  and  exert  every  authority  which  you 
may  deem  necessary  to  the  detection  and  security  of  suspicious 
persons,  and  the  defense  of  the  Territory  in  which  you  hold  a 
Commission — The  confidence  of  the  Executive  is  with  you,  anc 
you  will  act  for  the  general  good  whenever  the  occasion  may 
occur — 

Yrs.  very  respectfully 

Cowles  Mead. 

Capt.  Josuah  Baker 
Wilkinson  County. 

Head  Quarters,  Town  ‘of  Washington 
Jany.  12th  1807. 

You  are  ordered  to  enroll  fifty  men  from  your  Regiment,  and 
being  officered  you  will  attach  them  to  the  command  of  Capt. 
Baker. 

Cowles  Mead, 
Comdr.  in  Chief. 

Colo.  Ellis  v 

5 Regt.  M.  M.  Ty. 

Head  Quarters — Town  of  Washington 
Jany.  12th  1807 — 

You  are  ordered  to  muster  your  troop  of  cavalry  on  friday 
the  16th  inst.  at  you  usual  place  of  parade  and  hold  them  in 
readiness  to  march  at  a moments  warning. 

Cowles  Mead, 
Comdr.  in  Chief. 

Capt.  Humphries 

of  the  Claiborne  Troop  of  Horse. 
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Washington  Jany.  12th  1807. 

Sir, 

It  is  apprehended  that  Colo.  Burr  may  land  at  or  near  the 
walnut  Hills — You  are  therefore  ordered  to  appoint  such  number 
of  persons  as  you  may  thing  sufficient  to  act  as  a guard  along  the 
river — appoint  your  own  officers,  and  be  careful  to  select  persons 
of  unquestionable  patriotism  to  command  the  guard — The  Com- 
mander in  Chief  authorises  you  to  take  every  step  you  may  think 
proper  for  the  safety  of  our  Common  Country — and  much  will 
depend  on  your  exertions — We  have  authority  from  Government 
as  we  may  deem  proper  and  we  are  thereby  told  of  the  certain 
approach  of  this  Troublesome  man — Be  on  the  alert  and  take 
every  measure  you  may  think  proper  for  the  defence  of  your 
Country  & the  detection  of  all  persons  of  suspicious  aspect — 

With  great  confidence,  I am  yr. 

Hble  Servt. 

Cowles  Mead. 

W.  Woolridge, 

Colo.  4th  Regmt. 

Ma.  Mi.  Territory. 

Washington  Jany  12th  1807. 

Sir, 

Having  ordered  Capt.  Baker  to  enroll  and  hold  in  readiness 
a certain  number  of  Troops  for  the  service  of  the  United  States 
your  are  directed  to  supply  him  with  such  a number  of  rations  as 
he  may  apply  for — 

Cowles  Mead. 

John  Brandt, 

Agent  to  the  contractor 

for  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Washington  Jany.  12th  1807. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council  & House  of  Representa- 
tives— 

In  consequence  of  communications  received  from  the  General 
Government  I am  now  convinced  that  the  cloud  which  has  so  long 
been  anticipated  begins  to  assume  a settled  aspect  of  offense, 
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charged  with  belligerant  countenance  it  slowly  presses  upon  us 
and  presages  an  explosion  dangerous  to  domestic  safety  and  insult- 
ing to  national  dignity. 

These  communications  bid  us  convert  the  pen  of  Legislation 
into  the  weapon  of  war,  and  suspend  the  eloquence  of  debate  for 
the  clangor  of  military  array. 

You  who  blend  the  civil  & the  military  characters  must  re- 
linquish for  the  moment  the  functions  of  the  first,  while  you  as- 
sume the  perogatives  of  the  latter — the  station  which  you  leave, 
tho’  honorable  & important,  is  exchanged  for  one  where  your 
patriotism  may  be  effectually  displayed,  and  where  you  may  ac- 
quire new  claims  to  the  confidence  of  your  Country — 

How  long  this  cloud  will  hang  over  your  heads  is  entirely  un- 
certain, but  it  is  deemed  to  be  unsafe  to  be  sitting  here  in  the 
pacific  operations  of  legislation  while  our  Country’s  honor  call  us 
to  the  field. 

From  you  Gentlemen  who  wear  the  garb  of  civic  rule,  we  ex- 
pect that  aid  which  the  good  and  the  patriotic  may  afford  by  ex- 
ample— Your  respective  standings  in  your  Counties,  and  among 
your  fellow-citizens  is  such  as  will  give  weight  and  influence  to 
your  opinions  and  your  example — in  remanding  you  to  your 
homes  you  are  not  suspended  in  your  duties — No,  you  are  trans- 
ferred to  a theatre  where  your  services  may  be  more  important 
and  beneficial  to  our  Common  Country. 

From  the  foregoing  causes,  I do  prorogue  the  Legislative 
Council  & House  of  Representatives  for  the  Mississippi  Territory 
from  this  day  to  monday  the  19th  inst.  and  you  are  Hereby  pro- 
rogued to  the  said  19th  day  of  this  instant. 

During  this  interval,  arrangements  will  be  made  for  the  proper 
organization  of  active  corps  for  the  defense  of  the  Territory  and 
the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  will  best  sustain  the  honor  of  our 
Country  and  shew  our  affection  and  confidence  in  the  General 
Government. 

I now  Gentlemen  bid  adieu  to  my  civil  character — tomorrow  I 
assume  the  military  perogatives  of  my  office  and  shall  leave  you  at 
this  time  with  the  fullest  assurance  of  your  patriotism,  and  in  my 
revolutions  thro’  the  Territory  I shall  expect  to  find  you  at  your 
respective  posts  performing  the  duties  which  you  may  be  required 
to  execute  in  the  general  defence  of  our  Country. 
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Accept  Gentlemen  my  warmest  confidence  in  you  public  in- 
tegrity and  my  particular  solicitude  for  your  happiness  in  your  do- 
mestic relations. 

(Signed)  Cowles  Mead. 

Capt.  Baker,  Natchez,  Jany.  13,  1807. 

Colo.  Burr  was  at  the  Bayou  Pierre  yesterday  morning — one 
of  his  boats  passed  this  place  last  night — You  will  immediately 
station  your  company  on  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi  at  or  near 
Ft.  Adams  and  keep  them  at  their  post  until  further  orders — You 
will  intercept  any  boat  that  may  pass  and  examine  them. 

By  order  W.  B.  Shields 

Aid  de  Camp. 

Greenville  Jany.  12th  1807. 

I met  Coll.  Scott  at  this  place,  and  he  brings  intelligence  that 
Coll.  Bur  was  this  morning  at  Coll.  Bruin’s  and  that  a detachment 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Ryan,  with  a civil  warrant,  went  to 
take  him  prisoner.  I am  fearful  they  may  fail  in  the  enterprize, 
and  suggest  the  propriety  of  your  having  all  the  force  that  can  be 
collected  near  Natchez  called  on  to  intercept  him  there,  & should 
Captain  Ryan  fail  in  his  attempt,  the  Boats  in  which  Coll.  Burr 
came  down  amounting  to  four  or  five  were  this  morning  at  Coll 
Bruin’s.  Should  he  come  down  by  land  I will  be  ready  to  inter- 
cept him,  or  go  to  Coll.  Bruin’s  should  he  remain  at  that  place 
tomorrow.  I have  seen  the  letter  he  sends  you,  it  was  sent  open 
with  intent  to  be  read  to  the  Militia  of  Claiborne  county,  this  day 
on  parade.  I send  an  express  to  you  tonight  he  will  want  a horse 
to  return  on.  I write  in  great  haste,  shall  do  everything  in  my 
(power)  to  get  hold  of  this  man  tomorrow — 

I am  with  great  respect 

Your  obt.  Servt. 

Thom  Fitzpatrick. 

P.  S. 

Coll,  (name  omitted)  has  rode  to  this  place  since  sunset,  and 
is  too  much  fatigued  to  go  farther  tonight,  It  is  now  10  O’clock. 

PIonble.  Cowles  Mead. 
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Washington  M T Jany.  13th  1807. 

Sir, 

I have  just  time  by  the  mail  to  inform  you  that  I reed,  this  morn- 
ing a letter  from  Colo.  Burr  at  Bayou  Piere  avowing  the  innocence 
of  his  views  and  the  falacy  of  certain  rumours  against  his  patriot- 
ism— his  object  is  agriculture  and  his  boats  the  vehicles  of  emigra- 
tion— However  several  militia  corps  were  ordered  to  be  on  the 
alert  and  apprehend  him  and  all  suspicious  persons  on  the  day 
before  the  reception  of  his  letter — These  orders  may  possibly  bring 
him  to  my  possession — In  his  letter  he  hints  at  resistance  to  any 
attempt  to  coerce  him  and  deprecates  a civil  war  — These  hints 
will  have  no  influence  on  my  conduct — He  will  be  apprehended 
if  possible  at  the  hazard  of  the  lives  of  our  militia  and  the  honor 
of  the  Executive — The  want  of  arms  and  ammunition  is  the  only 
ground  on  which  we  predicate  a fear  of  his  escape — Gen’l  Wilkin- 
son left  us  perfectly  bare  of  arms  & amunition,  and  dismantling 
Fort  Adams  he  took  away  every  kind  of  military  apparatus — We 
are  all  bustle  and  activity — I hope  in  a day  or  two  to  give  you  a 
better  account  of  this  troublesome  man. 

A boat  passed  Natchez  last  night  was  hailed  and  persued  by  the 
guard — They  fired  two  guns  at  the  pursuers  and  made  their  escape 
being  better  manned. 

The  Citizens  of  this  Country  are  Republicans  and  patriots  and 
in  their  exertions  I have  every  reliance — 

Tender  the  homage  of  my  most  respectfull  consideration  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  accept  the  assurances  of  my 
best  respects. 

(Signed) 

Cowles  Mead. 

The  Honble.  Henry  Dearborn 
Secy.  War. 


Washington,  Jany.  13th  1807. — 
Sir. 

I reed,  by  your  Express,  Colo.  Burr’s  letter  addressed  to  my- 
self and  must  acknowledge  that  I should  be  proud  to  find  him 
as  innocent  as  he  there  professes  himself — Prior  to  the  rect.  of  this 
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you  will  have  persued  such  a conduct  as  seemed  best  adapted  to 
the  interest  of  the  Territory  and  the  security  of  its  inhabitants — 
You  will  recollect  that  should  the  Colo,  submit  himself  to  civil 
authority,  you  will  show  him  the  respect  due  to  his  standing — 
but  should  he  resist  you  will  adopt  such  conduct  as  your  best 
judgment  may  suggest — 

Should  Colo.  Burr  be  disposed  to  pay  due  regard  to  the  au- 
thority of  our  Government,  you  are  requested  to  assure  him  from 
me  that  every  security  shall  be  given  to  private  property  and  every 
respect  paid  him  and  his  associates,  which  can  be  done  after  being 
assured  that  his  plans  are  not  directed  against  the  United  States 
or  its  Territories — You  may  further  assure  him  of  the  particular 
solicitude  I feel  for  the  verification  of  his  professions  to  me — and 
further  if  he  has  been  vilified  or  injured  by  rumour  or  the  Pension- 
ed he  shall  receive  all  the  benefits  of  my  individual  civility  and  the 
full  and  complete  protection  of  the  laws  of  the  Territory. 

Confiding  in  your  discretion  and  patriotism  I submit  this  im- 
portant subject  to  your  charge. 

With  great  Respect, 

Yr.  vy.  Hble.  Servt. 

Cowles  Mead. 

Colo.  Fitzpatrick, 
of  the  2nd  Regiment. 

Washington  Jany.  13th  1807. 

Sir; 

You  are  requested  (to)  forward  to  Gen’l  Wilkinson  the  knowl- 
edge which  you  possess  of  the  situation  of  Aron  Burr,  Esq. — you 
will  employ  such  an  Agent  as  you  may  confide  in,  & be  sure  that  he 
be  such  a person  as  may  be  confided  in,  in  point  of  character  & 
industry. 

Being  in  possession  of  the  real  state  of  Colo.  Burr  and  well 
acquainted  with  the  views  of  Government,  you  will  make  such  a 
communication  as  you  own  knowledge  will  best  prescribe. 

Yrs.  very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  Cowles  Mead. 

Major  Scott 
Brigade  Inspector. 
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Fort  Deposit  Jany.  14th  1807 — 

Sir 

I returned  last  night  at  Twelve  oclock  with  the  Detachment 
from  Bruins  Burgh  and  Discharged  them — Having  no  provisions 
nor  could  I get  any  While  Out.  I arrived  at  The  mouth  of  the 
Bayou  Pierre  Tuesday  morning  nine  Oclock  with  a Detachment 
of  Dragoons  under  the  Comd.  of  Lieut.  Lindsay  Captain  Regan 
and  part  of  his  company  Which  made  made  me  thirty-five  strong. 
When  I arrived  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Creek  Colo.  Burr  had  left  that 
place  and  had  Dropt  Down  the  river  about  three  miles  and  Landed 
On  the  opposite  side — finding  it  Out  of  my  power  to  see  him  with 
my  Detachment  I halted  them  and  mounted  a Subbalteraens 
Guard,  and  With  Captain  Regan  & Lt.  Lindsay  waited  on  Colo. 
Burr,  who  sent  his  skift  for  us  the  Col.  appeared  Glad  to  (see) 
us — I then  Told  Burr  the  Cause  of  My  Visit  he  Declared  he  was 
& ever  had  been  a friend  of  the  United  States  & said  he  was 
astionished  to  Hear  that  the  minds  of  the  people  was  so  much 
alarmed  at  his  coming  on  to  this  country  and  in  a short  Time 
would  convince  the  world  of  his  Views — he  told  me  (he)  would 
remain  in  That  neighborhood  three  or  four  days — we  spent  about 
Two  hours  with  him  & returned  in  his  skift  to  My  Detachment 
who  I found  in  good  Order  but  Darn  hungry,  having  no  Trans- 
port to  Visit  Burr  with  my  men  and  Give  him  a shot — if  necessary 
I have  thought  proper  to  Discharge  them  untill  tomorrow  at 
Which  Time  I shall  Muster  three  or  four  Companys  march  to 
Washing  (ton)  the  Company  called  for  and  the  remainder  to  the 
river  where  I hope  to  be  better  provided  for  in  the  Contractors 
Department — Then  I shall  Be  at  a loss  for  Boats  to  go  on  Board 
of  Burr  or  I could  easily  Take  him  he  has  four  Flat  Bottom  Boats 
and  five  Barges  filled  principally  with  provisions.  I did  not  see 
One  stand  of  arms — and  Colo.  Tiler  informed  me  that  they  had 
none.  I saw  about  fifty  five  or  sixt  men  some  women  & children 
& a few  negroes — So  much  for  the  first  Campaign  you  will  Receive 
enclosed  Major  Thos.  Whites  Resignation  to  gether  with  Captain 
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Harringtons  and  I do  expect  a few  more  of  the  malish  will  be  in 
that  way  in  a few  Days 

I am  Dear  Sir  yours 

W.  H..  Wooldridge, 

Lt.  Col.  Comdg. 

Captain  Reagan  will  command  the  company  that  goes  to 
Washington.  Mr.  J.  Shaw  comes  with  this  express  who  is  a pri- 
vate of  the  Dragoons — I hope  you  will  Order  him  paid  for  his 
services  as  Express. 

His  Exelency 

Cowles  Mead,  Esq. 

0.  Natchez  14th  Tany.  1807. 

Dear  Sir, 

I send  Capt.  Abrams  to  you,  with  orders  to  meet  me  at  the 
mouth  of  Coles  Creek  tomorrow  at  three  oclk,  and  to  ask  whether 
you  had  not  better  arm  me  with  a civil  Process  against  Burr. 
Abrams  can  bring  it  me.  And  to  suggest  Sessions  and  Carters 
being  invited  to  come  on  to  that  place  with  what  men  they  can 
recruit — Young  Beasley  could  be  there  tomorrow  with  thirty  men 
well  armed,  if  you  would  send  an  express  to  him.  We  expect  & 
'mean  to  fight  and  wish  force  so  as  to  ensure  success.  I shall  go 
from  this  with  about  120  men  Green  Speed  & Foster  recruits  a 
volunteer  compy — and  embarks.  Send  Abrams  to  Colo.  Fitz- 
patrick & say  to  him  we  are  advancing  & to  send  to  the  mouth  the 
Creek  all  the  men  who  can,  and  let  the  express  proceed  to  Major 
White  to  join  a little  below  Burrs  Rendervous — This  done  & we 
suffer  Burr  to  escape — I shall  be  more  than  disappointed — I recol- 
lect something  was  said  about  the  command  the  other  day,  if  you 
think  proper  I shall  have  no  objections  to  serve  under  Colo.  Fitz- 
patrick. He  is  unquestionably  a brave  man  & his  rank  entitles 
him  to  the  preference 

In  great  hast  Your  fd  & Servt. 

F.  L.  Claiborne 

Gov.  Mead  Lt.  Colo. 

The  Dragoons  from  this  place  & and  the  different  companies 
could  be  there  in  time — Be  careful  to  give  them  orders  if  you  send 
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them  to  fall,  and  await  orders,  below  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Pierre 
that  the  attack  may  be  together. 

F.  L.  C. 

Natchez  4 oclk.  14th  Jany.'  1807. 

Gov.  Mead, 

I reed,  your  communication  by  Capt.  Hoggett — a thousand 
weight  of  powder  & an  adequate  quantity  of  lead,  will  be  forward- 
ed to  Greenville  in  the  morning  by  J.  Henderson — It  will  not 
reach  Greenville  until  12  oclk.  day  after  tomorrow — I move  from 
this  place  in  the  morning  with  300  men  and  will  be  at  the  mouth 
of  Coles  Creek  at  one  oclk.  the  day  after  tomorrow,  ready  to  re- 
ceive your  further  orders — which  please  give  me.  I hope  you  will 
order  Capt.  Beasland  to  join  me  at  Coles  Creek  the  day  after 
tomorrow  at  ten  Oclk.  — Major  Sessions  & Carter  volunteer  their 
services  and  proceed  with  the  command — 

Capt.  Green  has  turned  out  50  men  from  Natchez 

Yours 

F.  L.  Claiborne 

Lt.  Colo. 


Washington  M.  T.  Jany.  14th  1807. 
Sir, 

Presuming  that  you  have  been  stationed  at  Point  Cupee  for  the 
purpose  of  intercepting  Colo.  Burr  in  his  descent  of  the  river,  who 
is  suspected  of  designs  against  the  peace  and  interest  of  the  United 
State — I have  thought  proper  to  advise  you  of  his  arrival  at  Bayou 
Pierre — We  are  ignorant  of  his  strength  or  views — but  thinking 
that  a cooperation  of  our  forces  might  facilitate  his  apprehension 
or  defeat,  I have  deemed  it  prudent  to  make  you  this  communica- 
tion by  Express — 

I shall  be  well  pleased  to  know  the  arrangements  which  you 
make  in  consequence  hereof — 

Yr.  Vry.  Hble.  Servt. 

Cowles  Mead. 

The  Commandant  of 

the  Squadron  Stationed  at  Point  Cupee. 
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Head  Quarters,  Town  of  Washington, 
Jany.  14th  1807. 


You  are  ordered  to  convene  the  whole  force  of  your  Regiment 
at  Gibson  Port  by  12  oclk.  on  the  16th  inst.  if  possible,  equipt  for 
actual  service  and  there  to  remain  till  further  orders 

Signed 


Cowles  Mead 
Commander  in  Chief 


Colo.  Woolridge,  of  the 
4th  Regmt.  of  the  Militia  of  the 
M.  Territory. 


Head  Quarters  Town  of  Washington 
Jany.  14th  1807. 

You  are  ordered  to  convene  the  whole  force  of  the  Militia  of 
the  2nd  Regiment  at  Greenville  by  three  ock.  on  the  15th  inst. 
or  as  soon  as  possible  thereafter  equipt  for  actual  service  & there 
to  remain  for  further  orders. 

Capt.  Abrams  will  act  as  your  Quarter  Master  and  make  such 
supplies  of  provisions  as  the  militia  may  require — Be  attentive  to 
the  discipline  and  the  subordination  of  the  men  when  in  camp. 

(Signed) 

Cowles  Mead 
Commander  in  Chief. 

To  the  Officer  Commandg. 
the  2nd  Regmt.  of  Militia. 


Washington,  Jany.  15th  1807. 

Sir, 

Your  approach  to  this  Country  has  excited  not  only  the  appre- 
hensions of  the  General  Government,  but  alarmed  in  a high  degree 
the  good  Citizens  of  this  Territory — from  these  causes  I have  or- 
dered my  militia  to  rendezvous  at  such  places  as  will  enable  them 
to  guard  this  Territory  against  any  designs  inimical  to  this  Gev- 
ernment — But  having  heard  thro  Colo.  Woolridge  that  you  pro- 
fess perfect  innocence  of  the  views  charged  to  you,  I have  thought 
proper  to  send  you  a confidential  Aid  de  Camp  to  receive  from  you 
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such  information  on  this  subject  as  you  may  please  to  make  — He 
will  communicate  freely  with  you,  and  you  may  implicitly  confide 
in  every  assurance  which  he  may  make  in  my  name. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  yr. 
vy.  Hble  Servt. 


Colo.  A.  Burr, 

Bayou  Pierre. 


Cowles  Mead. 


Natchez  January  15th  1807. 

Sir 

I have  this  moment  Desptched  your  orders  to  Major  Minor  & 
enclosed  him  a copy  of  the  presidts.  proclamation,  inclosed  you 
have  a copy  of  my  letter  to  Major  John  Minor — Yesterday  at  one 
oClock  I reed,  your  communications  to  the  Commanding  officer  of 
the  squadron  at  point  Coupee  by  Major  Sessions,  & sent  it  off  by 
express  at  two  P.  M.  I expect  to  hear  from  Major  Minor  this 
evening  or  tomorrow  & shall  communicate  all  the  information  to 
your  Excellency  by  express 


I remain  with  sentiments  of 

High  respect  your  Excellencys 
Humble  Sevt. 


Wm.  Scott. 
Brigade  Inspector. 

His  Excellency  Cowles  Mead  Esquire 
Washington. 

Natchez  Jany.  15th  1807. 

Sir, 

This  moment  I have  received  instructions  from  his  Excellenccy 
Cowles  Mead  Esquire  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  Col.  Burr 
at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Buyo  Piere  on  your  side  of  the  river.  Col. 
Claiborne  has  been  Despatched  up  by  water  to  oppose  him  with  a 
select  party — You  are  particularly  required  to  have  your  Battallion 
on  the  alert,  & secure  Burr  as  the  common  enemy  of  our  Country, 
inclosed  you  have  the  proclamation  of  the  president  of  the  U.  S. 
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on  which  your  own  Judgment  will  suggest  the  most  proper  line 


of  action. 


Major  John  Minor, 


I remain  with  sentiments  of  esteem 
your  Most  Obedt.  Humble  Servt. 

Wm.  Scott. 
Brigade  Inspector. 


Concordia — Copy  of  the  original. 


Bank  of  the  Mississippi 

Sir^  Jany.  15th  1807. 

The  letter  which  you  addressed  to  The  Honble.  Cowles  Mead 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  of  the  12th 
Inst,  was  forwarded  to  him  by  me,  and  he  being  informed  at  the 
same  time  that  a warrant  had  been  issued  against  you,  has  directed 
me  to  shew  you  all  the  respect  due  to  your  standing  should  you 
submit  to  the  civil  authority  and  further  to  assure  you  that  every 
security  shall  be  given  to  private  property,  and  every  respect 
paid  you  and  your  associates  that  can  be  done,  after  being  assured 
that  your  plans  are  not  directed  against  the  United  States  or  its 
Territories,  and  also  to  assure  you  of  the  particular  solicitude 
which  he  feels  for  the  verification  of  your  professions  to  himself, 
and  if  you  have  been  vilified  by  rumour  or  the  Pensioned,  you 
shall  receive  all  the  benefits  of  individual  civility,  and  the  full 
and  complete  protection  of  the  Laws  of  the  Territory — at  the  time 
Mr.  Mead  gave  these  instructions  he  believed  I should  find  you 
within  this  Territory — Notwithstanding  you  removed  to  the  west- 
ern shore  of  the  Mississippi,  I still  deem  it  my  duty  to  make  this 
Communication  to  you,  & to  inform  you  that  I have  a small  de- 
tachment of  the  Militia  here  under  my  command,  and  that  I am 
ready  to  afiford  both  yourself  and  associates,  all  the  protection  and 
civility  herein  before  mentioned  should  you  think  proper  to  cross 
the  Mississippi.  Capt.  Davidson  will  deliver  you  this  note,  by 
whom  I shall  expect  your  reply — 

I am  with  due  respect  your  most 
obt.  servt. 

Thomas  Fitzpatrick, 

Lt.  Colo.  Comdr.  & c. 


Colo.  Aaron  Burr. 
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Greenville  January  15th  1807. 

After  receiving  your  note  of  the  13th  Instant  I proceeded  yes- 
terday to  the  mouth  of  the  Bayou  Pierre,  where  I was  informed 
Col.  Burr  then  was,  on  my  arrival  there,  I found  that  he  had 
crossed  the  Mississippi  and  lay  about  two  miles  below  t'he  place 
already  mentioned,  it  was  late  in  the  evening,  I had  not  time  to 
write  so  went  over  in  a small  boat  of  his  (none  other  to  be  had) 
and  made  your  authority  in  me  vested  known  to  him,  he  expressed 
great  surprise  at  the  alarm  his  arrival  had  occasioned  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  people  of  this  Territory,  declared  he  had  no  intention 
of  molesting  them,  &c,  as  it  was  then  dark,  I told  him  I must  then 
return,  he  desired  a conference  in  writing  on  the  subject,  in  the 
morning,  I sent  him  a note  a copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed, 
and  also  his  reply — he  desired  in  the  most  pressing  terms  by  a 
message  sent  by  Capt.  Davidson  that  I would  return,  and  confer 
more  at  large  on  the  subject,  and  as  I had  reason  to  believe  he 
intended  to  make  use  of  the  terms  offered,  I went  again  to  see 
him,  he  seemed  to  have  but  one  objection  to  an  immediate  surren- 
der and  that  was  to  be  first  assured  that  his  trial,  for  whatever 
offence  he  might  stand  charged  might  be  within  this  Territory, 
and  offered  if  I would  promise  this  to  him,  to  recross  the  Missis- 
sippi and  go  to  Washington  with  me  to  day,  but  as  I considered  a 
promise  of  this  kind  out  of  my  power,  I declined  making  it,  he 
then  offered  to  remain  where  he  was,  on  my  promising  him  not  to 
be  interupted  by  any  force  sent  against  him  by  this  Territory, 
untill  I could  summit  this  consideration  to  yourself  and  that  if  you 
would  give  him  this  assurance ; to  surrender  immediately,  if  not 
to  be  at  liberty  to  come  over  and  summit  as  aforesaid,  or  to  decline 
it,  as  he  might  think  proper.  I agreed  to  this  proposition,  and 
was  so  far  on  my  way  to  see  you  on  the  subject,  when  I was  in- 
formed Col.  Claiborne  was  on  his  way  up  the  Mississippi  with  a 
considerable  force  destined  against  him.  I have  therefore  deter- 
mined to  return  early  in  the  morning,  and  inform  him  he  must 
under  these  circumstance  summit  to  the  civil  authority,  or,  trust 
to  events.  Major  Bowmar  overtook  me  before  I reached  Col. 
Burr,  is  fully  acquainted  with  the  whole  transaction,  and  can  give 
you  more  full  information.  I am  very  unwell,  but  expect  to  be 
able  to  close  this  business  notwithstanding  my  indisposition. 
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There  is  nothing  serious  to  be  apprehended  from  Col.  Burr  at 
this  time,  his  whole  force  does  not  exceed  ioo  men  and  they  are 
not  all  armed,  he  has  no  cannon  of  any  description  at  least  none 
ready  for  service.  I fully  expect  him  to  summit  to  the  civil  au- 
thority of  this  Territory  the  moment  I see  him  tomorrow — 

I am  with  great  respect 
your  most  obt. 

Thom.  Fitzpatrick 

I shall  let  the  militia  remain  imbodied  (for  from  sake)  untill 
the  close  of  this  Business, 

Honble.  Cowles  Mead. 

Sir>  15*  Jan.  1807. 

I have  reed,  by  Capt.  Davidson  your  letter  of  this  date — 
In  proposing  that  I should  submit  to  civil  authority  it  is  observed 
that  you  refer  to  the  precept  issued  by  a Magistrate  of  an  a joining 
County  as  the  only  authority  which  has  made  any  requisition — 
before  any  reply  can  be  made  to  that  part  of  your  letter  it  is  fit  that 
I be,  informed  whether  this  be  the  fact  & if  not,  of  the  nature  of 
any  other  process  which  may  have  been  issued  & and  the  charge  it 
may  contain — 

If  the  object  of  the  civil  authority  referred  to,  be  a prompt  en- 
quiry and  decision  on  the  spot,  it  would  give  me  pleasure  again  to 
verify  in  this  manner  the  declarations  which  I have  lately  made 
to  the  acting  Governor — 

I pray  that  you  and  Mr.  Mead  will  accept  my  thanks  for  your 
offers  of  civility  & protection, 

and  am  respectfully 
Yr.  Obt. 

(Signed)  A.  Burr. 

Col.  Fitzpatrick. 

Camp  Coles  Creek  16th  Jany.  1807 
9 oclk  at  night — 

The  Honble.  Cowles  Mead, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  Aid  De  Camps  by  their  armistice,  and  your  armamant  at 
this  place  & its  vicinity,  have  put  Colo.  Burr  completely  in  your 
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power — If  perchance  this  Gentleman  does  not  think  proper  to 
submit  himself  & party  to  the  laws  of  his  Country — This  Territory 
will  have  the  honor  to  enforce  a compliance — Your  Aids  deserve 
well,  & should  Colo.  Burr  ask  too  much,  my  life  & that  of  the 
detachment  stand  pleged  to  bring  the  descending  party,  to  your 
Head  Quarters — 

Yours  afftely, 

F.  L.  Claiborne, 

Let  me  see  you  before  your  interview  with  Colo.  Burr — 

F.  L.  C. 


Dear  Sir, 

I have  taken  four  men  just  landed  from  a boat  & have  evidence 
that  they  descended  the  river  with  Colo.  Burr  he  has  crossed  over 
to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river — One  of  those  persons  is  a Mr. 
Butler  who  is  an  open  and  declared  partisan  of  Burr — He  left  this 
a few  days  since — after  arresting  Butler  Henderson  took  from  the 
pocket  of  Butler  a pocket  Book  and  gave  it  to  Sturges  who  dis- 
posed of  it  before  I was  informed  of  the  circumstance  on  my  return 
I think  I can  produce  Testimony  sufficient  to  convict  Butler  and 
Henderson.  Burr  has  about  150  well  armed  men.  I will  halt  at 
mouth  of  Coles  Creek  for  a reinforcement  tomorrow  eve’ng — I 
hope  to  proceed  in  the  enterprise  particularly  if  I meet  the  expected 
reinforcement. 

In  great  haste 

Yours 

F.  L.  Claiborne 

Lt.  Newman  will  deliver  you  the  prisoner — one  of  them  is  a 
young  man  by  the  name  of  Hays  who  is  the  son  of  an  old  ac- 
quaintance of  mine  & my  Brother — I think  he  is  mislead — I shall 
be  off  this  ev’ng.  Ragan  did  not  succeed. 

F.  L.  C. 

Gov.  Mead, 

Washington. 

Sir 

Finding  that  some  restless  spirits  are  about  Natchez  who 
evince  a hostile  disposition  to  the  views  of  the  Government  and 
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favorable  to  the  designs  of  the  man  now  in  the  custody  of  the 
law — I have  thought  proper  from  these  causes  to  order  you  (to) 
apprehend  every  person  of  this  description  and  take  them  before 
a civil  officer  when  if  you  can  substantiate  the  same  by  affidavit 
you  will  send  them  out  to  Judge  Rodney  under  Guard  or  other  wise 
and  aid  on  all  occasions  the  Civil  Authority  in  keeping  paece  & 
obliging  respect  to  the  Laws — you  will  pay  every  respect  to  the 
laws  of  your  Country  and  oblige  all  others  to  do  the  same — the 
number  of  Burrs  friends  require  much  vigilance — their  licentious- 
ness must  be  curbed 

Yrs.  respectfully 


Cowles  Mead. 

Colo.  Claiborne. 

Regmt.  Militia. 


General  Oders 

Camp  Mouth  of  Coles  Creek 

Jany.  16  1807  9 oClock  at  night. 


The  troop  embodied  at  Greenville  will  march  to  this  place  with 
all  possible  despatch.  It  is  expected  they  will  reach  this  place  by 
9 oClock  to  morrow  morning. 

By  order 

W.  B.  Shields 

Aid  De  Camp. 


Port  Gibson  17th  Jany.  1807. 

Sir  Your  orders  of  the  Twelfth  and  Fourteenth  Inst,  are  Duly 
attended  to  and  in  consequence  of  Which  I had  my  Regimental 
order  Issued  and  Waited  with  what  force  convened  at  Port  Gibson 
and  its  vicinity  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth — I anticipated  your 
order  Relative  to  a quarter  master  and  appointed  one  ere  your 
order  Reached  me — on  the  15th  Inst,  provisions  ware  procured  for 
the  Detachment  on  the  morning  of  the  16  But  with  Great  Diffi- 
culty. 

Lt.  Lindsay  of  the  Dragoons,  Whom  I appointed  Quarter 
Master  on  that  mornin  Observed  that  he  had  no  money  of  his 
own  to  purchase  provisions  and  That  he  had  frequently  attempted 
without  success  to  purchase  on  accpt.  of  the  united  States  & 
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the  I’ erritory  The  Consequence  was,  I was  Obliged  to  Dismiss  My 
Regt.  yesterday — with  an  Injunction  to  meet  again  this  Day  at 
Ten  OClock. 

My  force  however  was  not  assembled  untill  Twelve  Oclock 
and  I had  not  provisions  for  the  Troops — Was  from  Imperious 
necessity  oblige  to  Dismiss  them — With  an  Order  to  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness  to  march  at  a moments  Warning — I have  To 
observe  that  altho  the  object  of  the  movement  from  report  is  a 
novelty  with  the  Regt. — that  few  have  Discovered  a pointed 
refusal  to  march. 

I shall  with  alacity  attend  to  the  Orders  you  may  deem  proper 
to  forward  to  me — For  Dismissing  My  Regt.  With  Out  orders 
from  your  Exelency — I feel  acquitted  of  Censure  on  account  of 
the  Impossibility  of  procuring  provisions  for  the  Troops  I wish 
your  Exlency  To  inform  whether  the  Troop  of  horse  of  this 
County  is  subject  to  my  order  or  not  in  Cases  simirlar  to  the 
present — or  in  any  other — this  Question  arises  from  a Dispasion 
(disposition)  I find  in  the  officers  Commanding  the  Troop  to  Be 
Disobedient  To  Me — Tis  now  snowing,  I am  Dam  cold  and  must 
close  my  letter  or  my  Ink  will  freese  & fingars. 


I am  Dear  Sir  your  friend 

W.  H.  Wooldridge 
Lt.  Colo.  Comdg.  4 Rgt.  Infy. 

N.  B. 

No  word  from  Colo.  Burr  since  My  Last  to  you — By  this  ex- 
press you  will  Let  me  hear  from  you. 

Wooldridge. 


His  Exlency  Cowles  Mead  Esq. 


Washington. 


Washington  Jany.  19th  1807. 
Mississippi  Territory. 

Sir, 

In  obedience  to  your  instructions  by  express  of  the  20th  of 
December  last  I immediately  prorogued  the  Legislature  and  then 
proceeded  to  put  the  Territory  in  a state  of  preparation  for  the 
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arrestation  of  the  suspicious  persons  and  boats  which  were  con- 
templated, My  militia  were  collected  at  particular  points  on  the 
river  when  I reed,  a letter  from  Colo.  Burr,  who  had  landed  at 
Bayou  Pierre  with  nine  boats  and  about  one  hundred  men — This 
letter  went  to  an  avowel  of  his  innocence  of  the  charges  which 
rumour  and  public  apprehension  had  aroused  against  him  and 
solicited  me  to  appease  the  fears  which  his  approach  had  begotten, 
at  the  same  time  he  guarded  me  against  horrors  of  civil  war  and 
the  evils  resulting  from  such  a state  of  things — this  seeming 
threat  induced  me  to  adopt  a different  mode  of  conduct  from  what 
the  Col.  might  have  expected,  and  instead  of  adopting  his  pacific 
admonition,  I ordered  a very  large  portion  of  the  Militia  of  the 
Territory  to  rendesvous  at  certain  points  and  wait  further  orders — 
with  the  promptitude  of  Spartans  our  fellow  Citizens  shouldered 
their  fire  locks  and  in  twenty-four  hours  I had  the  honor  to 
review  275  men  at  Natchez  prepared  to  defend  their  Country; 
they  were  ordered  under  the  Command  of  Col.  Claiborne  to  a 
point  on  the  river  about  21  miles  above  the  City  there  to  remain  to 
guard  the  River  and  to  intercept  for  inspection  all  boats  that  might 
descend  the  river, — on  the  16th  I dispatched  two  of  my  Aids  to 
Col.  Burr  who  had  tended  his  respect  to  the  civil  authority  these 
Gentlemen  engaged  on  my  part  to  give  the  Col.  an  interview  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  Detachment  stationed  at  the  mouth  of 
Coles  Creek — conforable  thereto  I met  the  Col.  on  the  17th  and 
after  a lengthy  interview  he  offered  to  surrendered  himself  to  the 
civil  authority  of  the  Territory  and  to  suffer  his  boats  to  be 
searched — on  the  18th  Colo.  Burr  accompanied  by  my  Aids  Majors 
Shields  and  Poindexter,  rode  down  to  this  place  and  was  com- 
mitted to  the  highest  tribunal  of  the  civil  authority  where  he  now 
remains  for  trial. 

Four  Gentlemen  of  unquestionable  respectability  with  a detach- 
ment of  30  men  are  now  in  the  act  of  making  the  search  of  the 
boats  and  tomorrow  I expect  their  report — Thus  Sir  this  mighty 
alarm  (with  all  its  exagerations  has  eventuated  in  nine  boats  and 
one  hundred  men  and  the  major  part  are  boys  or  young  men  just 
from  school — many  of  their  depositions  have  been  taken  before 
Judge  Rodney,  but  they  bespeak  ignorance  of  the  views  or  de- 
signs of  the  Col. — I believe  them  really  ignorant  and  deluded,  I 
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believe  that  they  are  the  dupes  of  stratagems,  if  the  asservations  of 
Gen’l  Eaton  and  Wilkinson  are  to  be  accredited. — 

The  various  letters,  rumours  and  publications  on  the  subject 
of  this  association  induced  me  to  expect  a much  larger  force,  I 
therefore  drew  a proportioned  power  into  the  field — many  of  them 
being  unarmed  I have  used  the  credit  of  the  Government  there- 
for,— all  the  amunition  we  had  to  purchase  in  the  same  way — 
which  will  make  Col.  Burrs  visit  to  this  Country  a very  expensive 
one  to  the  United  States  and  very  troublesome  to  our  Militia — 
But  Sir  it  has  afforded  them  an  opportunity  to  demonstarte  their 
attachment  to  the  Genh  Government  and  they  have  done  so  wfith 
honor  to  themselve  and  their  Country — their  alacrity  was  never 
exceeded  even  in  the  origin  of  our  Glorious  Revolution — The  night 
after  their  encampment  without  tents,  or  any  of  ordinary  camp 
comforts,  a heavy  snow  fell  upon  them  which  they  bore  without  a 
murmur — on  the  18th  I visited  them  in  camp  amidst  the  snow  and 
mud  to  inform  them  of  the  surrender  of  Colo.  Burr  and  discharge 
them  from  the  present  service — They  met  me  with  cheerful  and 
annimated  countenances,  which  proved  that  they  were  delighted 
with  an  opportunity  of  shewing  their  love  of  Country — 

Permit  me  to  recommend  them  to  the  attention  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States — and  say  to  him  that  they  are  worthy  of  the 
affection  of  their  fellow  Citizens  throughout  the  Union. — 

I am  bound  by  Justice  to  distinguish  the  patriotic  alacrity  of 
Col.  Claiborne  who  commanded  this  detachment  and  bore  with  his 
fellow  soldiers  all  the  rigor  of  the  season,  as  a soldier  should  have 
done.  I would  likewise  acknowledge  with  pleasure  the  aid  and 
assistance  of  Col.  Fitzpatrick  and  the  prompt  services  of  Major 
Sessions  of  the  first  regiment — My  aids  Majors  Shields  and 
Poindexter,  have  large  claims  on  my  condidence  and  approba- 
tion— nay,  Sir,  every  officer  of  this  detachment  merits  a particular 
distinction  and  have  secured  the  respect  of  their  Executive. 

With  high  consideration  I am 

Yr.  vy.  Hble.  Servt. 

(Signed)  Cowles  Mead. 

The  Plonble. 

Henry  Dearborn 
Scy.  of  War. 
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Jany.  21st  1807. 

g-f  Washington  M.  Ty. 

I have  the  satisfaction  to  announce  to  you  that  we  have  de- 
livered Col.  Burr  to  the  civil  authority  of  this  Territory,  which 
is  invested  with  complete  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  involving  the 
interests  of  the  United  States.  The  vigilance  of  the  tribunal 
before  whom  this  distinguished  offender  now  stands  may  be  con- 
fidently relied  on ; We  want  only  that  convincing  testimony  which 
we  are  persuaded  you  can  afford  to  bring  to  condign  punishment  a 
culprit  whose  conduct  menaces  the  peace  and  good  order  of  every 
rank  of  society  in  the  United  States. 

I have  therefore  to  solicit  that  you  will  immediately  take 
measures  to  procure  and  forward  to  the  Hon;  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  this  Territory  such  testimony  as  may  be  in  your 
possession  or  power  to  establish  the  charge  of  treason  or  any  other 
crime  or  misdemeanor  committed  by  Colo.  Burr  against  the  U 
States,  and  thereby  promote  a restoration  of  domestic  tranquility 
in  the  Country  to  which  we  mutually  owe  allegiance. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be 

Yr.  Hble.  Servt. 

Cowles  Mead. 

P S 

It  is  expected  that  an  indictment  will  be  preferred  in  the 
above  mentioned  case  on  the  1st  monday  in  the  next  month. 

C.  Mead. 

Gen'l  James  Wilkinson 

Command. g the  Army  of  the  U.  S. 
at  New  Orleans.  . 


North  Fork  of  Coles  Creek 

Dear  Sir  Jefferson  County  Jany.  20  1807. 

I received  your  orders  last  night  by  Mr.  Everard  Green  who 
informed  me  on  his  way  up  to  my  House  he  met  with  Colo.  Bur- 
nett on  his  way  to  Washington,  & that  Colo.  Burnett  told  him  that 
Judge  Bruin  said  Colo.  Burr  informed  him  that  he  was  going  to 
attack  the  Spaniards ; and  that  he  bid  defiance  to  the  united  states 
to  stop  him.  Colo.  Burnett  also  told  Mr.  Green  that  there  was  a 
man  of  his  acquaintance  whom  he  could  rely  on  went  over  with 
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the  troop  from  Claiborne  County  to  Colo.  Burr’s  Boats  and  while 
others  were  engaged  in  conversation  with  Burr,  he  was  examining 
the  different  boats  and  in  one  of  them  he  observed  three  French 
muskets  setting  up,  & upon  further  examination  found  that  the 
boat  was  loaded  with  arms  of  that  kind  and  that  he  since  under- 
stood that  said  boat  was  run  about  half  a mile  up  the  Bayou,  and 
that  there  was  two  Hundred  men  stationed  near  said  boat — 

For  further  information  you  will  please  to  inquire  of  Colo. 
Burnett. — I have  also  been  informed  by  good  Authority  that 
* certain  negroes  in  the  neighborhood  of  Greenville  have  been  heard 
a few  nights  ago  Huzzarring  for  Burrs  men — from  that  kind  of 
conduct  it  may  be  necessary  to  keep  up  a strict  Patrole. 

I shall  endeavor  to  comply  with  my  orders  as  near  as  I can — 
I am  with  due  respect 

Your  Friend  & Hbl.  St. 

John  A.  Davidson. 

Cowles  Mead  Esqr. 

Exercising  the  Powers  of  Governor. 


Petty  Gulf  January  20th  1807. 

Information  today  by  Capt.  Wm.  Calvin  From  Pencylvania 
informs  me  on  oath,  that  12  boats  of  Burrs  is  in  two  days  saile 
from  this  place  loaded  with  arms  amunition  & provision — When 
I heard  your  speech  a few  days  ago  to  your  friends  at  the  mouth 
of  Cowles  Creek  all  Doubts  is  removed.  Those  Boats  only  wates 
the  arrivle  of  the  rest  in  my  conception — Your  Exelency  I trust 
will  take  such  measures  as  will  remove  those  from  this  place 
Lower  Down  to  prevent  their  reinforcement,  the  number  of  men 
here  under  my  direction  is  only  twenty  odd  & much  worne  out  I 
want  you  Exelency  orders, 

Jno  L.  Patterson 
Lieut. 

By  order  of  Majr.  Flaharty. 


To  Governor  Mead. 


Dear  Sir  Fort  ^ams  2Ist  January  1807. 

I rite  to  you  by  Mr  Munson  who  I send  Express  for  the  pur- 
pose to  Receive  your  further  Orders  what  way  I shall  act  at  this 
place — and  what  time  we  are  to  meet  at  Washington  for  to  furnish 
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our  Seshsion.  I have  received  no  letter  from  you  nor  no  other 
Officer  since  a few  lines  from  Major  Shields.  I have  wated  in 
hopes  to  receive  a letter  by  mondays  mail,  but  to  my  great  disap- 
pointment there  was  none.  I thought  the  next  day  that  there  wold 
be  sum  person  that  you  wold  send  to  give  orders  what  way  I shold 
conduct  myself  as  relates  to  the  publick  affairs  I give  you  an  Ac- 
count when  we  arrived  at  this  place  by  Mr.  Connell.  there  has 
nothing  new  that  has  happened  since  we  came  to  this  post.  I took 
persession  of  Fort  Adams  on  the  fifteenth  of  this  Instant  with 
fifty  one  good  looking  soldiers  and  Capt.  Marsalis  with  twenty-five 
Exclusive  of  officers. 

We  have  received  no  men  from  Major  Johnsons  Batalion,  till 
this  evening  Capt  Ensign  Bruce  came  in  with  three  men,  and  gives 
no  Account  that  there  will  be  eaney  more  here  from  that  Batalion 

I have  the  satisfaction  to  say  that  the  men  have  behaved  like 
good  orderly  soldiers,  and  I think  that  they  wold  fite  brave,  thav 
appear  to  bee  anchtious  to  meet  the  Burrits  we  have  brote  all 
boats  to  that  were  Decending  the  river.  Examined  the  persons 
that  had  charge  of  them  and  has  permitted  them  to  go  on  their 
voige.  I received  a letter  from  the  Uninted  States  Store  Keeper 
Major  Martin  at  the  mouth  of  Licken  by  one  of  the  boats  that  past 
directed  to  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Fort  Adams  with  advise 
and  a receipt  inclosed  that  he  had  sent  to  his  care  twenty  barrels 
of  powder,  whitch  I received  and  give  my  receipt  for  and  has  put 
it  in  the  Magisseen. 

I have  made  a small  purchas  of  powder  and  led  as  soon  as  we 
came  to  this  place,  on  your  credit,  twenty  poubds  of  powder  and 
twenty  five  of  led  and  sum  other  small  articles  that  the  service 
stood  in  need  of  whitch  I will  lay  a staement  before  you  whenn  I 
see  you  again.  I have  appointed  Mr.  Thomas  Luvlice  our  Quarter 
Master  and  he  has  furnished  us  with  good  rashins. 

I will  attempt  to  give  you  sum  news  that  came  in  a letter  to 
this  place  from  New  Orleans  of  the  arest  of  a number  of  persons 
in  new  Orleans  there  is  Judge  Workman,  Lewis  Car  and  James 
M.  Bradford  and  a number  of  officers  that  belonged  to  the  army, 
as  you  may  have  heard  of  that  matter  I will  say  nothing  more  till 
I see  you  on  that  subject. 

I hope  you  will  give  me  the  particulars  of  what  has  past  since 
I left  you,  and  what  is  like  to  be  done  with  Burr,  as  we  have 
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nothing  that  we  cann  depend  on,  since  I seen  you  whitch  I do 
think  very  hard  of,  as  the  Country  people  are  here  every  day  in 
hopes  to  no  what  is  done  at  head  quarters  not  that  I think  hard  of 
you,  but  that  sum  of  my  friends  mite  have  rit  to  me  for  I no  you 
must  have  been  mutch  Ingaged  with  business 

We  have  heard  that  Burr  has  Sorrendered  to  you  on  terms  that 
you  have  brote  him  to  Washington  to  Agree  on  those  terms,  and 
if  you  shold  Dissagree  that  you  are  to  put  him  on  board  of  his 
Boats  again  and  give  him  a cahnce  to  defend  himself  as  if  nothing 
had  been  done  but  of  that  report  I have  my  own  opinion  of,  and 
are  shure  that  there  is  no  truth  in  it 

Sir  I shall  attend  to  your  Instructions  whatever  thay  may  be 
to  the  best  of  my  Abilityes  and  Judgment  for  the  good  of  my 
Country,  as  you  may  think  fit  to  Order  me.  I hope  you  will 
Excuzes  my  bad  riting  and  spelling  as  it  is  late  at  nite  and  I am  in 
a hurry  and  am  verry  mutch  defiseent  in  all  those  acomplishments. 

Dear  Sir  Exsept  my  most  Sincear  wishes  for  your  healh  and 
Prosperity  is  the  wishis  of  your  friend  and  Humble  Servant. 

Joshua  Baker 

Coals  Meade.  Esqr. 

Washington  Jany.  26th  1807. 

Sir, 

My  last  communication  of  the  19th  inst.  informed  you  that 
Colo.  Burr  was  in  the  custody  of  the  law — he  has  given  bail  be- 
fore Judge  Rodney  in  the  sum  of  10000  dollars  for  his  appearance 
at  Court  to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  February — his  boats 
have  been  searched  by  four  Gentlemen  of  undoubted  patriotism, 
who  report  a large  supply  of  flour,  pork  whiskey  and  corn  meal — 
of  the  ten  boats  of  different  kinds  the  report  states  them  to  be 
badly  loaded — Their  military  stores  consist  of  three  muskets,  six 
fusees,  eleven  rifles — two  blunderbusses,  thirteen  brace  of  pistols 
five  swords  and  three  or  four  pounds  of  powder — We  think  that 
this  report  is  inaccurate  as  to  the  arms  brought  down,  and  are  of 
the  opinion  that  they  must  have  concealed  them  on  the  shore — I 
have  ordered  an  enterprizing  officer,  Capt.  Davidson  with  a secret 
party  to  search  the  shore  & Bayou  near  which  the  Colo,  first 
anchored — we  expect  to  hear  of  Capt.  Davidson  to  day  by  Colo. 
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Fitzpatrick,  who  has  been  ordered  to  superintend  the  guards 
stationed  on  the  river  between  Natchez  and  Bayou  Pierre. 

In  committing  Colo.  Burr  to  the  civil  authority  I have 
obeyed  the  sacred  respect  which  I feel  towards  the  laws  and 
Constitution  of  my  Country — to  have  held  him  in  duress  by 
Executive  or  military  power  would  have  been  prostrating  a prin- 
ciple in  our  Government  which  I deemed  more  important  than  the 
punishment  of  a great  offender — I was  taught  early  to  believe  that 
the  project  had  completely  failed,  and  that  many  good  men  had 
been  deluded  by  false  assurances  to  join  in  the  enterprize — under 
these  impressions  I have  adopted  such  a mode  of  conduct  as 
promised  to  bring  back  the  deluded  to  their  friends  and  their 
Country  & at  the  same  time  have  kept  up  a vigilant  enquiry  into 
every  subject  which  promised  a development  of  the  plot,  so  as  to 
authorize  the  punishment  of  the  criminal. 

On  the  24th  inst.  I drew  on  you  for  three  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  seventeen  dollars  and  forty  cents  of  or  about  the 
same  date  I drew  in  favor  of  John  Henderson  Esqr.  for  sixteen 
hundred  and  eighty  four  dollars — The  greater  part  of  these  drafts 
are  for  Arms,  amunition  and  &c  &c  which  I found  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  equipment  of  the  militia,  which  I thought  the 
occasion  required — some  accounts  are  still  unliquidated — the 
Quarter  Master  is  now  busily  employed  in  collecting  them,  and 
they  will  be  transmitted  by  the  first  safe  private  opportunity. 

It  will  add  much  to  my  gratification  to  have  managed  this  un- 
pleasant affair  in  a way  satisfactory  to  the  Genl.  Govmt. — if  other- 
wise I must  console  myself  with  the  intentions  by  which  I was 
governed — However  on  that  subject  I can  suffer  no  fears. 

I have  the  pleasure  to  announce  the  arrival  of  Gov.  Williams 
in  good  health — 

With  high  consideration,  I am 

yr.  vy.  Hble.  Servt. 


Hon.  H.  Dearborn. 
Secy,  of  War. 


Cowles  Mead. 
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Head  Quarters  Town  of  Washington 
Jany.  27th  1807. 

You  will  forthwith  dismiss  the  deatchment  mustered  as  a 
guard  from  your  Regiment,  and  stationed  at  the  petit  Gulph. 

By  order  W.  B.  Shields 

Aid  De  Camp. 

Col.  Fitzpatrick  of  the 
2nd  Reg. 

Head  Quarters  Town  of  Washington 
Jany.  27th  1807. 

You  will  forthwith  dismiss  the  troop  under  your  command 
from  further  actual  service  at  this  time. 

By  order 

W.  B.  Shields, 

Aid  De  Camp. 

(No  address  on  this  order) 

Head  Quarters  Town  of  Washington 
Jany.  27th  1807. 

You  will  dismiss  the  men  under  your  command  on  parol,  until 
Sunday  evening  next,  when  they  will  rendezvous  again  at  Ft. 
Dearborn 

By  order 

W.  B.  Shields, 

Aid  De  Camp. 

Capt  Morrow. 

From  the  Governor  to  the  Legislative  Council  & House  of 
Representatives. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council  & 

House  of  Representatives 

I have  read  with  lively  emotions  your  affectionate  address  of 
yesterday — Be  pleased  to  accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  pleasure 
you  manifest  on  the  arrival  of  myself  and  family. 

While  we  view  with  just  indignation  the  aggressions  of  foreign 
enemies  and  the  machinations  of  internal  foes,  the  promptitude 
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with  which  our  citizens  turned  out  to  repel  both  is  calculated  to 
afford  us  real  satisfaction ; and  I fondly  hope  that  the  zeal  and 
patriotism  exhibited  by  the  people  of  this  Territory  in  the  scenes 
which  have  lately  passed  will  insure  to  them  both  at  home  and 
abroad  that  portion  of  praise  so  justly  their  due. 

It  also  affords  me  peculiar  pleasure  to  find  that  the  officer 
who  has  conducted  the  Executive  Department  through  those 
stormy  periods  has  deserved  so  well — His  great  reward  will  be  in 
the  thankfulness  of  his  fellow  Citizens. 

I should  prove  unfaithful  to  my  own  feelings  were  I to  con- 
ceal the  pleasing  sensations  excited  by  the  confidence  you  express 
in  my  attachment  to  law,  order  & good  Government  and  a deter- 
mination to  maintain  the  honor,  prosperity  and  Independence  of 
our  Common  Country — In  these  are  comprehended  the  great  car- 
dinal duties  both  of  the  citizen  and  the  officer  & ought  to  be  pur- 
sued with  an  undeviating  step. 

Accept,  Gentlemen,  my  warm  acknowledgments  for  the  sup- 
port which  you  tender,  and  allow  me  to  offer  you  in  return 
assurances  of  my  confidence  in  your  zeal  to  promote  the  public 

?°°d-  (Signed) 

Robert  Williams, 

Washington  Jany.  27th  1807. 

By  Robert  Williams  Governor  of  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

A Proclamation. 

Whereas  Aaron  Burr,  Esq.  late  vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  bound  in  Recognizance  to  appear  at  the  Supreme 
Court  of  this  Territory,  himself  in  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
Dollars,  and  two  securities  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  and  five 
hundred  Dollars  each,  “to  answer  Bills  of  Indictment  that  might 
be  found  against  him,  and  to  continue  to  appear  from  day  to 
day,  untill  dismissed  by  said  Court,”  which  he  has  failed  to  com- 
ply with,  and  as  it  appears  has  made  his  escape. 

I do,  therefore,  issue  this  my  Proclamation  for  apprehending 
the  said  Aaron  Burr,  Esq.  and  by  the  powers  and  authorities 
which  I possess,  will  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid,  to  any  person  or 
persons^  who  will  take  the  person  of  said  Aaron  Burr,  and  cause 
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him  to  be  delivered  to  me  at  this  place,  or  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  sum  of  Two  Thousand  Dollars. 

Given  under  my  Hand,  at  the  Town  of  Washington,  this  6th 
day  of  February  1807. 

(Signed) 

Robert  Williams. 

Head  Quarters  General  Orders, 
gjr  ' Feby.  10th  1807. 

You  will  without  delay,  take  measures  to  apprehend  the  per- 
son of  Aaron  Burr,  and  all  persons  supposed  to  be  of  his  party 
whenever  they  may  be  within  this  Territory,  and  have  them  con- 
fined under  a strong  Military  guard  untill  further  orders. — To 
effect  this  end  you  are  authorized  to  call  on  any  portion  of  the  Mi- 
litia of  your  County. — and  to  act  in  all  respects  in  such  manner  as 
in  your  opinion  circumstances  may  require. 

(Signed)  Robert  Williams. 

Colo.  Fitzpatrick. 

Head  Quarters  General  Orders, 
gjr  Feby.  10th  1807. 

You  will  without  delay  take  and  keep  safely  under  a strong 
Military  Guard  the  person  of  Comfort  Tyler. — Who  I am  in- 
formed is  in  your  City  also  any  others  supposed  to  be  of  the  party 
of  Colo.  Burr — You  will  also  proceed  to  any  Boats  of  theirs  that 
may  be  near  Natchez,  place  strong  guards  over  them  and  suffer 
no  communication  to  or  from  them  by  or  with  any  one — Should 
there  appear  more  than  an  ordinary  number  of  persons  about  or 
with  the  Boats,  have  all  such  brought  off  and  placed  under  suffi- 
cient guard. — 

To  effect  these  orders  you  will  call  on  any  portion  of  the 
Militia  of  your  Regiment,  also  such  of  the  Adams’  troop  as  may 
be  near  Natchez  will  act  with  you  and  under  your  command,  you 
will  also  take  immediate  steps  for  having  as  many  of  the  Militia 
of  your  Regiment  imbodied  and  equipped  for  service  by  7 Oclock 
tomorrow  morning. 

(Signed)  Robert  Williams. 

Colo.  F.  L.  Claiborne. 
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Washington  Feby.  13th  1807. 

Your  two  notes  the  one  without  date  the  other  under  that  of 
yesterday  I have  this  moment  received — Without  animadverting 
on  the  unusual  style  which  you  have  committed  to  yourself — I 
can  only  say  that  from  the  Judicial  proceedings  in  this  Territory 
you  cannot  be  considered  in  any  other  light  than  as  a fugitive 
from  the  laws  of  your  Country — with  those  you  are  too  well 
acquainted  not  to  know  that  it  belongs  to  a Department  different 
from  mine  to  determine  as  to  the  nature  of  your  offence,  and  to 
decide  as  to  the  manner  in  which  you  are  to  be  treated. — Hence 
you  must  see  it  would  be  as  improper  as  it  would  be  undignified 
in  me  to  enter  into  any  stipulations  as  to  your  surrender — In 
Justice  to  myself,  however,  I will  observe  that  so  long  as  I have 
the  honor  to  preside  in  this  Territory  I shall  never  use  the  Mili- 
tary, except  in  aid  of  the  Civil  Authority,  and  that  if  you  submit 
yourself  to  this  you  may  be  assured  it  shall  “be  exercised  towards 
you  within  the  limits  proscribed  for  other  Citizens’’  simularly 
situated — 

I am  yours  &c 
(Signed) 

Robert  Williams. 

Col.  Aaron  Burr. 


5jr Washington  March  1st  1807. 

I am  informed  that  Aaron  Burr,  whose  escape  trom  the  Cus- 
tody of  the  law,  I have  announced  by  proclamation  has  been  ar- 
rested, and  is  now  in  your  custody — 

It  is  proper  that  Air.  Burr  should  be  sent  immediately  to  the 
City  of  Washington,  and  Silas  Dinsmore  Esq.  has  been  selected  as 
a proper  character,  to  take  charge  of  and,  Conduct  him  thither — 
You  will  therefore  deliver  Mr.  Burr  into  his  Custody. 

Although  orders  are  given  for  Mr.  Dinsmore  to  receive  aid 
from  the  Militia,  it  is  expeted  you  will  also  afford  such  or  fur- 
ther, within  your  power,  as  exigensis  may  require. 

I am  yours  with  Respect 
(Signed) 

Robert  Williams. 

Lieut.  Emd.  P.  Gaines — 


■ 

76 


Washington  March  1st  1807. 

Sir. 

I was  informed  last  evening  by  an  express  from  Lieutenant 
Gaines  that  Col.  Burr  had  been  arrested  under  my  Proclamation 
near  Fort  Stodart,  at  which  place  he  was  confined,  I have  this 
day  dispatched  our  mutual  friend  Silas  Dinsmore  Esq.  to  that 
place,  with  the  necessary  orders  to  take  charge  of  him,  and  con- 
duct him  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Although  Mr.  Dinsmore  has  a discretion  as  to  the  route  and 
manner  of  doing  this,  it  is  understood  that  he  may  bring  Mr. 
Burr  to  Natchez  and  take  him  round  by  water  in  one  of  the  Public 
armed  vessels  as  the  most  safe  and  eligible,  this  however  is  to  re- 
main incog;  except  with  Dinsmore,  Capt,  Shaw  and  myself,  and 
it  may  be  proper  to  be  the  case  in  Orleans  except  with  yourself 
and  the  Govenor. 

I have  advised  that  Mr.  Burr  be  taken  on,  under  a Commit- 
ment from  the  Judge  of  the  District  which  he  is  authorized  by  an 
act  of  Congress  to  do.  This,  at  the  same  time  that  it  may  be  the 
most  legal,  will  guard  against  his  discharge  by  any  of  the  inter- 
mediate Civil  Authorities,  under  the  Writ  of  habeas  Corpus. 

I wrote  you  fully  on  the  25th  ultimo  respecting  the  proceed- 
ings had  in  this  Territory  relative  to  Burr  Floyd,  Tyler  & others — 
since  which  nothing  has  taken  place  worth  notice,  except  that 
Floyd  has  given  bail  and  started  for  Kentucky. 

(Signed)  Robert  Williams. 

Gen.  James  Wilkinson 


Washington  March  1st  1807. 

Sir. 

Understanding  that  Aaron  Burr  whose  escape  from  the  Cus- 
tody of  the  Law  has  been  notified  by  my  proclamations,  is  arrested 
and  detained  within  this  Territory,  and  it  being  expedient  that 
he  be  sent  to  the  seat  of  the  General  Government  I have  thought 
proper  to  avail  the  publick  with  your  services  for  that  purpose — 
you  will  therefore  repair  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  Fort  Stodart 
where  I am  informed  he  is  detained,  and  you  are  hereby  authorized 
to  receive  the  said  Aaron  Burr,  and  convey  him  safely  to  the  City 
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of  Washington  then  and  there  submit  him  to  the  order  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

In  doing  of  this  you  will  at  the  same  time,  that  you  regard  the 
interest  of  the  United  States  in  conveying  him  safely — consult 
the  ease  and  comfort  of  Mr.  Burr  Consistantly  with  his  rank  and 
station  in  life  and  the  common  principles  of  humanity. — To  effect 
this  you  are  authorized  to  incur  all  and  any  reasonable  and  neces- 
sary expenses  which  the  faith  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
Statse  are  hereby  pledged  to  indimnify  you  for,  as  also  your 
services  in  this  Respect. 

(Signed)  Robert  Williams. 

Silas  Dinsmore  Esqr. 


Washington  M.  T.  March  ist  1807. 

Sir. 

By  last  Mail  I gave  you  a full  detail  of  the  proceeding  had  in 
this  Territory  relative  to  Burrs  Conspiracy  and  of  his  escape — 
yesterday  I was  informed  of  his  being  arrested  in  consequence 
of  my  proclamation,  and  detained  at  Fort  Stodart — I have  thought 
it  adviseable  to  request  the  necessary  steps  to  be  taken  for  sending 
him  on  to  the  seat  of  the  General  Government — and  have  em- 
ployed Silas  Dinsmore  Esq.  who  is  now  here,  to  take  charge  of 
Mr.  Burr  and  have  him  Conducted  accordingly. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  very  Respectfully 

(Signed)  Robert  Williams. 

James  Maddison  Esq. 

Secy,  of  State. 

Washington  M.  T.  March  ist  1807. 

Sir. 

Mr.  Dinsmore  comes  on  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  Colo. 
Burr  to  the  Seat  of  the  General  Government. — Such  aids  as  he 
may  stand  in  need  of  from  the  Militia,  you  will  as  my  aid  de 
Camp  issue  an  order  to  the  Colo,  of  your  Regiment  to  furnish, 
unless  it  can  be  afforded  otherwise,  which  I presume  can  be 
readily  done 

(Signed) 

Robert  Williams. 

Major  Nichl.  Perkins 
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Sir. 


Washington  March  1st  1807. 


Mr.  Dinsmore  is  employed  for  the  purpose  of  conductin  Colo. 
Burr  to  the  Seat  of  the  General  Government,  I trust  you  will  have 
no  hesitation  in  making  the  necessary  Commitment  for  that  pur- 
pose— Could  you  go  on  yourself  I should  be  glad,  I refer  you  to 
Mr.  Dinsmore  for  particulars. 

(Signed)  Robert  Williams. 

Judge  Toulmin, 


Washington  March  1807. 

On  the  information  you  gave  me  yesterday  respecting  a sus- 
picion that  some  Arms  and  Military  Stores  were  deposited  on  the 
Mississippi  near  the  mouth  of  the  Bayou  Pierre  by  some  of  the 
party  belonging  to  Colo.  Burr  I have  thought  proper  to  order  a 
search  to  be  made — and  do  hereby  request  you  to  undertake  this 
service — any  reasonable  expenses  you  may  be  at  in  this  respect, 
and  in  obtaining  information  respecting  this  business  shall  be 


allowed  you. 

Capt.  Andrew  Marschalk. 


(Signed)  Robert  Williams. 


Washington  March  2d  1807. 

The  inclosed  affidavit  informs  you  of  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant 
Jackson  at  the  Chickasaw  Bluffs — The  Complaint  being  made  to 
me  I have  thought  proper  to  make  application  to  you  previous  to 
taking  any  measures  against  an  officer  under  your  command, 
knowing  that  you  will  give  your  aid  in  bringing  him  to  Justice,  by 
operating  the  least  inconvenience  to  the  Publick  in  consequence 
of  his  being  taken  from  his  command  by  the  Civil  Authority — 

I am  apprehensive  there  is  too  much  reality  in  his  having 
yielded  to  Burrs  plans  as  he  came  down. 

The  Agent  Mr.  Peterkin  will  remain  here  till  your  answer  is 
received,  indeed  he  thinks  himself  not  safe  in  returning  as  long 
as  this  officer  is  there  in  command,  although  the  publick  business 
requires  him  to  be  at  his  post. 

I have  the  Plonor  to  be  &c 

Robert  Williams. 


Genl.  James  Wilkinson. 
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Washington  March  2d  1807. 

Sir. 

Saturday  evening  I was  informed  by  an  express  from  Lieitten- 
ant  Gaines  that  Col.  Burr  had  been  arrested  near  Fort  Stodart  and 
was  detained  at  that  place — 

Yesterday  Silas  Dinsmore  Esq.  left  here  with  the  necessary 
instructions  to  take  charge  of  Mr.  Burr  and  conduct  him  safely  to 
the  Seat  of  General  Government, — Mr.  Dinsmore  has  a discretion 
as  to  the  route  and  mode  of  conveyance,  and  will  go  on  with  Mr. 
Burr  himself. — It  is  probable  by  water  may  be  thought  the  most 
eligible,  in  that  case  he  will  bring  Mr.  Burr  to  Natchez,  and  go 
round  in  one  of  our  armed  publick  vessels,  indeed  such  is  the  un- 
derstanding but  to  be  kept  incog  except  between  Dinsmore,  Capt. 
Shaw  and  myself,  you  will  please  let  it  remain  the  same  way  ex- 
cept between  yourself  and  the  General. — I have  advised  that  Mr. 
Burr  be  taken  on  under  a Commitment  from  the  Judge  of  the 
District  agreeable  to  the  act  of  Congress  in  such  cases  as  being 
the  most  legal,  and  which  will  prevent  the  intermediate  Civil 
Authorities  from  discharging  him  under  the  Writ  of  habeas  Cor- 
pus. 

I have  the  Honor  to  be  very  Respectfully  &c 

Robert  Williams. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Claiborne. 

Washington  March  20th  1807. 

Sir. 

On  my  arrival  here  in  January  the  Country  was  in  consid- 
erable Commotion,  relative  to  Colo.  Burrs  Conspiracy. — A por- 
tion of  the  Militia  of  this  Territory  on  duty  and  under  requisition 
in  conformity  to  your  orders  and  instructions  on  that  subject. — 
A part  of  the  expenses  incurd  remaind  unprovided  for,  and  as  my 
arrival  terminated  the  Secretary  Mr.  Meads  power  to  make 
such  further  provision,  in  compliance  with  his  request,  I have 
drawn  on  you  the  following  Bills  towards  that  object  to-wit.  in 
favour  of  Mathew  Ellis  for  Dollars  $ 427. — Michael  Snyder 
515 — 50  cts  Basil  Abrams  570  . 25  cts. 

The  necessary  vouchers  were  promised  by  Mr.  Mead  at  a short 
period,  so  that  they  might  be  forwarded  to  you,  and  which  has 
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prevented  my  sending  on  letters  of  advice  before  this  under  an 
expectation  that  by  every  succeeding  Mail  I should  be  furnished 
with  them,  as  well  as  an  acct.  Current  of  the  whole  amount  of 
expenses  in  this  behalf  incur’d. — But  Mr.  Meads  indisposition 
and  absence  from  his  post  has  prevented  this  from  being  done, 
and  perhaps  may  continue  to  be  the  case  for  a few  weeks  longer. 
— I therefore  I advise  you  of  these  Bills,  and  that  as  soon  as  I 
can  be  furnished  with  the  necessary  vouchers  together  with  an 
account  of  the  whole  expenditures  they  shall  be  forwarded, — I 
will  merely  observe  that  from  the  information  of  the  quarter 
Master  these  bills,  together  with  those  drawn  by  Mr.  Mead  pre- 
vious to  my  arrival  will  about  cover  the  whole  expedition  includ- 
ing a considerable  amount  paid  for  arms  and  ammunition  which 
was  purchased  by  the  order  of  Mr.  Mead  the  most  of  which  still 
remain  on  hand. — 

Will  you  please  inform  me  how  and  in  what  manner  I am  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  the  Militia  of  this  Territory  called  out 
on  this  occasion. 

(Signed)  Robert  Williams. 

The  Honble.  Henry  Dearborn. 

Washington  M.  T.  May  18th  1807. 

Sir. 

Your  letter  from  Virginia,  at  Fredericksberg  under  date  of 
April  the  4th  I received  by  yesterdays  Mail. — 

Inclosed  is  the  Record  you  wish,  one  will  also  be  forwarded 
to  Mr  Hay. — By  a recurrence  to  the  Act  of  Congress  to  which 
you  allude  in  your  letter,  the  mode  of  authentication  is  various, 
I have  therefore  adopted  the  most  customary  mode  and  the  only 
one  at  present  practicable  as  the  judge  is  not  here. — 

Burrs  letter  to  Cowles  Mead  and  his  capitulation  with  Poin- 
dexter and  Shields  are  in  Burrs  own  handwriting  also  one  other 
letter  to  Mr.  Mead,  three  to  myself  and  a short  billet  taken  from 
a Negro  Boy  addressed  to  C.  T.  and  D.  F.  advising  them  to  keep 
together  and  have  all  their  arms  in  perfect  order  &c  are  in  his 
own  handwriting,  Perhaps  some  of  those  letters  particularly-  the 
latter  may  be  more  important  on  his  trial  than  those  you  men- 
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tion  to  be  sent  on  by  the  first  safe  hand  as  I understand  from 
your  letter  they  are  not  to  be  sent  by  Mail,  I will  send  the  whole 
of  those  letters  on  to  you  by  the  first  opportunity. — 

There  is  also  the  affidavit  of  a Mr.  Peterkin  agent  to  the  In- 
dian Trading  House  at  the  Chickasaw  Bluffs,  which  Judge  Rod- 
ney took  and  He  says  it  goes  far  to  explain  Burrs  to  be  hostile, 
that  he  made  Military  preparations  at  the  Bluffs  as  he  came  down, 
the  river.  Peterkin  is  bound  to  appear  at  the  Supreme  Court  to 
be  holden  here  next  week. — 

I will  forward  by  next  Mail  a copy  of  his  affidavit  by  which 
you  will  Judge  whether  his  testimony  will  be  material  on  Burrs 
trial. 

(Signed)  Robert  Williams. 

Cesar  A.  Rodney,  Esq. 

Atty.  Genl.  of  the  United  States. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above  letter  Judge  Rodney  sent  me 
the  inclosed  affidavit  of  Peterkins. 

(Signed)  Robert  Williams. 


Washington  May  26th  1807. 

Sir. 

In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  attorney  General  of  the 
United  States  I forward  you  the  inclosed 

(Signed)  Robert  Williams. 

George  Hay  Esor. 

Attony.  for  the  United  States  in  the 
District  of  Virginia. 

Washington  May  26th  1807. 

Sir. 

Your  communication  of  the  8th  of  last  month,  I received  the 
day  before  yesterday  by  Mail  — The  Subpena  for  witnesses 
against  Aaron  Burr  I have  obtained  and  acknowledgement  of  the 
service  of  from  four  of  the  Gentlemen  and  indorsed  on  the 
Supena  and  they  have  also  written  on  to  the  Marshal  of  Virginia 
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as  you  request — Mr.  Fitzpatrick-  I’ve  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  but  will  send  to  him,  and  get  him  to  do  the  sams  as  those 
Gentlemen  have,  after  which  I will  forward  the  Subpena. 

The  other  part  of  your  Requisition  shall  have  my  immediate 
and  particular  attention. — Bills  of  Indictment  are  found  in  the 
Circuit  Court  of  Wilkinson  against  Floyd  & Ralston-^-They  will 
not  be  tried,  I presume  till  the  fall — The  supreme  Court  is  now 
sitting  at  this  place  to  which  Blannahasset  and  others  were 
bound,  but  we  have  no.  testimony  against  any  but  those  who  bills 
are  found  against  as  above  stated  I shall  suggest  the  propriety  of 
keeping  Blannahasset  bound  untill  I hear  from  your  Circuit  Court 
now  sitting  at  Richmond,  as  you  suggest  the  probability  of  Bills 
being  found  against  him  there. 

(Signed)  Robert  Williams. 

Cesar  A.  Rodney  Esq. 

Atty.  Genl.  of  the  United  States. 


Mississippi  Territory. 

August  7th  1807. 

Sir. 

The  day  before  yesterdav  I reed,  your  Communication  dated 
the  5th  ulto.  & today  that  of  the  3rd  of  the  Same  inclosing  copies 
of  Indt.  Agt.  Blannerhassett — no  others  have  come  on  as  yet — 
Blannerhassett  and  Floyd  left  this  for  Kentucky  and  Ohio  some 
time  ago — Tyler  is  in  the  Orleans  Territory  & Measures  are 
taken  to  have  him  aporehended. 

Judge  Rodney  Starts  in  a Day  or  So  for  Richmond  and  I ex- 
pect that  many  of  the  witnesses  as  are  mentioned  heretofore 
summoned  will  come  on.  in  addition  to  which  I have  S’pod. 
Thomas  H Williams  Esq.  Secy,  of  this  Territory  who  comes  on 
with  Judge  Rodney,  & by  whome  I shall  forward  Some  Original 
letters  in  Mr.  Burrs  own  handwriting  one  of  which  is  certainly 
more  materially  to  Shew  his  (Burrs)  hostile  intentions  than 
anything  which  I have  seen  or  heard  as  yet.  also  the  other  papers 
you  mentioned  will  come  on  by  Mr.  Williams — 

" I have  also  Summoned  a Dr.  Cummins  of  this  Territory  at 
whose  house  it  is  Supposed  Burr  stayed  after  he  tied — Should 
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this  man  came  on  it  may  be  proper  to  Examine  him  critically — It 
was  his  Negro  boy  that  bore  Burr’s  note  address’d  C.  T.  & D.  F. 
I mention  this  that  you  may  be  on  your  guard  as  to  this  Witness. 

J am  with  Great  Respt.  Yrs. 

(Signed)  Robert  Williams. 

The  Honl.  Cesar  A.  Rodney. 

Att.  Genl.  of  U.  States. 


Miss  Territory,  Aug.  14th  1807 

Sir.  This  will  I trust  be  handed  to  you  by  Thomas  H.  Wil- 
liams Secy,  of  this  Territory,  who  attends  as  a witness  in  behalf 
of  the  U States  Agt.  A.  Burr  for  treason — I refere  you  to  Mr. 
Williams  for  information  respecting  the  other  witnesses  sum- 
moned.— 

By  Mr.  Williams  you  will  receive  Original  letters  and  papers 
Signed  by  Mr.  Burr  and  in  his  own  handwriting — Marked  from 
I to  6 inclusive.  Although  Some  of  these  may  not  be  material  in 
any  other  respect  than  to  Compare  his  handwriting,  which  Not- 
withstanding it  may  be  better  known  with  you  than  it  is  here  Yet' 
men  Sometimes,  Owing  to  a change  of  time,  place  and  circum- 
stances vary  their  handwriting — 

I have  also  inclosed  two  notes  Signed  by  Dr.  Cummins 
marked  7.  8.  which  the  Negro  boy  bore,  from  whom  the  billet 
No.  4 was  taken — I have  also  inclosed  a Coppy  of  an  answer  to 
Mr.  Burr  two  notes  marked  5 & 6,  this  I do  in  order  to  Shew  that 
he  (Burr)  had  no  right  to  expect  from  the  highest  authority  in 
this  Territory  a violation  of  the  laws  on  his  person,  but  that  they 
would  be  extended  to  him,  as  to  others  situated  as  he  might  be — 
The  record  of  the  proceedings  on  Burrs  Recognizance  is  also 
inclosed. — 

I have  the  honor  to  be  &c, 

(Signed)  Robert  Williams. 

Cesar  A.  Rodney  Esq. 

Att.  Genl.  of  the  U.  States. 


. 
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Mississippi  Territory  Washington 

August  24  1807. 

Sir. 

Your  letter  dated  Thompson  Creek  15th  Inst.  I have  reed. 
I am  not  officially  informed  of  any  charges  agt.  you  at  Richmon4 
as  mentioned,  in  your  letter  but  have  been  thus  informed  of 
charges  agt.  Several  Others,  & have  no  doubt  of  their  existence 
against  you. 

If  You  Surrender  yourself  to  the  civil  authority  of  this  Ter- 
ritory you  will  receive  its  protection  & Shall  be  Conducted  to 
Richmond  according  to  your  desire. 

You  request  me  to  State  “under  what  Circumstances  & re- 
strictions Specificaly  you  will  be  allowed  to  travel  thither”,  to 
which  I will  State,  you  will  be  allowed  a small  escort  of  respecta- 
bility with  instructions  that  every  indulgence  and  Comfort  you 
may  require  proportionate  to  your  Station  and  Character  in  life 
Shall  be  allowed,  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest — I 
know  at  present  of  no  Objection  to  your  going  by  Cincinnati — 

Inclosed  is  a letter  to  Colo.  Kingsbury  which  will  enable  you 
to  Obtain  a passage  to  this  place  without  interuption,  Should 
You  think  proper  to  Come — 

I am  &c, 

Robert  Williams 

John  Smith  Esq. 

Washington  Augt.  24th  1807 
Sir, 

Should  Mr.  John  Smith  apply  to  You  for  an  escort  to  this 
place  will  You  be  so  good  as  to  furnish  it — The  reasons  in  detail 
for  this  request  will  be  explained  to  You  by  Mr.  Smith  himself 
and  by  my  letter  to  him,  which  he  will  give  You  a perusal  of 
1 am  with  high  Consideration  Yrs. 

(Signed)  Robert  Williams. 


Colo.  Kingsberry, 
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Washington  Mississippi  Territory. 

Sept,  nth  1807 — 

Sir. 

Your  note  of  the  9th  Inst,  inclosing  a duplicate  letter  of  the 
3rd  of  the  Same  I have  this  moment  received  by  express. — 

I presume  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  answer  Your  Communi- 
cation Specifically  when  I inform  You  that  the  escort  from  this  to 
Cincinnati  will  Consist  of  two  persons  and  that  You  will  have  the 
liberty  to  make  arrangements  for  Your  Own  accommodation,  and 
travel  without  restriction,  or  Cost  further  than  the  laws  of  Your 
Country  may  direct  or  render  necessary. — 

I am  Yrs.  with  due  resp. 

(Signed)  Robert  Williams. 


P.  S.  inclosed  is  a few  lines  to  Colo.  Kingsbury  Should  You 
Come  up. 


John  Smith  Esq. 


Sir, 


Washington  September  nth  1807. 


Should  Mr.  Smith  inform  You  of  his  desire  to  Come  to  this 
place,  will  You  afford  him  an  escort  consisting  of  two  persons, 
One  of  whome  to  be  a Commissioned  Officer.  And  if  possible  to 
accompany  him  to  Richmond  Virginia,  via  Cincinnati — 

I am  Yrs. 

(Signed)  Robert  Williams. 

Colo.  Jacob  Kingsbury. 


Mississippi  Territory, 

Whereas,  John  Smith  Esquire  late  a Senitor  of  the  United 
States  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  being  Indicted  at  Richmond  Vir- 
ginia as  I am  informed  by  himself  and  from  other  Sources,  for 
high  Crimes  and  misdemeanors  against  the  laws  and  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  being  without  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  and  within  that  of  the  King  of  Spain,  has  Come 
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forward  and  voluntarily  surrendered'  himself  to  the  authority  of 
the  law. — 

I have  therefore  as  Governor  of  this  Territory  Caused  the 
necessary  Steps  to  be  taken  for  the  most  eligible  Conveyance  of 
Mr.  Smith  to  the  City  of  Richmond  Virginia,  under  the  direction 
of  Capt.  Stephen  Neal,  with  permission  to  them  to  make  their 
route  by  the  way  of  Cincinnati. — 

And  I do  hereby^  request  all  officers,  & Constituted  Authorities 
of  the  United  States,  and  Territories  in  which  they  may  be  to  aid 
and  permit  their  passage  thither. — 

Given  under  my  hand  the  Seal  of  the  Territory  at  the  Town  of 
Washington  this  Twenty-Second  day  of  September  in  the  Year 
one  Thousand  Eight  hundred  and  Seven  & in  the  thirty-Second 
Year  of  the  American  Independence. — 

(Signed)  Robert  Williams. 

(Seal) 

, Mississippi  Territory  Town  of 

Washington  Septr.  24th  1807. 

From  the  Governor  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir,  Capt.  Stephen  Neal  and  Mr.  James  S.  Wade  take  on  Mr. 
Smith  from  this  place  to  Richmond  under  a commitment  from 
Judge  Rodney,  I have  ageed  that  the  United  States  will  compen- 
sate them  at  the  rate  of  not  less  than  three  and  a half  dollars  to 
four  dollars  per  day  and  bear  their  expenses — This  may  seem 
high  but  men  of  character  cannot  be  got  in  this  quarter  for  less. 

I hope  therefore  you  will  settle  with  them  accordingly, 

I am  respectfully, 

Signed  Robert  Williams. 


From  the  Governor  to  Capt.  Stephen  Neall. 

Mississippi  Territory  Town  of 
Washington  September  24th  1807. 

You  will  keep  an  account  of  all  the  expense  in  conducting 
Mr.  Smith  to  Richmond,  and  should  exergences  render  necessary, 
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you  are  authorized  to  draw  on  me  at  this  place  or  the  Secretary 
of  War,  for  any  moneys  you  may  stand  in  need  of, 

Yours  respectfully, 

Signed  Robert  Williams. 

From  the  Governor  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  U.  States. 

Mississippi  Territory  Washington, 
g*r  September  28th  1807. 

Mr  John  Smith  of  Ohio  a few  days  ago  surrendered  himself  to 
the  authority  of  the  law  at  this  place — We  are  not  officially  in- 
formed of  his  being  indicted  at  Richmond  as  a party  to  Burr’s 
conspiracy;  but  from  his  own  acknowledgment  of  that  fact  and 
other  unofficial  sources  of  information  he  has  been  committed  by 
Judge  Rodney  to  Richmond  and  left  this  place  the  24  instant  in 
charge  of  Captain  Neall,  who  the  Judge  deputed  as  Marshall  and 
two  other  persons.  Captain  Neall  has  permission  to  take  him  by 
Cincinnati. 

Copies  of  Smith  letters  to  me  while  in  the  Spanish  Government 
with  my  answers  which  are  inclosed  marked  Nos.  i.  2.  3.  4.  and 
his  surrender  signed  by  himself  and  delivered  to  Judge  Rodney,  a 
copy  of  which,  is  also  inclosed  No.  5,  will  afford  you  full  informa- 
tion on  this  subject.  He  says  he  is  very  anxious  to  take  his  trial 
immediately  therefore  wished  to  be  prepared,  and  requested  that  I 
would  inform  you  of  his  wishes  and  intentions  to  the  end  that  the 
United  States  might  be  also  ready. 

I am  with  great  respect  yr. 

(Signed)  Robert  Williams. 


From  the  Governor  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mississippi  Territory,  Washington, 
September  28,  1807. 

On  the  24th  instant  Mr.  John  Smith  of  Ohio  left  this  place  for 
Richmond  Virginia  under  a commitment  by  the  Honorable 
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Thomas  Rodney.  He  surrendered  himself  a few  days  before — as 
we  had  no  official  information  of  his  being  Indicted  the  Judge 
thought  proper  to  take  his  acknowledgment  as  to  that  fact  as  the 
enclosed  copy  of  an  instrument  No.  I will  shew. 

Mr.  Smith  while  in  the  Spanish  Territory  wrote  me  two  let- 
ters copies  of  which  I enclose  marked  Nos.  2.  3.  also  my  reply  Nos. 
4.  5.  My  intention  was  to  have  availed  the  publick  of  the  services 
of  some  of  the  Troops  of  the  United  States  as  a guard  for  Mr. 
Smith  to  Richmond  as  you  will  see  by  enclosed  copies  of  two  notes 
I wrote  Colo.  Kingsberry  Nos.  6 and  7,  in  consequence  of  which 
Captain  Johnson  was  dispatched  with  Mr.  Smith,  but  no  other 
person,  he  came  as  far  as  this  place  and  was  taken  so  sick  that  he 
could  not  proceed  on,  of  course  as  there  is  no  Marshall  I was 
under  the  necessity  of  providing  a guard  and  the  necessary  means 
to  send  him  on  under  the  Judges  commitment,  Captains  Stephen 
Neal  and  Wade  have  been  selected  for  that  purpose,  also  one  other 
person  forming  a guard  of  three — Captains  Neall  and  Wade  I 
have  promised  the  Government  will  compensate  at  the  rate  of 
Three  and  a half  to  Four  dollars  per  day,  the  other  person  I gave 
nothing,  but  found  him  a horse  and  expenses  as  he  was  going  to 
the  States. 

I am  aware  you  mav  think  the  compensation  I have  promised 
high,  but  I assure  you  that  men  of  that  standing  and  character 
which  would  justify  a trust  of  this  kind  cannot  be  had  in  this 
Country  for  less. 

Mr.  Smith  bears  his  own  expenses — the  furnishing  of  three 
horses  together  with  the  outfit  including  money  to  bear  expenses 
amounts  to  nine  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  for  which  I have 
drawn  two  sets  of  bills  one  for  Eight  hundred  and  sixty  dollars ; 
the  other  for  one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  on  the  Secretary  of 
War  in  favor  of  John  Henderson  of  Natchez,  the  necessary 
vouchers  shall  be  sent  on  next  mail. 

I assure  you  that  I have  had  an  eye  to  economy  in  this  affair, 
the  smallnes  of  the  guard  and  one  without  wages  I presume 
evince  this. 
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If  I have  mistaken  the  proper  department  with  which  I ought 
to  communicate,  relative  to  this  business  I trust  you  will  so  ar- 
range it  that  no  difficulties  take  place. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Respectfully  yours, 

(Signed)  Robert  Williams. 

The  Honble 
Henry  Dearborn 

Secretary  of  War. 

P.  S. 

I consulted  Judge  Leak,  Judge  Rodney  being  absent,  relative 
to  Smiths  request  to  be  taken  by  Cincinnati,  he  said  he  could  see 
no  impropriety  in  permissions  being  given  to  that  effect,  therefore 
I presume  Captain  Neal  will  take  that  rout  unless  circumstances 
should  render  it  in  his  opinion  improper. 


From  the  Governor  to  George  Hay  Esquire, 

Mississippi  Territory, 
Washington  September  28th  1807. 

Sir, 

Mr.  John  Smith  of  Ohio  surrendered  himself  at  this  place  a 
few  days  ago,  has  been  committed  by  Judge  Rodney  and  started 
under  a guard  of  three  persons  for  Richmond  on  the  24th  instant — 
Smith  seemed,  and  I am  of  the  opinion  is,  anxious  his  trial  should 
take  place  on  his  arrival.  He  requested  I would  give  you  notice 
&c. 

I have  written  fully  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States  Mr.  Rodney  on  this  subject  to  whom  I beg  leave  to  refer 
you. 

I am  with  great  consideration  yr. 

Signed, 

Robert  Williams. 

George  Hay  Esquire 
Atty.  for  the  U.  States  in  the 
Virginia  District  Richmond. 
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From  the  Governor  to  Harry  Toulmin, 

Town  of  Washington  January  23rd  1808. 

Sir, 

I received  by  last  mail  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  inclosing 
a draft  and  letter  of  advice  relative  thereto,  for  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars  drawn  by  Mr.  Edmund  P.  Gaines  in  favor  of 
yourself  on  me  as  Governor  of  this  Territory. 

Mr.  Gaines  says  “being  one  half  of  the  reward  which  by  your 
Proclamation  of  February  last  you  offered  for  the  apprehension 
of  Aaron  Burr — the  remaining  one  thousand  dollars  I design  for 
Majr  N.  Perkins  &c  &c. 

Notwithstanding  the  transaction  which  gives  rise  to  this  claim, 
took  place  so  long  ago,  Mr.  Gaines  must  on  reflection  consider 
his  drawing  at  this  time  and  in  this  way  premature.  He  must 
know  from  the  tenor  of  the  Proclamation  that  some  previous 
steps  and  arrangements  would  be  necessary  to  his  receiving  the 
reward  offered  by  that  Proclamation. 

This  is  the  first  and  only  application  from  him  on  this  subject; 
and  I did  understand  that  he  set  up  no  claim  &c.  Infact  he  says 
agreeable  to  your  letter  “I  would  not  have  asked  for  the  money 
but  for  the  vast  expense  Burr  has  occasioned  me/’ 

In  this  affair  Mr.  Gaines  must  be  sensible  that  I acted  only  in 
the  character  of  an  Agent  of  my  Government,  consequently  can- 
not as  such  appropriate  money,  but  with  its  approbation  and  con- 
sent,— I shall  therefore  without  delay  forward  Mr.  Gaines  demand 
thither,  and  will  inform  him  of  the  result  as  soon  as  it  shall  be 
made  known  to  me. 

It  may  be  proper  in  the  mean  time  for  Mr.  Gaines  to  be  advised 
that  Colonel  John  Caller  and  Mr.  Brightwell  sheriff  of  your 
County  made  a written  communication  to  me  immediately  after  the 
arrest  of  Colonel  Burr  in  anticipation  of  the  claim  now  made  by 
Mr.  Gaines,  seemingly  contesting  his  right  to  the  Reward. 

I shall  trust  this  communication  to  Mr.  Gaines  through  you. 

I am  with  due  respect  your 

(Signed)  Robert  Williams. 
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From  the  Governor  to  the  Secretary  of  War . 

Town  of  Washington,  M.  T. 

gjr  February  26  1808. 

The  enclosed  copies  of  a letter  and  extract  from  Edmond  P. 
Gaines  and  Judge  Toulmin  to  me  dated  respectively  November 
27th  1807  and  January  9th  1808  gives  rise  to  the  present  address — 
I also  inclose  a copy  of  my  answer  to  Judge  Toulmin  respecting 
these  letters,  and  of  General  Wilkinson’s  letter  to  me  dated  21st 
of  January  1807. 

It  was  this  letter  of  the  Generals  which  induced  me  to  believe 
that  any  expense  within  the  limits  stated  by  him,  incurred  for  the 
purposes  therein  mentioned,  would  be  sanctioned  and  paid  by  the 
Government ; and  had  an  application  been  made  for  apprehending 
Mr.  Burr  under  my  Proclamation.  I should  have  given  it  the 
direction  pointed  out  and  advised  by  the  General — However  Mr. 
Gaines  being  himself  a Military  Officer,  under  the  command  of 
General  Wilkinson,  and  making  no  claim  under  the  proclamation 
alluded  to,  I took  it  for  grated  none  was  set  up — Indeed  such 
seems  to  have  been  the  fact — how  far  therefore,  or  whether,  other 
subsequent  events  ought  to  give  rise  to  this  claim,  and  also  the 
course  I ought  now  to  pursue  are  respectfully  submitted  to  your 
consideration. 

I request  your  advice  and  opinion  as  soon  as  convenient. 

I have  the  honor  to  be 

respectfully  yr 

Signed  Robert  Williams. 

From  the  Governor  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mississippi  Territory, 

Town  of  Washington 

Sir  March  26th  1808. 

A few  days  ago  I received  a letter  from  Mr.  Noah  Lindsay  in- 
forming me,  that  the  payment  of  a bill,  drawn  by  myself  as 
Governor  in  favor  of  John  Henderson,  on  the  Secretary  of  War, 
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for  the  sum  of  $261. 81J  cents  has  been  posponed  until  the  letter 
of  advice  mentioned  in  said  bill  should  be  received. 

It  is  probable  through  the  hurry  of  business,  I might  have 
omitted  to  forward  the  letter  of  advice,  as  I do  not  find  it  on 
record. 

This  bill  was,  however,  drawn  to  cover  a balance  stated  to  be 
due  from  the  United  States  by  the  quarter  master  as  per  his 
letter  and  account  current  a copy  of  which  together  with  the 
account  I forwarded  by  my  letter  to  you  of  the  20th  of  June. — 
You  will  find  in  the  last  paragraph  of  the  quarter  masters  letter  to 
me  a mistake  in  his  addition  of  the  different  sums,  instead  of 
$186.81^  cents  they  make  $261.81^-  for  which  this  bill  was  drawn. 

I have  never  received  any  answer  to  that  part  of  my  letter  of 
June  20th  requesting  your  instructions  relative  to  Guns  and  Mili- 
tary Stores  on  hand  an  account  of  which  I then  forwarded. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Respectfully  your 

(Signrd)  Robert  Williams. 

The  Honble  Henry  Dearborn, 

Secretary  of  War. 


From  the  Governor  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mississippi  Territory  Town  of  Washington, 

October  4th  1808. 

Sir, 

Inclosed  is  the  account  current  of  expenses  incurred  in  sending 
on  John  Smith,  under  a commitment  of  Judge  Rodney  to  the 
City  of  Richmond  agreeable  to  my  letter  of  the  24th  of  September. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  respectfully, 

(Signed)  Robert  Williams. 

The  Honble.  Henry  Dearborn, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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From  the  Governor  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

M.  T.  Town  of  Washington  April 
Sir,  13th  I8°8* 

My  reason  for  this  address  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is,  that  in  case  I have  mistaken  my  powers  or  the  proper 
Department  of  Government,  with  which  I should  have  corres- 
ponded and  directed  some  of  my  official  acts,  to  solicit  his  aid,  as  I 
am  still  at  a loss  in  this  respect,  so  as  to  prevent  my  sustaining 
a considerable  loss,  in  consequence  of  doing  what  I conceived  the 
public  interest  and  my  duty  under  order  demanded. 

The  facts  alluded  to  are;  that  bills  drawn  by  myself  as  Gov- 
ernor on  the  Secretary  of  war  to  provide  the  means  of  transmit- 
ting John  Smith  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  under  a commitment  from 
judge  Rodney  of  this  Territory,  to  the  City  of  Richmond  Virginia 
where  he  stood  indicted  as  a party  in  Burr’s  conspiracy,  have 
been  protested  for  non  payment  and  returned  with  a claim  for 
costs  and  damages. 

In  order  that  you  may  be  fully  informed  on  this  subject  I here- 
with inclose  a copy  of  the  commitment  and  my  several  letters  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  on  that  subject  with  their  references  No.  i.  2.  3. 
4.  and  5.  together  with  the  account  vouchers  and  protested  bills. 

Notwithstanding  I have  no  apprehensions  that  my  Government 
will  subject  one  of  its  officers  to  a loss  for  acts  done  (as  he  con- 
ceived) in  obedience  to  its  wishes,  and  in  compliance  with  the 
duties  of  his  office  agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience 
and  best  judgment,  in  cases  to,  where  the  interest  of  the  Union 
was  materially  affected,  I will  take  the  liberty  to  subjoin  a few 
remarks. 

That  I had  a right  to  believe  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  proper 
person  with  whom  I should  communicate  on  this  occasion,  and  that 
all  reasonable  expenses  incurred  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  such 
a conspiracy  and  bringing  the  promoters  of  it  to  justice,  would  be 
readily  met  by  the  Government  and  that  I was  authorized  to  this 
effect,  is  deducible  (independent  of  any  opinion  of  riiy  own  found- 
ed on  the  ordinary  duties  of  my  office)  from  the  following  cir- 
cumstances and  facts : — That  all  the  orders  and  communications  to 
this  Government  direct  or  by  the  commander  of  the  Army  General 
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Wilkinson  seemed  to  be  communicated  from  the  President  through 
the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy: — That  General  Wilkinson  in 
advising  the  arrest  of  Burr  and  others,  says  in  a letter  to  me  that 
any  sum  not  exceeding  $4000  may  be  drawn  for  on  him,  for  that 
purpose  &c.  A copy  of  this  letter  of  the  Generals  I forwarded  to 
the  Secretary  of  War: — That  (independent  of  the  Presidents 
proclamation  particularly  instructing  Governors  of  Territories)  on 
bills  of  Indictment  being  found  against  the  conspirators,  copies 
were  forwarded  by  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  to 
me,  against  those  supposed  to  be  in  this  quarter  to-wit,  Tyler, 
Floyd  Blannerhassett  &c  for  the  purpose  of  having  them  arrested 
and  conveyed  to  Richmond ; the  two  latter  however  had  previously 
gone  to  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  and  Tyler  to  the  Terri- 
tory of  Orleans,  where  I forwarded  the  bill  of  Indictment  to  Gov- 
ernor Claiborne  and  he  was  arrested  and  sent  round.  Smith  it  was 
understood,  here,  was,  at  that  time  in  the  Spanish  Country 
(Florida)  and  we  had  a right  to  believe  that  his  arrest  and  con- 
veyance to  the  Court  at  which  he  stood  Indicted  was  equally  desir- 
able with  that  of  Blannerhassett  and  others,  who  were  similarly  sit- 
uated. Although  no  bill  was  forwarded  against  Mr.  Smith  I pre- 
sumed it  to  be  because  it  was  not  known  to  the  Attorney  General 
where  he  was  or  that  he  knew  him  to  be  without  our  jurisdiction. 
The  manner  of  his  coming  within  it  will  appear  from  the  refer- 
ence copies  which  have  been  also  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  but  as  its  probable  they  may  have  failed  getting  on  as  some 
of  my  other  communications  have  I forward  the  present. 

I had  understood  that  Mr.  Smith  was  determined  not  to  de- 
liver himself  unless  in  consequence  of  previous  arrangements  and 
conditions  with  the  Governor.  This  he  attempted  as  his  letters 
to  me  will  shew,  and  to  which  I was  determined  not  to  consent,  at 
the  same  time  I thought  it  policy  to  induce  his  surrender,  and 
that  all  the  lenity  the  law  would  authorize  consistently  with  the 
public  interest  and  his  station  in  life  command  should  be  afforded. 

In  addition  to  this,  example  taught  me  to  believe  that  expenses 
incurred  relative  to  the  Conspiracy  were  to  be  paid  through  the 
War  Department:  Because  bills  for  some  thousands  of  dollars 
had  been  drawn  for  this  purpose  on  the  Secretary  of  War  by  Mr. 
Mead  the  Secretary  previous  to  my  arrival  and  paid  without  the 
account  and  vouchers;  for  it  was  with  much  difficulty  and  trouble 
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I rummaged  them  up  in  the  course  of  the  summer  and  sent  them 

on. 

Thus  I have  afforded  the  means  of  full  and  complete  informa- 
tion relative  to  this  transaction,  and  I hope  to  be  excused  in  mak- 
ing a candid  appeal  to  my  Government,  and  ask  what  other  line  of 
conduct  I could  have  pursued  on  this  occasion,  and  to  sustain  the 
views  and  the  interest  of  the  Government,  as  universially  and 
enthusiastically  conceived  independently  of  my  own  and  respon- 
se situation.  Here  was  a man  high  in  office  and  station,  charged 
on  Indictment  found  for  capitally  offending  against  his  Govern- 
ment and  the  laws  of  the  Country,  and  being  committed  by  a su- 
perior Federal  Judge  of  the  Territory — I was  called  on  as  the 
Executive  (there  being  no  Marshall)  to  have  the  law  in  this 
respect  executed.  This  could  not  be  done  without  means ; men 
horses,  traveling  equipments  and  money  were  necessary.  Part  of 
these  I furnished  myself — as  the  account  will  shew,  the  two  horses 
I furnished  at  a considerable  disadvantage  rather  than  detain  any 
longer  in  trying  to  purchase,  it  being  a time  of  the  year  they  were 
scarce ; even  this  short  delay  and  the  econemv  used  in  sending  so 
small  a guard  subjected  me  to  the  malignant  remarks  of  a certain 
party^this  however,  gave  me  no  concern,  unless  circumstances 
had  warrented  them,  which  to  have  been  less  vigilant  and  active 
in  possessing  and  sending  on  Mr.  Smith  might  have  afforded — nay 
the  smallness  of  the  guard  was  and  continued  to  be  objected  to, 
but  I knew  Capt.  Neal  and  could  confide  in  his  integrity  and 
ability  to  carry  Smith  safely.  To  have  employed  a squad  of  six 
or  more  which  was  advised  and  had  been  practised  in  other  in- 
stances must  have  cost  much  more  than  the  sum  in  question,  unless 
I could  have  drawn  them  from  the  Army,  and  I did  try  to  avail 
the  public  with  a guard  from  this  source  as  you  will  observe,  but 
could  not. 

As  I cannot  conceive  it  to  be  just  nor  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  impose  the  payment  of  this  sum  expended  to  its 
use,  on  me  I have  ventured  to  draw  two  sets  of  duplicate  bills 
in  favor  of  John  Henderson  for  nine  hundred  and  ninety  dollars 
the  amount  only  of  the  protested  bills,  relying  that  the  costs,  dam- 
ages and  interest  which  I have  been  subjected  to  pay  as  per 
voucher  No.  6 herewith  inclosed,  will  be  allowed  me.  These  bills 
are  drawn  on  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  from  what  has  taken  place, 
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I am  yet  at  a loss  on  which  Department  to  draw  and  trusting  that 
the  payment  will  be  directed  through  the  proper  Department. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration  yours, 

(Signed)  Robert  Williams. 

P.  S.  Should  there  be  any  omissions  as  to  the  form  and  the 
manner  of  making  out  the  account  vouchers  &c  1 trust  it  may  not 
effect  the  payment  of  the  bills,  and  on  their  being  notified  to  me, 
will  correct  them. 

R.  W. 

The  Honble.  James  Madison, 

Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States. 
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APPENDIX  III. 


The  Mississippi  Messenger,  published  at  Natchez,  Missis- 
sippi, of  January  20th  1807  contains  the  following  items  concern- 
ing Col.  Burr’s  arrival  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

On  Tuesday  morning  the  news  reached  this  place  that  Col. 
Burr  was  encamped  at  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Pierre,  with  a force 
it  was  said  by  some,  of  forty  men,  and  by  others  of  300 ; the  for- 
mer was  found  to  be  most  correct.  The  Commander  in  Chief  im- 
mediately issued  orders  for  embodying  a detachment  of  the  Mili- 
tia and  in  24  hours  275  men  were  collected  on  the  bank  of  the  river 
ready  to  receive  marching  orders.  A little  before  sunset  on  Wed- 
nesday the  detachment  embarked  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Ferdinand  L.  Claiborne,  and  ascended  by  water  to  the  mouth  of 
Coles  Creek,  where  he  was  joined  by  a considerable  body  of  the 
Jefferson  county  Militia. 

The  detachment  was  here  met  by  Maj.  Shields  and  Capt. 
Poindexter,  aids-de-camp  to  the  Governor,  who  at  the  moment  the 
detachment  embarked,  received  orders  to  proceed  in  haste  to  Col. 
Burr’s  encampment,  and  to  announce  to  him  the  movement  of  our 
troops  and  to  invite  his  surrender.  An  armistice  was  signed  by 
the  parties,  and  Col.  Burr  agreed  to  meet  the  Governor  the  next 
day  at  Mr.  Calvit’s,  near  Col.  Claiborne’s  encampment,  and  to  be 
attended  by  Col.  Fitzpatrick  of  Jefferson  county.  He  arrived  at 
the  mouth  of  the  creek  about  2 O’clock,  passed  an  hour  in  camp, 
and  accompanied  by  several  officers  of  the  Jefferson  Troop  of 
Horse,  was  conducted  to  the  appointed  place.  He  surrendered 
himself  a prisoner  at  discretion,  and  a detachment  of  the  troops 
ascended  to  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Pierre,  to  take  possession  of  his 
arms  and  other  military  stores. 

On  Sunday  the  Commander  in  Chief  arrived  at  Col.  C’s  en- 
campment and  addressed  the  detachment  in  handsome  terms — 
after  which  the  troops  were  immediately  embarked  on  board  their 
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boats,  and  returned  to  this  place  in  the  evening,  all  in  good 
health. 

The  following  appears  in  the  Mississippi  Messenger  of  Jan- 
uary 20th : 

Communication. 

The  Executive  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain the  views  of  Col.  Burr,  on  the  15th  instant  deputed  Messrs. 
Shields  & Poindexter,  to  visit  the  quarters  of  that  gentlemen  near 
the  mouth  of  Bayou  Pierre,  and  to  hold  a conversation  with  him 
on  the  subject.  On  the  16th  an  amicable  agreement  was  entered 
into  between  the  parties  in  the  following  words  to-wit : 

“The  Hon.  Cowles  Mead,  acting  Governor  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  with  a view  to  restore  public  tranquility,  proposes  to 
Aaron  Burr  as  follows:” 

1 

“That  an  interview  shall  take  place  between  them  at  the  House 
of  Thomas  Calvit,  on  Coles  creek  at  two  O'clock  tomorrow. 

The  said  Cowles  Mead  pledges  himself  to  protect  the  said  A. 
Burr  during  his  stay  in  the  Territory,  and  that  he  shall  be  re- 
turned to  his  present  position  in  a suitable  manner  as  soon  after 
the  interview  as  he  may  please — that  in  the  mean  time  there  shall 
be  no  restraint  on  his  person,  no  violence  or  molestation  to  his 
boats  or  people,  and  that  the  military  of  the  district  shall  not 
until  after  the  return  of  the  said  A.  Burr  approach  nearer  his 
present  quarters  than  the  mouth  of  Coles  creek. 

A.  Burr  on  his  part  engages  that  in  the  mean  time  no  violence 
or  injury  shall  be  offered  bv  any  of  his  people  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  M.  T.  that  they  shall  keep  the  peace  and  not  infringe  any 
law  of  the  U.  S.  or  of  either  of  its  Territories. 

The  parties  above  named  mutually  pledge  their  honor  for  the 
performance  of  this  agreement. 

January  16  1807. 

Cowles  Mead,  by 

W.  B.  Shields,  G.  Poindexter 
Aids  de  Camp. 

A.  Burr. 

Signed  in  presence  of  Thomas  Fitzpatrick. 

In  conformaty  with  the  above  agreement,  the  proposed  inter- 
view took  place  which  resulted  in  a voluntary  submission  on  the 
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part  of  Col.  Burr  to  the  civil  authority  of  the  Territory,  and  also 
a surrender  of  what  ever  military  apparatus  might  be  found  on 
board  the  boats  under  his  direction : a committee  was  immediately 
appointed  to  make  the  necessary  examination  & report  forthwith 
to  the  Governor,  the  number  and  description  of  such  military  stores 
as  they  might  discover  on  board  of  said  boat. 

It  is  surely  a source  of  felicity  to  every  philanthropic  mind  that 
the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  United  States  are  maintained 
inviolate  without  the  catastrophe  of  a civil  contest. 

The  following  appears  in  the  Mississippi  Messenger  of  Jan- 
uary 20th  1807. 

Communication. 

Is  it  not  time,  fellow  citizens,  for  us  to  pause  and  reflect? 
We  see  Col.  Burr  encountering  the  same  attacks  and  prosecutions 
from  Pittsburgh  to  this  place.  We  see  the  assertions  and  charges 
refuted  by  facts.  We  see  him  always  submissive  to  law,  and 
friendly  to  our  Territories,  and  their  inhabitants. 

We  see  a military  despotism  established  in  Orleans,  our  feelings 
were  roused,  and  our  indignation  burst  forth — Let  it  be  attempted 
here  cried  every  man,  and  the  usurper  will  bite;  the  dust.  Our 
citizens  were  siezed  by  military  detachment  in  Natchez  and  sent 
under  a guard  of  dragoons,  six  miles  to  the  Executive  Magis- 
trate. We  have  seen  this  and  we  are  passive — Who  may  next  be 
seized  and  where  sent  is  uncertain. 

In  the  case  of  Wilkinson,  no  man  believes  that  he  was  acting 
under  the  orders,  or  by  the  sanction  of  the  general  government. 
In  the  case  of  Mead,  from  our  experience  of  his  descernment  and 
moderation,  no  man  believes  that  he  has  done,  or  suffered  these 
things  without  that  high  authority,  and  we  owe  it  perhaps  to  his 
moderation,  that  our  citizens  also  have  not  been  transported. 

Burr  threatens  to  invade  the  Spanish  colonies,  and  our  citizens 
are  armed  against  him.  Our  laws,  our  constitution,  and  the 
dearest  principles  of  liberty  are  invaded,  and  we  are  silent  and 
calm  spectators.  Let  us  pause  and  reflect. 

The  following  appears  in  the  Mississippi  Messenger  January 
27th  1807. 

Col.  Burr  has  entered  into  a recognizance  of  10,000  dollars 
to  appear  before  the  Supreme  Court,  which  will  commence  an 


100 


extra  session  on  Monday  next.  Lyman  Harding  Esq.  and  Col.  B. 
Osmun,  we  understand,  were  his  two  securities. 

Comfort  Tyler  Esq.  BlannerHassett,  and  several  distinguished 
characters,  have  lately  arrived  in  this  Territory.  Eight  or  ten 
boats  have  lately  arrived  at  Bayou  Pierre,  making  the  whole  num- 
ber supposed  to  be  under  the  direction  of  Col.  Burr,  amount  to 
thirteen.  There  are  no  troops  on  board,  we  understand,  and  not 
more  that  40  or  50  persons. 

Since  the  above  was  composed,  we  have  understood  that  this 
“formidable  flotilla”  has  dropped  down  as  low  as  the  mouth  of 
Coles  creek. 

George  Poindexter,  Attorney  General,  rendered  to  Gov.  Mead 
the  following  opinion  relative  to  the  Burr  case : 

“Two  modes  of  proceeding  present  themselves  to  me.  1.  Sus- 
pension of  the  trial  till  the  next  circuit  court  for  this  county.  2. 
Transportation  of  the  accused  to  the  city  of  Washington  for 
trial  before  the  Supreme  Court,  or  some  district  court  of  the 
United  States.  And  here  it  would  be  well  to  consider  the  third 
article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  entire,  before  any 
measure  is  taken.  I am  of  opinion  that  the  Supreme  Court, 
established  by  Legislature  of  this  Territory,  has  not  the  powey  to 
try  Aaron  Burr  for  treason  or  misprison  of  treason.  That  court 
is  the  creature  of  a Territorial  statute,  and  can  have  no  other 
jurisdiction  than  is  expressly  conceded  by  the  letter  of  the  law. 
The  act  of  Congress  extending  Federal  jurisdiction  to  the  Supe- 
rior Courts  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  was  made  at  a time  when 
that  was  the  style  of  our  highest  courts,  and  therefore  could  not 
have  contemplated  any  other  description  of  courts  subsequently 
established  for  our  own  convenience.  Again  the  Supreme  Court 
has  no  original  jurisdiction,  either  criminal  or  civil,  except  in 
Chancery,  and  all  criminal  jurisdiction  in  or  over  the  Territory 
is  exclusively  vested  in  the  circuit  courts  of  Adams,  Wilkinson, 
Jefferson  and  Claiborne  counties,  and  the  District  of  Superior 
Court  of  Washington  county — these  courts  have  been  substituted 
in  the  room  of  the  former  Superior  Courts,  and  being  exclusively 
possessed  of  criminal  jurisdiction,  making  it  clear  that  they  alone 
can  exercise  the  Federal  jurisdiction  given  by  the  act  of  Congress. 
As  to  the  construction  of  Colonel  Burr’s  letter,  threatening  civil 
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war  in  a certain  contingency,  it  cannot  operate  as  a basis  of  a 
prosecution,  but  might  come  in  in  aid  of  stronger  proof.” 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  was  con- 
vened at  the  town  of  Washington,  the  Territorial  Capital,  in  special 
session  on  Monday  February  2,  1807,  with  Judges  Thomas  Rod- 
ney and  Peter  Bryan  Bruin  presiding.  A Grand  jury  was  sum- 
moned and  empaneled  and  returned  into  open  court  the  following 
report : 

The  Grand  Jury  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  on  a due  inves- 
tigation brought  before  them,  are  of  the  opinion  that  Aaron  Burr 
has  not  been  guilty  of  any  crime  or  misdemeanor  against  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  or  of  this  their  Territory,  or  given  any  just 
occasion  for  alarm  or  inquietuded  to  the  good  peolple  of  this 
Territory. 

The  Grand  Jury  present  as  a grievance,  the  late  military  ex- 
pedition, tmnecessarily  as  they  conceive,  fitted  out  against  the 
person  and  property  of  said  Aaron  Burr,  where  no  resistance  had 
been  made  to  the  ordinary  civil  authority. 

The  Grand  Jury  also  present  as  highly  derogatory  to  the  dig- 
nity of  this  Government,  the  armistice  (so  called)  concluded  be- 
tween the  Secretary,  acting  as  Governor,  and  the  said  Aaron 
Burr. 

The  grand  Jury  also  present  as  a grievance,  destructive  of 
personal  liberty,  the  late  military  arrests  made  without  warrant, 
and  as  they  conceive  without  other  lawful  authority : and  they  do 
seriously  regret  that  so  much  cause  should  be  given  to  the  enemies 
of  our  glorious  Constitution,  to  rejoice  in  such  measures  being 
adopted  in  a neighboring  Territory,  as  if  sanctioned  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  our  country,  must  sap  the  vitals  of  our  political  ex- 
istence, and  crumble  this  glorious  fabric  into  dust. 

The  following  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  the  Burr  matter  appears  in  the  Mississippi  Messenger 
of  February  10,  1807: 

On  Monday  the  2nd  inst.,  an  adjourned  session  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  was  held  in  the  town  of  Wash- 
ington, to  which  Aaron  Burr  was  recognized  to  appear  and  an- 
swer such  bill  of  indictment  as  might  then  and  there  be  exhibited 
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against  him.  Col.  Burr  appeared  on  the  day  mentioned  in  his 
recognance  attended  by  his  counsels,  William  B.  Shields  and 
Lyman  Harding  Esqrs.  Agreeable  to  a venire  facias  issued  by  the 
Hon.  Thomas  Rodney  and  Peter  B.  Bruin,  a jury  of  seventy-two 
free  holders  appeared  in  Court,  and  on  the  day  following  twenty- 
three  of  their  number  were  selected  by  the  Court  as  a grand  in- 
quest. The  Hon.  Thomas  Rodney  then  delivered  to  them  a com- 
prehensive and  impressive  charge,  and  the  Court  was  adjourned 
till  ten  O’clock  the  succeeding  day,  at  which  time  Mr.  Poindexter, 
the  Attorney  General  moved  the  Court  to  discharge  the  Grand 
Jury.  He  stated  that  after  examining  the  depositions  submitted 
to  him  by  the  Court,  he  did  not  discover  any  testimony  which 
brought  the  offensive  charges  against  Colonel  Burr,  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Courts  of  the  Mississippi  Territory;  that  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  was  not  a Court  of 
criminal  jurisdiction,  either  criminal  or  civil,  and  could  take  cog- 
nizance only  of  points  reserved  at  the  trial  in  the  respective  Cir- 
cuit Courts,  where  all  criminal  prosecutions  must  originate,  ac- 
cording to  the  statutes  of  the  Territory.  He  further  observed 
that  in  order  to  secure  the  public  safety,  the  Territorial  Judges 
ought  immediately  to  convey  the  accused  to  a tribunal  competent 
to  try,  and  punish  him,  (if  guilty  of  the  charges  alleged  against 
him)  which  they  might  legally  do,  and  thereby  effectually  prevent 
the  contemplated  military  expedition  against  Mexico,  and  main- 
tain inviolate  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
He  therefore  hoped  that  in  as  much  as  the  attorney  prosecuting 
for  the  United  States  had  no  bills  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Grand  Jury,  that  they  would  be  discharged. 

* Colonel  Burr  made  several  observations  against  the  motion, 
and  remarked,  that  if  the  Attorney  General  had  no  business  for 
the  Grand  Jury,  he  had,  and  that  therefore  they  ought  not  to  be 
dismissed.  On  this  motion  the  Court  was  divided.  Judge  Bruin 
declared  himself  opposed  to  discharging  the  Grand  Jury,  unless 
Colonel  Burr  was  also  instantly  discharged  from  his  recogni- 
zance. 

The  Attorney  General  then  withdrew,  and  the  Grand  Jury  were 
directed  to  retire  to  their  room,  who  in  the  course  of  the  day 
returned  with  sundry  presentments,  which  are  given  at  large  in 
this  day’s  Messenger.  We  deem  it  unnecessary  to  remark  that 
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these  presentments  were  not  founded  on  any  bill  exhibited  to  the 
Grand  Jury,  and  that  being  negative,  they  met  no  further  atten- 
tion than  the  mere  perusal. 

On  Wednesday  evening  the  Grand  Jury  were  discharged,  and 
Col.  Burr  demanded  a release  from  his  recognizance — this  the 
Court  refused.  He  did  not  appear  in  Court  on  Thursday  morn- 
ing, as  was  expected,  and  in  a day  or  two  it  was  reduced  to  a 
certainty,  that  he  he  had  made  his  escape. 

The  following  item  appears  in  the  Mississippi  Messenger  of 
February  17,  1807. 

On  Tuesday  morning  last,  a negro  boy,  the  property  of  Doc- 
tor Cummins  of  Bayou  Pierre,  came  to  the  house  of  Mr.  William 
Fairbanks,  who  lives  near  the  mouth  of  Coles  Creek,  and  inquired 
the  road  to  this  City.  He  was  riding  the  same  horse  that  Col. 
Burr  rode  from  Washington,  and  was  also  wearing  his  surtout 
coat.  Mr.  F.  immediately  stopped  and  examined  the  boy,  and, 
nicely  stitched  in  the  cape  of  his  surtoot,  he  found  the  following 
note : 

“If  you  are  together,  keep  together,  and  I will  join  you  to- 
morrow night,  in  the  mean  time,  put  all  your  arms  in  perfect 
order. 

Ask  the  bearer  no  questions,  but  tell  him  all  you  may  think  I 
wish  to  know — he  does  not  know  that  this  is  from  me,  nor  where 
I am.”  “C.  T.  & D.  F” 

Had  Col.  Burr  made  his  African  Envoy  better  acquainted  with 
the  magnitude  of  his  mission,  he  might  have  succeeded  much  bet- 
ter, but  when  Mr.  F.  was  in  the  act' of  searching  him,  he  thought- 
lessly put  his  hand  on  the  cape  of  the  coat,  as  if  to  secure  the 
precious  document, — which  led  to  the  important  discovery. 

Besides  the  above  note,  the  boy  had  a pass,  and  an  open  let- 
ter, on  private  business,  directed  to  Mr.  Douglas  of  Concordia. 
Mr.  Fairbanks  thought  it  necessary  to  secure  him,  and  send  him 
to  the  Governor,  who  immediately  had  all  Col.  Burr's  adherents 
who  were  in  the  city,  65  in  number,  arrested,  and  kept  under  a 
military  guard  for  24  hours,  when  they  were  set  at  liberty.  All 
their  boats  at  the  river  were  also  seized,  and  a guard  placed  over 
them;  they  were  examined  next  day  by  the  Governor,  and  no 
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military  stores  of  any  kind  being  found,  they  were  discharged. 
A detachment  of  the  militia  of  Jefferson  county  was  stationed  at 
the  mouth  of  Coles  Creek,  and  Capt.  Hinds  and  his  company  were 
ordered  to  scour  Claiborne  county,  in  order  to  find  out  the  Col- 
onel's head  quarters,  which  as  yet  they  have  not  been  able  to 
effect. 

The  leading  characters  express  great  astonishment  at  Col. 
Burr’s  writing  them  such  a note,  and  some  pretend  to  believe  that 
he  did  not  write  it — but  those  who  are  acquainted  with  his  hand- 
writing, are  of  contrary  opinion;  he  may  have  intended  it  as  a 
coup  de  main,  to  facilitate  his  escape. 

****** 

In  reply  to  the  criticisms  which  were  contained  in  the  report 
of  the  Grand  Jury,  the  following  letter  was  published  in  the 
Mississippi  Messenger. 

Washington,  February  26,  1807. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Messenger : 

The  presentment  of  the  Grand  Jury,  empaneled  at  the  extra 
session  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  Territory,  which  appeared 
in  the  Messenger  of  the  10th  instant,  will  no  doubt  be  the  subject 
of  speculation,  and  perhaps  of  invidious  animadversion  abroad  as 
well  as  at  home.  How  far  the  Grand  Jury  acted  within  the  pale 
of  their  jurisdiction,  in  reprehending  the  acts  of  the  Executive 
of  this  Territory,  in  the  manner  they  did,  even  had  they  merited 
reprehension,  is  a point  which  is  foreign  to  the  purpose  of  this 
communication.  One  general  remark  may  be  proper.  It  is  true 
that  presentments  by  Grand  Juries  have  become  too  common  in 
our  country ; that  they  embrace  matters  entirely  of  a negative  na- 
ture; complain  of  grievances  which  can  not  be  legally  adjudicated, 
and  which  do  not  come  within  the  control  of  a Grand  Jury,  or  of 
the  authorities  to  whom  they  are  exhibited.  These  might  be  sub- 
jects of  inquiry  for  a higher  tribunal. 

The  object  of  this  publication  is  to  do  away  any  undue  im- 
pressions that  may  have  obtained  by  reason  of  the  presentment 
referred  to,  with  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  Executive  of  this 
Territory,  and  the  agents  whom  he  had  employed  to  effect  a 
peaceable  surrender  of  Colonel  Burr  to  the  civil  authority  of  our 
country. 
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As  one  of  these  agents,  I hold  it  to  be  a duty  which  I owe  to 
the  public,  (and  to  the  character  implicated),  as  well  as  to  myself, 
to  make  such  a representation  of  this  affair  as  will  enable  them  to 
form  their  own  opinions,  and  to  judge  for  themselves.  In  doing 
this,  it  is  far  from  being  my  intention  to  cast  any  reflection  upon 
the  Grand  Jury,  or  to  offer  the  least  indignity  to  them  individu- 
ally or  as  a constitutional  body.  It  is  because  of  the  respecta- 
bility of  that  Grand  Jury,  the  important  occasion  for  which  they 
had  been  summoned,  and  the  extraordinary  vocation  to  which 
they  were  called,  that  I have  deemed  this  measure  the  more  nec- 
essary. It  is  a measure  of  self-defense.  By  how  much  the  more 
respectable  and  influential  the  authority  is  which  charges  an  indi- 
vidual with  havind  done  wrong,  by  so  much  the  more  does  it  be- 
hoove the  individual  to  justify  his  conduct,  and  the  more  espec- 
ially if  it  be  a subject  of  public  concern. 

When  the  presentment  was  handed  to  the  court,  and  it  was 
found  to  represent  the  military  expedition  against  the  person  and 
property  of  Aaron  Burr  as  a grievance;  and  the  agreement  con- 
cluded between  our  Executive  and  the  said  Aaron  Burr,  as  highly 
derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  our  Government,  I prayed  the  court, 
if  they  allowed  the  presentment  to  be  read,  that  they  would  suffer 
it  to  be  made  the  subject  of  animadversion,  before  the  Grand  Jury 
were  discharged.  I stated  that  I was  enabled  to  show  satisfacto- 
rily, the  propriety,  if  not  the  necessity  of  the  measure  complained 
of;  that  it  was  calculated  to  save  the  effusion  of  human  blood, 
and  that  such  probably  had  been  the  effect;  of  this  I wished  to 
persuade  the  Grand  Jury  in  their  official  capacity.  The  court 
replied  to  the  Grand  Jury,  that  “the  Executive  government  here, 
with  respect  to  the  military  arrangements  presented,  had  acted  in 
obedience  to  the  express  orders  of  the  general  government,  to 
whom  the  constitution  has  confided  the  supreme  guardianship 
and  protection  of  the  country,  and  therefore  there  was  a particu- 
lar impropriety  in  censuring  their  conduct.”  The  clerk  was  then 
directed  to  read  that  part  of  the  presentment  only  which  went  to 
the  acquittal  of  Colonel  Burr.  It  was  my  wish  to  have  informed 
the  Grand  Jury  that  in  our  conference  with  Col,  Burr  he  unhesitat- 
ingly expressed  a temper  voluntarily  to  submit  his  conduct  to 
judicial  inquiry,  that  he  appeared  solicitous  to  embrace  the  first 
safe  occasion  to  do  so,  and  in  fact  had  the  day  before  made  ar- 
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rangements  with  Colonel  Fitzpatrick,  of  the  2d  Regiment,  to  that 
effect,  having  received  assurances  of  protection  to  his  person  and 
property  from  that  gentleman,  while  on  his  way  to  see  our  Exec- 
utive, and  to  undergo  the  much  desired  investigation.  Let  it  be 
recollected  that  this  while  Colonel  Burr  was  without  our  jurisdic- 
tion, and  not  amenable  in  any  manner  to  the  process  of  our  courts. 
He  told  us  that  his  reason  for  leaving  the  mouth  of  Bayou  Pierre, 
and  anchoring  on  the  western  side  of  the  Mississippi,  was  because 
of  his  having  been  informed  that  a body  of  our  citizens,  unau- 
thorized, were  marching  with  a determination  to  arrest  him  and 
his  boats — insinuated  that  from  accounts  he  was  liable  to  be  treat- 
ed as  an  outlaw  in  our  Territory,  and  from  these  considerations 
was  desirous  of  being  protected  pending  his  visit  to  our  Execu- 
tive, and  that  the  law,  to  whose  authority  he  meant  to  bow,  should 
be  administered  unto  him  as  to  another  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  Incorrect  as  Colonel  Burr’s  information  was,  as  respected 
the  designs  of  our  citizens  against  him,  it  was  evident  that  his 
fears  were  not  a little  excited,  and  that  he  believed  his  person 
would  be  insecure  in  our  Territory,  without  a pledge  of  protection 
from  some  officer  of  the  government.  We  believe  Colonel  Burr 
to  be  sincere ; we  knew  that  he  was  alarmed  at  the  military  prep- 
arations which  he  had  caused,  and  which  were  directed  exclusive- 
ly against  him  and  his  associates ; we  knew,  too,  that  from  his 
almost  defenseless  situation  that  he  could  do  us  little  harm. 
Therefore,  we  did  not  hesitate  a moment  to  guarantee  his  per- 
sonal safety  in  the  meantime.  The  agreement  was  executed  in  a 
few  minutes.  We  thought  it  of  no  importance  whether  this  paper 
wore  a technical  shape  or  not.  It  was  understood  among  us  to 
be  a memorandum  but  for  a day.  So  soon  as  the  anticipated 
interview  terminated,  it  became  a dead  letter.  It  was  proposed 
to  have  this  interview  at  Washington — so  it  would  have  been. 
The  circumstance  of  our  principal  military  force  being  then  as- 
sembled at  the  mouth  of  Cole’s  creek  on  their  way  to  attack  Col- 
onel Burr’s  boats,  induced  us  to  appoint  that  as  the  most  eligible 
place  for  many  reasons,  particularly  as  it  might  be  important  for 
the  commander-in-chief,  in  any  event,  immediately  to  see  the  troops 
in  person  who  had  so  promptly  and  patrioticaly  obeyed  their 
country’s  call,  to  encounter  a force  by  report  much  superior  in- 
deed to  what  it  was  actually  found  to  be.  Every  citizen  in  this 
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country  will  recollect  the  various  and  exeragerated  accounts  of 
Colonel  Burr’s  force  and  military  situation,  both  on  his  approach 
and  after  his  arrival  to  our  Territory.  The  very  day  before  Mr. 
Poindexter  and  I left  Washington,  the  Executive  was  advised 
by  a gentleman  then  from  the  vicinity  of  Colonel  Burr’s  encamp- 
ment, that  his  force  amounted  to  four  hundred  armed  men — pre- 
vious tales  had  given  a greater  number.  Our  troops  had  em- 
barked from  Natchez  the  evening  before. 

To  ascertain  the  real  situation  of  Col.  Burr,  to  acquire  infor- 
mation of  his  views  and  determinations,  and  to  assure  him  that 
if  he  did  not  quietly  surrender  to  the  constituted  authorities,  an 
effort  would  instantly  be  made  to  compel  him  to  do  so,  was  the 
object  of  our  mission.  It  was  thought  advisable  that  all  this 
should  be  done,  if  possible,  before  the  nearer  approach  of  our 
troops  to  Col.  Burr’s  boats. 

How  far  the  object  of  our  mission  was  effected,  the  public 
know.  The  day  after  his  arrival  to  the  Territory,  Colonel  Burr 
submitted  his  conduct  to  investigation,  and  his  boats  to  examina- 
tion. How  far  the  procedure  comported  with  the  dignity  and 
peace  of  our  Territory,  the  result  must  evidence.  Colonel  Burr’s 
plans  are  completely  and  finally  deranged.  How  far  the  military 
arrangements  and  expedition  were  warranted  or  proper,  our  Ex- 
ecutive and  the  general  government  can  justify. 

I am  not  disposed  to  be  the  ulogist  of  any  man.  Mr.  Mead’s 
conduct  needs  not  my  approbation  or  countenance.  As  one  of 
the  officers  then  in  his  confidence,  I will,  however,  take  the  liberty 
of  speaking  what  I saw  and  believed — that  in  all  his  military  op- 
erations and  management  while  exercising  the  functions  of  Gov- 
ernor, he  acted  with  an  single  eye  to  the  honor  and  safety  of  our 
Territory.  The  spirit  and  promptitude  which  he  displayed  on  the 
two  late  occasions,  in  my  opinion,  merited,  as  I have  reason  to  be- 
lieve, it  gained  him  the  thanks  of  his  country. 

Circumstance  prevented  me  from  handing  this  communication 
earlier.  You  will  oblige  me  by  giving  it  a place  in  your  next 
paper. 


W.  B.  Shields. 
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APPENDIX  IV. 


Letters  concerning  the  Aaron  Burr  Conspiracy,  which  appear 
in  the  Executive  Journal  of  Governor  William  C.  C.  Claiborne, 
and  which  are  on  file  in  the  Mississippi  Department  of  Archives 
and  History. 

N.  O.,  November  18th  1806. 

Cowles  Meade,  (private) 

I have  awaited  with  great  anxiety  the  Communication  which 
you  promised  me,  in  your  letter  of  the  — ultimo. 

I believe  my  dear  friend  there  is  Cause  for  apprehension — in 
the  United  States  there  are  many  ambitious  and  unprincipled 
Men; — they  perhaps  meditate  mischief,  and  expect  to  profit  by  a 
Revolution. 

I have  sent  this  letter  to  you  by  a man  in  whose  trust  I con- 
fide, and  who  will  bear  in  safety  your  answer;  write  I pray  you 
freely,  and  Conceal  nothing  from  me  which  involves  the  Interest 
of  our  Country ; that  interest,  I shall  sunnort  to  the  last  moment 
of  my  life. 

I have  great  confidence  in  your  Integrity  and  patriotism,  but 
pardon  me  in  suggesting  to  you, t the  necessity  of  the  utmost  cau- 
tion ; — Whatever  your  opinions  may  be  impart  them  but  to  a few : 
— We  are  often  betrayed,  or  rather  injured  by  our  best  friends. 
Few  men  possess  discretion  and  the  number  is  very  small,  who 
can  properly  use  a State  secret : — 

My  enemies  are  determined  on  my  ruin,  and  every  effort  will 
be  made  the  ensuing  winter  to  effect  it ; Already  my  official  Con- 
duct is  basely  misrepresented  in  Extracts  of  Letters,  which  are 
published  in  Philadelphia. — Daniel  Clark  has  pledged  himself  to 
have  me  dismissed,  and  he  proposed  to  have  complaints  exhibited 
against  me  not  only  from  this,  but  your  Territory: — he  boasts  of 
his  wealth,  of  his  talent  for  intrigue,  and  of  the  numbers  that  are 
subservient  to  his  will. — I may  fall ; but  I can  never  be  disgraced. 
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I offer  you  my  best  wishes  for  your  prosperity;  I believe  you 
to  be  sincerely  attached  to  your  Country  and  that  you  know  of  no 
other  merit,  but  personal  merit : — The  good  men  will  esteem  you ; 
but  the  unprincipled,  and  most  of  the  rich  Citizens  will  be  your 
Enemies.  The  rich  love  distinction,  and  are  apt  to  view  poverty, 
even  honesty  poverty  as  a Crime. 

(Signed)  William  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  November  18th  1806. 

Secy,  of  State, 

In  a private  letter  to  the  President  of  the  U.  States  under  date 
of  the  5th  Instant,  I expressed  to  him  my  apprehensions  that  cer- 
tain Persons,  were  forming  plans  inimical  to  the  United  States. — I 
am  now  advised  by  a confidential  letter  that  the  Union  of  the 
States  is  seriously  menaced,  and  that  the  Storm  will  probably 
break  out  in  New  Orleans;  and  that  in  this  plot  thousands  are 
concerned. — My  informant  is  a man  of  distinction  but  for  the 
present  I am  not  at  Liberty  to  mention  him. — If  this  be  the  object 
of  the  Conspirators,  the  delegate  to  Congress  from  this  Territory 
is  one  of  the  leaders ; he  has  often  said,  that  the  Union  could  not 
last,  and  that  had  he  children  he  would  impress  early  on  their 
minds,  the  expediency  of  separation  between  the  Atlantic  and 
Western  States : Doctor  John  Watkins  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Gurley  have 
heard  these  statements  expressed  by  that  Gentlemen. 

If  there  is  no  cause  for  apprehending  a Conspiracy  and  of  a 
serious  nature,  I am  deceived,  and  by  a man  in  whom  the  Gov- 
ernment has  high  confidence. — _ 

Whatever  dangers  may  arise,  be  assured  of  my  fidelity  to  my 
Country. — 

(Signed)  William  C.  C.  Claiborne. 


N.  O.  November  18th  1806. 

Secy,  of  State, 

A Gentleman  of  high  rank  writes  me  from  Natchez  under 
date  of  the  12th  Instant,  “you  are  surrounded  by  dangers  of  which 
you  dream  not,  and  the  destruction  of  the  American  Union  is  se- 
riously menaced ; the  Storm  will  probably  burst  upon  New  Or- 
leans. You  have  spies  on  your  every  movement  and  disposition” 
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In  a few  days  I shall  be  at  liberty  to, write  you  more  fully;  for 
the  present,  suffice  it  to  say,  that  every  thing  here  is  apparently 
tranquil ; but  if  dangers  arise  I shall  perish  or  triumph  over  the 
enemies  of  my  Country.  I have  not  received  a letter  from  you 
since  July  last. 

(Signed)  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  November  25th  1806. 

Secy,  of  State. 

General  Wilkinson  has  this  moment  arrived  in  New  Orleans. 
My  letters  of  the  18th,  19th  Instant  you  will  consider  as  confi- 
dential.— I shall  have  conference  with  the  General  on  Tomorrow, 
and  will  in  a few  days  write  you  particularly. 

I have  no  doubt  that  a conspiracy  is  formed  highly  injurious 
to  the  interests  of  the  U.  S. — and  that  characters  of  high  standing 
are  concerned — but  I am  not  yet  advised  of  the  particulars. 

General  Wilkinson  and  myself  will,  to  the  best  of  our  judg- 
ments and  abilities  support  the  honor  and  welfare  of  our  Country. 

(Signed)  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  December  1st  1806. 

Captain  Shaw, 

I have  received  your  letter  of  the  29th  of  November. — The 
situation  of  affairs  here  is  critical,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  safety  of  the  Territory  is  seriously  menaced.  Un- 
der this  impression,  I advise  and  request  that  you  make  every 
exertion  to  have  the  force  under  your  Command,  in  immediate 
readines  for  service,  and  that  to  meet  any  expence  attending  the 
same,  you  should  draw  bills  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. — So 
soon  as  you  have  completed  the  necessary  equipments  for  your 
present  Force,  you  will  inform  me  thereof,  and  I will  then,  give 
you  my  opinion  as  to  the  best  means  of  increasing  the  Navy  on 
this  Station ; If  in  the  mean  time,  the  threatening  dangers  should 
augment,  you  have  only  to  point  out  to  me  the  vessel  or  vessels 
best  suited  for  the  service,  and  they  shall  be  obtained. 

I advise,  that  you  consult  with  General  Wilkinson  from  time 
to  time,  as  to  the  manner,  in  which  with  the  vessels  under  your 
Command,  you  can  best  serve  your  Country. 

(Signed)  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 
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Statement  by  Governor  Claiborne  and  Captain  Shaw. 

Private. 

The  undersigned  are  informed  by  General  Wilkinson  of  a 
Conspiracy  formed  in  the  U.  States,  having--  for  its  objects,  the 
revolutionizing  of  Louisiana  and  Mexico. 

General  Wilkinson  has  shewed  the  undersigned  certain  letters 
in  Cyphers  directed  to  him,  which  he  says  are  from  Col : Burr 
and  General  Dayton: — These  letters  (as  interpreted  to  the  under- 
signed by  the  General)  speak  of  an  association,  having  some 
grand  object  in  view. 

Colonel  Burr  previous  (promises?)  to  be  at  Natchez  on  or 
before  the  15th  of  December  with  500  men,  and  speaks  of  a large 
force  which  will  soon  follow. — He  also  says,  “the  Navy  are  with 
us,  and  that  Truxton  had  gone  to  Jamaica” ; General  Wilkinson 
is  desired  to  meet  the  Colonel  at  Natchez,  where  they  were  to 
determined  on  further  movements,  and  particularly  whether  Baton 
Rouge  should  be  taken  on  their  way  down. — 

Burr  promises  the  General' to  make  him  second  in  Command 
and  that  he  should  select  the  Grades  for  his  officers  (meaning  in 
the  opinion  of  the  undersigned)  the  officers  of  the  American 
Army. — The  General  is  further  requested  to  obtain  by  the  best 
means  in  his  power,  the  Commissions  of  five  of  his  officers,  and 
send  them  to  him,  Colonel  Burr,  who  says  he  is  in  funds,  and  de- 
sires the  General  to  draw  upon  him. — For  further  information 
the  General  was  referred  to  the  Bearer  of  the  letter,  who  Colo: 
Burr  says  was  acquainted  with  his  Plans. 

General  Dayton  in  his  letter  speaks  of  Mexico  and  Louisiana, 
— of  Burr  and  Wilkinson,  promises  to  be  soon  at  Natchez;  speaks 
of  fame  and  Glory,  of  certain  success,  and  asks;  If  the  General 
was  ready? 

The  Bearer  of  Burr’s  Letter,  the  General  informed  the  under- 
signed, was  a Mr.  Swarthout  who  told  the  General  “that  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee,  and  Ohio  would  separate  from  the  Union;  that 
Louisiana  would  be  revolutionized,  and  that  the  French  were  pre- 
paring for  it,  and  intimated  that  the  Money  in  the  Banks  of  New 
Orleans  would  be  taken  by  the  associates;  but  a like  amount 
would  be  returned  of  a future  period.  Mr.  Swarthout  also,  in- 
formed the  General,  that  a Mr.  Spence  of  the  Navy,  a Mr.  Og- 
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den  and  a Doctor  Bollman,  who  either  were  or  had  been  in  New 
Orleans,  were  agents  of  Colonel  Burr.” 

The  above  is  a true  statement,  according  to  the  best  recollection 
of  the  undersigned;  In  some  details,  we  may  probably  be  incor- 
rect; but  in  substance  the  Statement  is  true. 

Signed  at  New  Orleans  on  the  3d  day  of  December  1806. 

Signed  William  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans. 

John  Shaw 

Commanding  U.  S.  Navy  on  the  New  Orleans  Station.— 


N.  O.  December  4th  1806. 

Secy,  of  State,  Private. 

You  will  perceive  my  Dear  Sir,  the  delicacy  of  the  Communi- 
cation inclosed,  and  I beg  that  it  may  be  considered  as  confidential 
and  not  made  public,  unless  it  should  be  deemed  essential  to  the 
public  safety,  which  must  supersede  every  private  consideration. 

When  a full  account  of  this  unprincipled  Combination,  shall 
be  made  public,  General  Wilkinson  will  be  greatly  obnoxious  to 
the  associates;  but  his  fidelity  to  his  Country,  cannot  fail  to  be 
justly  appreciated  by  the  good  and  virtuous. — Perhaps  a speedy 
disclosure  might  endanger  the  personal  safety  of  the  General,  I 
wish  it  may  be  avoided. — 

Signed,  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne, 


N.  O.  December  4 1806. 

Secy,  of  State, 

The  importance  of  the  inclosures  marked  A.  B.  C.  D.  will 
plead  my  justification  in  forwarding  you  this  dispatch  by  a special 
express. 

The  troops  from  Nachitoches  are  momently  expected — as  is 
also  a detachment  from  Mobile.  General  Wilkinson  is  repairing 
the  old  fortifications,  and  contemplates  Picketing  in  the  City. 
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I shall  remain  faithful  at  my  Post— and  with  all  the  means  in 
my  power  will  unite  with  the  General  in  the  defence  of  my  Coun- 
try, her  Government  and  Laws. 

I am,  dear  sir  with  great  respect  and  esteem, 
your  hble.  servt. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

P.  S.  When  the  troops  from  Nachitoches  and  Mobile  shall 
have  arrived,  there  will  be  in  N.  O.  about  800,  including  officers. 
The  Orleans  Volunteers  may  muster  180  men ; but  it  is  impossible 
.for  me  to  say  on  what  portion  of  the  regular  militia  I can  rely. 
Captain  Shaw  of  the  Navy  has  under  his  command  on  the  N. 
Orleans  station,  two  Bomb  Ketches,  and  4 Gun  boats.  The 
Ketches  are  in  this  port ; two  gun  boats  are  cruising  in  the  Lakes : 
and  2 others  have  ascended  the  Mississippi  but  have  all  been 
ordered  to  N.  O. 

Signed,  Wm.  C.  C.  C. 


N.  O.  December  4th  1806. 

Secy,  of  State, 

You  will  perceive  my  dear  Sir  the  delicacy  of  the  Communica- 
tion inclosed — and  I beg  it  may  be  considered  as  confidential,  and 
not  made  public,  unless  it  should  be  deemed  essential  to  the  public 
safety,  which  must  superceed  every  private  consideration. 

When  this  unprincipled  combination  shall  be  made  known, 
General  Wilkinson  will  be  greatly  obnoxious  to  the  associates — 
but  his  fidelity  to  his  Country  cannot  fail  to  be  justly  appreciated 
by  the  good  and  virtuous. 

Signed.  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 


N.  O.  December  5th  1806. 

To  the  Governors  of 
Tennessee,  Kentucky, 

Ohio  and  Indiana. 

I have  every  reason  to  believe,  that  an  armed  association  is 
forming  in  the  Western  Country,  under  the  direction  of  Colonel 
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Aaron  Burr  with  designs  hostile  to  the  Government,  Laws  and 
Territories  of  the  United  States. 

I give  this  information  in  full  confidence,  that  you  will  make 
the  necessary  exertions  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  this  Lawless 
Combination,  and  to  defeat  their  wicked  machinations. 

Signed.  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  December,  5th  1806. 

Secy,  of  State, 

If  General  Wilkinson  is  not  greatly  deceived,  the  safety  of  this 
Territory  is  seriously  menaced. — You  may  however  be  assured, 
that  every  exertion  will  be  made  to  repel  the  advancing  Foe. 
From  the  firmness  and  Bravery  of  the  Army  and  Navy  on  this 
Station,  much  may  be  expected ; But  as  regards  the  support  which 
the  militia  may  render,  I cannot  hazard  an  opinion; — It  will  be 
best  determined  in  the  hour  of  Peril. — I have  heretofore  per- 
suaded myself  that  a majority  of  the  People  were  well  disposed, 
and  would  rally  at  the  call  of  Government;  but  of  this  I am  not 
certain — On  the  contrary,  I have  had  so  many  proofs  of  the  in- 
fluence of  unprincipled  men,  and  the  prudence  of  wicked  political 
principles,  that  I know  not  in  what  portion  of  the  Militia  to  con- 
fide,— I cannot  however,  but  cherish  a hope,  that  the  Batallion  of 
Orleans  Volunteers  will  in  any  event  be  faithful  to  the  United 
States,  and  I know  that  in  the  Counties  west  of  the  Mississippi 
there  are  many  native  Americans,  who  would  die  for  their  Coun- 
try.— General  Wilkinson  tells  me,  that  he  had  heretofore  received 
hints  of  a Mexico  expedition,  and  from  the  Characters  whom  it 
seems  are  the  Leaders  of  the  present  plot ; but  had  attached  no  con- 
sequence to  their  conversations,  under  an  impression,  that  unless 
sanctioned  by  the  Government,  no  men  of  reputation  and  talents 
could  seriously  contemplate  an  object  of  the  kind. — General  Wil- 
kinson will  doubtless  become  extremely  obnoxious  to  the  associ- 
ates; but  his  fidelity  to  his  Country  will  be  justly  appreciated  by 
the  good  and  vituous. 

In  a former  letter  I mentioned  my  suspicions  of  Mr.  Clark, 
and  the  causes  which  excited  them;  but  upon  further  enquiry,  I 
find  nothing  to  justify  an  opinion,  that  ho  is  a Party  to  the  exist- 
ing conspiracy. ; — I have  therefore  to  request,  that  the  Letter  in 
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which  his  name  was  introduced  may  be  considered  as  confidential 
— In  a late  conversation  with  Doctor  Watkins,  he  informs  me, 
that  since  the  Election  of  Mr.  Clark  to  Congress,  he  has  heard 
him  deliver  some  patriotic  sentiments,  and  his  former  opinions, 
the  Doctor  seems  now  to  attribute  more  to  the  impulse  of  some 
momentary  passion,  than  to  deliberate  reflection. — It  is  due  to 
Justice  to  acquaint  you  of  these  particulars,  and  Justice  I will  ren- 
der to  every  Man,  even  to  my  greatest  Enemy. — 

I have  received  no  official  letters  from  Washington  since  July 
last; — I fear  they  are  intercepted,  and  this  is  one  reason,  why  I 
have  on  the  present  occasion,  forwarded  my  dispatches  by  ex- 
press.— May  I ask  the  favour  of  you,  to  write  me  occasionally 
when  your  leisure  may  permit  private  and  unofficially — I alone 
correspond  with  the  heads  of  the  Departments,  and  they  write  me 
so  seldom,  that  very  little  information  of  the  state  of  things,  with- 
out my  own  Territory  reaches  me. — As  for  the  Gazettes,  I seldom 
read  them,  for  the  abuse  of  the  Government,  I have  the  honor  to 
serve,  (and  I may  add  with  sincerity  abuse  of  myself  too)  is  so 
unpleasant,  that  I have  little  relish  for  newspaper  reading. 

The  Territorial  assembly  will  be  in  session  the  second  day  of 
next  month ; the  formation  of  a Civil  Code  will  engage  much  of 
their  attention,  and  I trust  I shall  be  enabled  to  maintain  a better 
understanding  than  heretofore,  with  the  two  houses;  But  this 
object  desirable  as  it  is,  will  never  be  effected  by  a sacrifice  of  my 
Judgment. — The  negativing  power  was  given  to  be  exercised, 
when  the  occasion  required,  and  of  that  occasion  I must  be  the 
Judge.  I think  however  that  the  approaching  will  be  more  agree- 
able, as  well  as  useful,  than  the  last  session. 

I am  sir, 

your  faithful  friend, 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 


N.  O.  November  17th  1806 

Genl.  Wilkinson, 

I have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  Instant,  and  have  ob- 
served well  its  contents. 
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To  the  last  moment  of  my  life,  you  may  be  assured  of  my 
fidelity  to  my  Country,  and  that  I will  cheerfully  co-operate  with 
you,  in  the  support  of  her  interests. — 

I wish  you  health  and  prosperity, 

Signed  Wm,C.  C.  Claiborne. 


N.  O.  December  5th  1806. 

Instructions  to 
Gerard  .W.  Hopkins. 

You  are  charged  with  dispatches  (of  great  Importance)  for 
the  Department  of  State,  and  it  is  essential  to  National  Interest, 
that  you  should  preceed  to  the  City  of  Washington  with  all  pos- 
sible dispatch. — 

You  are  furnished  with  five  hundred  Dollars  to  defray  the 
expense  of  your  Journey; — but  the  question  of  Compensation  to 
be  allowed  you  must  be  determined  by  the  Secretary  of  State ; — I 
will  however  promise,  that  your  reasonable  expenses  to  and  from 
the  City  shall  be  paid  by  the  Government. 

You  will  not  mention  the  object  of  your  Journey,  or  the  place 
of  your  destination;  this  reserve  may  be  essential  to  your  safety. 
You  will  write  me  from  time  to  time,  and  keep  me  advised  of  the 
progress  of  your  Journey,  and  enclose  your  letters  under  Cover 
to  your  Brother. — 

I wish  you  health  and  a speedy  Journey. — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  December  5th  1806. 

The  President  of  the  U.  S. 

My  official  Communications  of  yesterday  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  will  acquaint  you  with  the  unpleasant  aspect  of  affairs  in 
this  quarter. 

I persuade  myself  that  the  Danger  from  within,  will  not  prove 
as  serious  as  is  apprehended; — but  whatever  difficulties,  may 
arise,  you  may  rely  with  confidence  on  my  best  exertions  for  the 
defence  of  my  Country  and  Government. 

General  Wilkinson  is  of  opinion  that  the  threatened  attack 
will  soon  be  made ; he  is  repairing  the  fortifications,  contemplates 
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picketing  in  the  City  and  establishing  a floating  Battery  at  the 
mouth  of  the  River. 

My  friend,  Mr.  Graham  has  not  arrived;  he  intends  to  return 
(I  learn)  by  way  of  Ohio  & Mississippi,  in  which  event  he  will 
probably  have  a long  voyage. 

Signed.  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  December  5th  1806 

Secy,  of  State. 

At  the  moment  of  closing  my  dispatches,  I received  from  an 
old  and  esteemed  friend  a letter  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a Copy. 

You  will  be  pleased  not  to  mention  the  name  of  the  writer, 
unless  you  should  deem  it  essential  to  the  public  Interest. 

I am  greatly  embarrassed; — but  my  best  judgement  will  direct 
all  my  movements.  What  the  issue  will  be  God  alone  knows; 
all  the  assurance  I can  give  you  is  that,  I am  prepared  to  lay 
down  my  life  for  my  Country. 

Your  faithful  friend, 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 


N.  O.  December  6th,  1806. 

Govr.  Claiborne. 

The  dangers  which  impend  over  this  City  and  menace  the 
laws  and  Government  of  the  United  States,  from  an  unauthorized 
—and  formidable  association,  must  be  successfully  opposed  at 
this  point,  or  the  fair  fabric  of  our  independence,  purchased  by 
the  best  blood  of  our  Country  will  be  prostrated,  and  the  Goddess 
of  Liberty  will  take  her  flight  from  this  globe  forever. 

Under  circumstances  so  imperious,  extraordinary  measures 
must  be  resorted  to,  and  the  ordinary  forms  of  our  Civil  institu- 
tions must,  for  a short  period,  yield  to  the  Strong  arm  of  the  Mil- 
itary law. 

Having  exposed  to  you,  without  reserve,  the  authentic  grounds 
on  which  I found  my. apprehensions,  you  can  readily  comprehend 
the  high,  solemn  and  important  considerations  by  which  I am 
moved,  when  I most  earnestly  entreat  you  to  proclaim  martial 
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law  over  this  City  its  ports  and  precincts. — For  unless  I am  au- 
thorised to  repress  the  seditions,  and  arrest  the  disaffected,  and  to 
call  the  resources  of  the  place  into  active  operation,  the  defects 
of  my  force  may  expose  me  to  be  overwhelmed  by  numbers,  and 
the  cause  and  the  place  will  be  lost. — 

The  Idea  you  offered  me  this  morning-  of  calling  forth  the 
militia  and  taking  a position  for  the  protection  of  your  Territory 
above,  is  utterly  inadvisable,  because  you  could  not  for  a moment 
withstand  the  desperation  and  superiority  of  numbers  opposed 
to  you.,  and  the  Brigands  provoked  by  the  opposition,  might  re- 
sort to  the  dreadful  expedient  of  exciting  a revolt  of  the  negroes. 
— If  we  divide  our  force  we  shall  be  beaten  in  detail,  we  must 
therefore  condense  it  here,  and  in  concert  with  our  water  craft 
rest  our  main  defence  at  this  point. 

I shall  most  gladly  receive  the  utmost  number  of  the  Militia, 
which  you  may  be  able  to  furnish  me,  and  the  more  promptly  the 
better. 

Signed  James  Wilkinson. 

N.  O.  December  6th  1806. 

' Secy,  of  State. 

The  troops  from  Nachitoches  have  not  arrived  but  are  mo- 
mently expected. 

General  Wilkinson  has  made  the  necessary  arrangements  with 
the  French  Consul,  and  will  receive  possession  of  the  French  Ar- 
tillery, as  soon  as  the  value  thereof  shall  be  estimated. 

I know  not  the  extent  of  the  support — which  Burr  calculates 
on  receiving  in  this  Territory. — I have  no  doubt  that  there  are  in 
the  City  Persons  who  would  accompany  him  in  all  his  measures, 
however  wicked  they  may  be;  but  such  secrecy  in  this  quarter  has 
been  observed  among  the  conspirators,  that  I fear  it  will  be  diffi- 
cult to  bring  them  to  Justice. 

General  Wilkinson  is  condensing  all  the  regular  force,  in  this 
City;  I had  myself  supposed,  that  it  would  have  been  best  to  have 
made  a primary  stand  a considerable  distance  above'  New  Orleans, 
but  the  General  who  holds  himself  exclusively  responsible,  for 
all  Military  operations,  thinks  otherwise. 

The  Vessels  under  the  Command  of  Captain  Shaw,  will  (I 
learn)  as  soon  as  they  are  ready  ascend  the  Mississippi,  for  the 
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purpose  of  annoying  the  Insurgents  in  their  descent  of  the 
River. — 

General  Wilkinson  has  this  moment  informed  me,  that  he  has 
such  information  as  induces  him  to  believe,  that  Colo : Burr,  will 
be  at  Natchez  on  the  20th  of  this  month  with  two  thousand  Men. 

I have  dispatched  Major  J.  W.  Gurley  (in  whom  I have  entire 
confidence)  to  Natchez  to  appraise,  the  Governor  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory  of  the  Danger; — and  to  concert  measures  for  the 
defence  of  our  Common  Country. 

There  is  no  security  (at  present)  in  the  conveyance  by  mail; 
— I shall  of  course,  forward  all  my  dispatches  by  water,  or  by 
express. 

Signed.  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

Govr.  of  the  Mississippi  N-  °-  December  6th  1806. 

Territory. 

The  Bearer,  Mr.  J.  W.  Gurley  has  my  entire  confidence,  and 
I pray  you  to  give  evidence  to  the  important  verbal  communica- 
tions which  he  is  charged  to  make  you,  and  to  pursue  on  the 
occasion  such  measures  as  may  conduce  to  the'  safety  of  (our) 
Common  Country. 

Signed.  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

Govr.  Claiborne.  -^ec-  7th  1806,  6 o clock  A.  M. 

Captain  Shaw  informs  me  that  he  cannot  proceed  with  the 
river  defences,  without  carpenters  and  sailors,  who  are  not  to  be 
had  but  by  requisition — Proclaim  martial  Law  & this  with  many 
other  evils  will  be  remedied — On  this  subject  in  the  present 
Eventful  moment,  I must  intreat  you  to  act  with  decision.— I be- 
lieve I have  been  betrayed,  & therefore  shall  abandin  the  Idea  of 
temporizing  or  concealment,  the  moment  after  I have  secured  two 
persons  now  in  this  City — Our  measures  must  be  taken  with 
promptitude  and  decision,  regardless  of  other  consequences  or 
considerations  than  the  public  safety,  for  I apprehend  Burr  and 
his  Rebellious  Bands  may  soon  be  at  hand. 

With  much  consideration  Sec 

Signed 


James  Wilkinson. 
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N.  O.  Deer.  8th  1806. 

Genl.  Wilkinson, 

Your  letters  of  the  6.  and  7.  Instant  have  been  received. 

I have  made  arrangements  to  place  at  the  disposition  of  Cap- 
tain Shaw,  such  number  of  Ship  Carpenters  and  other  mechanics 
as  the  public  service  requires — and  shall  take  into  immediate 
consideration,  the  other  important  measures  which  you  advise. 

The  defeat  of  the  wicked  combination,  to  which  you  allude, 
and  the  total  discomfiture  of  the  associates,  being  essential  to 
the  safety  and  interest  of  my  Country,  you  may  be  assured  of  my 
ardent  co-operation,  and  that  at  a period  like  the  present,  I shall 
evidence  no  want  of  decision  in  the  exercise  of  such  acts  of  au- 
thority as  my  judgment  may  approve. 

The  Battalion  of  Orleans  Volunteers,  which  consists  of  from 
150  to  180  men,  and  a small  detachment  of  militia  Cavalry,  will 
be  ordered  into  immediate  service,  and  placed  under  your  com- 
mand ; and  indeed  the  whole  militia  of  the  City  will  be  called  out 
when  the  danger  shall  be  considered  so  immediate  as  to  render 
the  measure  advisable. — In  the  mean  time  we  will,  as  heretofore 
consult  together  as  to  the  best  means  of  defending  our  Country, 
Government  and  Laws;  and  for  this  purpose  I shall  see  you  in 
the  course  of  the  day.— 

I tender  you  the  assurances  of  my  entire  confidence  & esteem. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  December  8th  1806. 

Secy,  of  State, 

Since  my  last  communication,  letters  of  which  the  inclosed 
are  Copies  have  passed  between  General  Wilkinson  & myself. 

Preparatory  to  the  declaration  of  Martial  Law,  the  suspension 
of  the  Writ  of  habeas  Corpus  would  be  necessary;  but  this  high 
prerogative  can  in  my  opinion  be  alone  exercised  by  the  Territo- 
rial Legislature,  and  was  that  Body  in  session,  I should  under  the 
existing  circumstances  advise  the  measure. — 

As  tot  Martial  Law,  I shall  not  proclaim  it ; but  as  the  danger 
increases,  such  measures  will  from  time  to  time  br  resorted  to, 
as  the  general  safety  may  require. 
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I have  entire  confidence  in  the  firmness  and  patriotism  of 
General  Wilkinson,  and  will  most  cordially  cooperate  with  him. — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

To  the  Colonels,  Majors  N-  °-  December  9 1806. 

and  Captains  of  the  Regiments. 

I have  every  right  to  believe  that  the  safety  of  the  Territory 
is  seriously  menaced  by  a formadible  assembly  of  unjust  and 
wicked  men,  whose  design  is  hostile  to  the  Government  and  the 
Laws  of  the  United  States.  That  body  proposes  to  descend  the 
Mississippi  River  during  the  present  month;  but  the  necessary 
means  have  already  been  taken  to  arrest  their  progress.  I am 
persuaded  that  in  advance  the  good  citizens  of  the  Territory  will 
protect  their  rights  and  property. 

However  you  are  urged  to  instantly  place  the  Militia  in  the  best 
position  possible,  and  await  subsequent  orders.  During  that  time 
keep  a regular  patrol  at  night  and  maintain  a strict  guard  among 
the  Slaves. 

I am  sir,  your  very  obt.  servant, 

. Signed.  William  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

Translated  from  the  French. 

Secy,  of  State,  N-  °-  December  9,  1806. 

In  the  course  of  yesterday,  and  this  morning,  I have  been  as- 
sured by  many  Citizens  that  the  ancient  Louisianians  will  very 
generally  resist  with  firmness  the  expected  attack;  I am  well  as- 
sured, that  in  this  City,  there  are  agents  of  Col:  Burr;  but  it 
would  be  difficult  to  expose  their  Agency  and  to  bring  them  to 
punishment;  to  effect  however  this  great  object  of  public  Justice, 
no  exertions  of  mine  shall  be  wanting,  and  aided  by  the  zeal  and 
vigilance  of  General  Wilkinson,  it  will  I hope  be  at  least  partially 
attained. 

I continue  to  think,  that  the  power  of  suspending  the  privilege 
of  the  Writ  of  habeas  Corpus,  more  properly  devolves  upon  the 
Legislature,  and  if  the  danger  should  augment:  & the  privilege 
of  the  habeas  Corpus  should,  by  impeding  the  arrest  of  the  sus- 
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pected,  be  found  to  favour  the  escape  of  the  Guilty,  It  is  probable 
that  I shall,  by  proclamation,  direct  the  suspension  thereof  and 
plead  in  justification  the  necessity  of  the  Case. — 

General  Wilkinson  whose  zeal  on  the  present  occasion  I 
highly  appreciate,  requests  me  to  have  recourse  to  such  means, 
as  will  enable  Captain  Shaw  to  obtain  the  necessary  Sailors  for 
the  Navy  on  this  Station;  I have  in  consequence,  requested  on  this 
day  a metting  of  the  owners  and  consignees  of  the  Merchant  ves- 
sels in  the  Port,  and  after  acquainting  them  of  the  just  cause  for 
the  apprehension  of  danger,  I shall  propose,  that  they  consent  to 
release  from  their  private  engagements,  such  sailors  as  may  be  dis- 
posed to  enter  the  service  of  the  U.  States; — If  this  proposition  is 
assented  to,  the  greatest  obstacle  to — recruiting  the  necessary  num- 
ber of  seamen  will  be  removed ; — If  however  I should  learn  that 
the  associates  had  actually  set  out  in  force,  I shall  pursue  such 
measures  as  may  be  required  to  man  the  little  Fleet  on  this  River, 
for  its  co-operation  is  deemed  by  the  General  absolutely  essential 
to  the  defeat  of  the  Insurgents. 

I had  once  thought,  that  there  could  not  be  found  in  the 
United  States,  men  of  such  degenerate  characters  as  seriously  to 
meditate  the  infraction  of  our  laws,  the  subversion  of  the  Govern- 
ment, & the  dismemberment  of  the  Union;  but  the  letters  in  the 
possession  of  General  Wilkinson  and  the  Communication  from 
my  friend  in  Tennessee,  are  proofs  to  the  contrary,  and  the  only 
Consolation  left  to  the  sincere  Lover  of  his  Country,  is,  the  well 
grounded  hope,  that  their  numbers  are  few  and  that  their  wicked 
views  will  be  promptly  defeated.  “The  Unity  of  Government 
(to  use  the  language  of  a departed  Patriot)  which  constitutes 
us  one  people,  is  dear  to  us  all ; It  is  the  main  Pillar  in  the  edifice 
of  our  real  Independence ; the  support  of  our  tranquility  at  home, 
our  Peace  abroad;  we  should  accustomed  ourselves  to  speak  of 
it  as  a Palladium  of  our  political  safety  and  prosperity,”  and  I 
sincerely  hope  that  this  first  attempt  to  alienate  a portion  of  our 
Country  from  the  rest,  will  be  discountenanced  by  every  virtu- 
ous Citizens,  and  that  the  agents  in  the  nefarious  project,  may 
receive  the  severest  punishment  of  the  Laws. — 

Accept  assurances  of  my  great  respect  and 

sincere  esteem. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 
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Secy,  of  State,  N-  °-  December  9th  1806. 

The  Members  of  the  New  Orleans  Chambre  of  Commerce, 
attended  on  this  morning  at  io  O’clock  at  the  Government 
House,  and  after  being  apprized  by  the  General  and  myself,  of  the 
just  causes  for  the  apprehension  of  danger,  and  the  demand  there 
was  for  Sailors  to  man  the  little  Fleet  on  this  station,  they  unan- 
imously agreed  to  a resolution,  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a Copy. — 

This  Chamber  embraces  every  respectable  Merchant  in  the 
City,  and  I am  happy  to  find  so  much  union,  and  so  much  patri- 
otism displayed  on  the  occasion ; It  has  also  been  proposed  by  the 
Mercantile  part  of  our  socitey  to  raise,  by  subscription  a sum  of 
Money  to  Cloath  such  sailors  as  may  enter  the  service,  and  I am 
told,  that  several  thousand  Dollars  have  already  been  subscribed. — 

In  conformity  to  the  advise  of  the  Merchants,  I have  given 
orders,  that  no  Vessel  without  the  permission  of  General  Wilkin- 
son or  myself,  depart  from  the  Port ; — but  these  orders  will  be 
countermanded  the  moment  the  number  of  Sailors  required  for 
our  armed  Vessels  are  obtained. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Merchants  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans, 
held  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  communi- 
cations made  to  them  this  morning  by  his  Excellency  William  C. 
C.  Claiborne  and  James  Wilkinson. 

Paul  Launs  Esqr.  in  the  Chair 

It  was  unanimously  agreed  that  a general  and  immediate  Em- 
bargo of  the  Shiping  in  port  be  recommended  to  His  Excely. 
as  the  best  means  of  obtaining  the  desired  object. 

New  Orleans  9th  December  1806. 

Signed  Paul  Launsse  President. 

Richard  Relf  Secy. 

Genl.  Wilkinson,  N-  °-  December  ioth  1806. 

In  a time  of  public  danger  like  the  present,  when  the  Country 
and  Government  are  seriously  menaced  by  a band  of  Traitors,  it 
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becomes  our  duty,  to  redouble  our  vigilance,  and  to  take  the 
most  prompt  measures  to  discover  the  views  of  the  associates; — 
To  effect  this  object,  I submit  to  you  the  propriety  of  giving  some 
strong  orders  to  the  officer  Commanding  at  Fort  St.  John ; — by 
the  way  of  the  Lakes,  the  agents  of  the  Conspirators  will  most 
probably  make  their  communications,  and  if  suspicious  persons 
were  arrested,  it  is  probable  that  some  discoveries  may  be  made. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

Private.  Nov.  12th  1806. 

Govr.  Claiborne. 

Altho  it  is  a long  time  since  I sat  down  to  write  you,  still 
that  friendship  that  once  existed,  remains  bright  on  my  part,  and 
altho  since  I had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  I have  waded  thro 
difficult  and  disagreeable  scenes  still,  I have  all  the  fondness  for 
my  old  and  former  friends  that  I ever  had,  and  their  Mertiory 
has  been  more  endeared  to  me,  by  the  treachery  I have  experi- 
enced since  I saw  you  by  some  newly  acquired  ones — Indeed  I 
fear  treachery  is  become  the  order  of  the  day — This  induces  me 
to  write  you — put  your  Town  in  a state  of  Defence,  organize 
your  Militia  and  defend  your  City  as  well  against  internal  enemies 
as  external : my  knowledge  does  not  extend  so  far  as  to  authorize 
me  to  go  into  detail,  but  I fear  you  will  meet  with  an  attack  from 
quarters  you  do  not  at  present  expect.  Be  upon  the  alert — keep 
a watchful  eye  on  our  General — and  beware  of  an  attack,  as 
well  from  your  own  Country  as  Spain,  I fear  there  something 
rotten  in  the  State  of  Denmark — you  have  enemies  within  your 
own  City,  that  may  try  to  subvert  your  Government,  and 
try  to  separate  it  from  the  Union.  You  know  I never  hazard 
ideas  without  good  grounds,  you  will  keep  these  hints  to  your- 
self— but  I say  again  be  upon  the  alert — your  Government  I fear 
is  in  danger,  I fear  there  are  plans  on  foot  inimical  to  the  Union — 
whether  they  will  be  attempted  to  be  carried  into  effect  or  not  I 
cannot  say  but  rest  assured,  they  are  in  operation  or  I calculate 
badly — beware  of  the  month  of  December — I love  my  Country 
and  my  Government,  I hate  the  Dons — I would  delight  to  see 
Mexico  reduced,  but  I will  die  in  the  last  ditch  before  I would 
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yield  a part  to  the  Dons,  or  see  the  Union  disunited — This  I 
write  for  your  own  eye,  & for  your  own  safety,  profit  by  it,  and 
the  Ides  of  March  remember. 

With  sincere  respect  I am  as  usual  your  sincere  friend, 

Signed  Andrew  Jackson. 

Natchez  12th  Novr.  1806. 
Govr.  Claiborne,  Secredly  Confidential. 

I wrote  you  from  Nachitoches  on  the  6th  Instant,  by  Major 
Porter  who  descends  with  all  the  artifices  & one  hundred  men 
from  that  place,  to  be  immediately  followed  by  Col : Cuching  and 
every  other  man  but  one  Company. — 

You  are  surrounded  by  dangers  of  which  you  dream  not  and 
the  distinction  of  the  American  Union  is  seriously  menaced — The 
storm  will  probably  burst  on  New  Orleans,  when  I shall  meet  it 
& triumph  or  perish — The  French  train  of  light  Artillery  is  indis- 
pensable to  our  defence — I therefore  conjure  you  to  aid  Col: 
Freeman  in  getting  or  taking  possession  of  it — assist  him  also 
in  procuring  Pickets  to  stockade  the  town  and  strengthen  the 
old  fortifications — We  shall  have  1,000  Regular  Troops  in  the 
City  in  three  weeks  and  I look  for  succour  by  Sea — I have  little 
confidence  in  your  Militia,  yet  I trust  we  may  find  a few  Patri- 
otic spirits  among  them — You  have  spies,  on  your  every  move- 
ment and  disposition — and  our  safety  and  success  depends  vitally 
on  the  concealment  of  our  intentions — I therefore  make  this  Com- 
munication in  the  most  solemn  confidence,  (and  in  the  name  of 
our  common  Country)  that  you  do  not  breathe  nor  even  hint  it, 
to  the  most  intimate  friend  of  your  Bosom — The  reserve  may  be 
painful,  but  you  must  bear  it  until,  I see  you,  which  will  be  in  a 
very  few  days,  and  let  me  entreat  you,  that  all  your  measures  may 
be  suspended  for  my  arrival,  and  that  no  emotions  may  be  be- 
trayed— Colo:  Freeman’s  line  of  Conduct  has  been  prescribed  to 
him — I shall  leave  this  place  the  Day  after  tomorrow,  but  must 
dismantle  fort  Adams  and  remove  every  offensive  weapon  from 
it — I fear  our  Government  have  been  surprised — but  within  six 
days  from  the  present  the  President  will  be  fully  apprized  of  the 
plot,  which  implicates  thousands  and  among  them  some  of  your 
particular  friends  as  well  as  my  own — I again  solemnmly  charge 
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you  to  hold  this  communication  to  your  own  Breast,  excepting 
Col:  Freeman. — 

I write  you  in  haste  and  dispatch  this  by  Express — farewell 
and  God  bless  you,  so  long  as  you  may  adhere  to  our  Country  and 
co-operate  in  its  defence  with 

Signed  James  Wilkinson. 

N.  B.  Make  no  Newspaper  publication  of  expected  dangers, 
— but  say  the  troops  are  going  into  winter  quarters  in  New  Or- 
leans, and  that  the  President  has  ordered  the  old  fortifications  to 
be  repaired. 

Governor  Claiborne 

Inclosed  to  Col:  Freeman  to  avoid  suspicion — and  to  be  deliv- 
ered by  him  in  private. 

Head  Quarters,  N.  O.  Deer.  12th  1806. 

Governor  Claiborne, 

I thank  you  for  your  note  and  the  contents — we  shall  soon 
have  orders — in  the  mean  time  internal  Enemies  will  labour  to 
appal  everything  here — for  Heavens  sake  take  decisive  measures 
to  raise  the  sailors  required  by  Commodore  Shaw — if  this  is  not 
soon  done,  I shall  be  under  the  necessity,  of  adopting  different 
measures  and  making  a change  of  position  with  at  least  five 
hundred  of  the  troops 

Signed  Ja;  Wilkinson. 

P.  S.  You  will  ask  Judge  Hall  to  call  on  me  I will  give  any 
informamtion  against  Burr  he  may  desire,  in  my  power  to 
offer. — 

N.  O.  December  12th  1806. 

Genl.  Wilkinson, 

Devise  the  means  to  enable  Captain  Shaw  to  obtain  sailors 
and  as  far  as  my  powers  permit  they  shall  be  resorted  to. — 

I learn  from  some  of  the  Merchants,  that  the  term  of  service 
is  the  greatest  obstacle. — It  is  proposed  to  enlist  the  sailors  for 
six  months,  this  length  of  time  is  objected  to.  Do  you  not  think 
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General  that  two  months  unless  sooner  discharged,  would  answer 
our  objects. — 

I am  sorry  you  should  think  me  wanting  in  decision ; to  assist 
Captain  Shaw  in  obtaining  men,  I have  authorized  an  Embargo — 
An  Act  of  authority  which  can  alone  be  exercised  legally,  by  the 
General  Government,  and  this  act  of  mine  I fear,  the  Collector, 
will  not  long  submit  to,  least  by  withholding  Clearances,  he  may 
subject  himself  to  personal  Actions. — 

In  the  last  resource,  we  should  indeed  pursue  any  measure 
for  the  public  safety;  but  I submit  it  to  your  cool  reflection, 
whether  (at  this  time)  I could  be  justifiable  in  directing  an  Im- 
pressment, and  compelling  men  perforce  to  enter  the  service. 

I am  sincerely  desirous  to  co-operate  with  you,  in  all  your 
measures ; many  good  disposed  citizens  do  not  appear  to  think  the 
danger  considerable,  and  there  are  others  who  (perhaps  from 
wicked  Intentions),  endeavour  to  turn  our  preparations  into  ridi- 
cule; but  these  things  have  no  effect  on  my  mind. — That  an  ex- 
tensive Combination  exists  with  designs  the  most  hostile,  I have 
no  doubt  and  it  is  our  sacred  duty  to  be  on  the  alert  and  prepared 
to  meet  danger. 

With  respect  to  the  force  under  your  Command,  I am  persuad- 
ed you  will  make  such  disposition  of  it  as  will  effect  your  primary 
object,  the  safety  of  the  Territory. — I have  seen  Mr.  Cox,  and 
will  give  you  the  particulars  of  our  Conversation  on  Tomorrow. — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 


N.  O.  December  12th  1806. 

Secy,  at  War, 

From  the  peculiar  situation  of  this  Territory,  and  the  menac- 
ing aspect  of  affairs  as  well  external  as  internal  in  this  quarter,  I 
deemed  it  my  duty  to  put  the  Battalion  of  Volunteers,  (the  most 
efficient  Corps  of  the  Militia)  in  the  best  possible  state  for 
service; — To  enable  me  to  do  so,  I have  made  an  expenditure  of 
one  hundred  and  eleven  Dollars,  eighty-seven  and  one  half  Cents, 
and  for  which  sum  I have  this  day  drawn  upon  you  payable  at  five 
days  sight  to  Rd.  Claiborne  or  order. 

The  account  and  vouchers  are  inclosed. 

Signed.  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 
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N.  O.  December  15th  1806. 

Govr.  Claiborne, 

I have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th  Instant,  but  have  not 
found  time  to  answer  it  earlier — I have  since  consulted  Captain 
Shaw  on  the  subject  of  his  difficulties  in  procuring  sailors  to 
man  armed  Vessels  intended  for  service  up  the  river,  and  am  by 
him  informed  that  the  men  alledge,  the  denial  of  their,  employers 
to  pay  up  the  arrearages  due  to  them,  and  the  refusal  of  the 
Masters  with  whom  they  are  shift  to  give  them  their  discharges — 
These  objections  being  removed,  Capt.  Shaw  is  of  opinion  he 
will  soon  be  able  to  engage  his  compliment  of  seamen. — It  is  my 
opinion,  the  men  should  be  engaged  for  the  shortest  period  con- 
sistent with  the  public  safety,  but  as  I believe  Mr.  Burr’s  con- 
spiracy is  more  profound  and  widely  spread  than  his  numerous 
agents,  friends  and  well  wishers  here  will  permit,  I wish  the 
Contract  should  be  so  qualified  as  to  insure  the  service  of  the 
seamen,  until  his  machinations  are  destroyed  in  the  Western 
States,  or  his  attempt  has  been  defeated  in  this  Quarter,  and  for 
this  purpose  I would  propose  that  they  should  be  shiped  without 
any  specific  term  of  service,  “to  resist  the  attack  of  Aaron  Burr 
& his  lawless  Banditti  from  the  Ohio  River  against  this  Territory 
and  the  Laws  & Government  of  the  United  States”. — 

In  the  impending  awful  moment,  when  I am  myself  absolutely 
hazarding  everything  for  the  National  safety,  by  unauthorised 
dispositions  of  the  Troops  and  treasure  of  our  Country,  you 
must  pardon  me  should  I lament  •&  indeed  have  felt  a little  im- 
patient when  I could  no-where  find  authority,  for  the  apprehen- 
sion and  safe  custody  of  men,  either  the  known  Agents,  Emissa- 
ries, or  supporters  of  the  dark  and  destructive  combinations 
formed  or  forming  in  the  Heart  of  the  nation. — 

I know  not  what  may  be  the  Conduct  of  the  Collector,  in  op- 
position to  the  measure  recommended  by  the  merchants  of  the 
City,  or  what  may  be  his  responsibility  for  respecting  such  rec- 
ommendations, but  it  is  my  cool  and  deliberate  judgement,  from 
my  knowledge  of  Mr.  Burr’s  Character  and  desperation  and  from 
the  tenor  of  the  information  you  have  received  and  the  apparent 
toleration  and  support  which  he  receives  in  Kentucky  and  Tennes- 
see, that  we  have  reached  an  extremity  in  our  public  affairs, 
which  will  not  only  justify  but  imperiously  demands  the  partial 


' 


129 


and  momentary  dispensation  of  the  ordinary  course  of  our  civil 
institutions,  to  preserve  the  sanctuary  of  national  Liberty  from 
total  dilapidation — I believe  it  to  be  wise  and  just  to  inflict  tem- 
porary privations  for  permanent  security,  and  that  justice  being 
previously  done  to  the  seamen,  they  should  be  compeled  to  serve 
the  Country  which  gave  them  birth  and  gives  them  protection, 
on  the  very  liberal  terms  which  are  proffered  to  them — give  me 
leave  and  in  three  hours  our  vessels  shall  he  maned. — 

Having  put  my  life  and  Character  in  opposition  to  the  flagi- 
tious enterprize  of  one  of  the  ablest  men  of  our  Country, — sup- 
ported by  a crowd  of  co-equals,  ceremony  would  be  unseasonable 
and  punctilio  unprofitable,  I therefore  speak  from  my  heart 
when  I declare,  that  I verily  believe  you  are  sincerely  desirous  to 
co-operate  with  me  in  all  my  measures,  but  pardon  the  honest 
candor  which  circumstances  require  and  my  situation  demands, 
when  I observe  that  with  the  most  upright  and  honest  intentions, 
you  suffer  yourself  to  be  unduly  biased  by  the  solicitations  of  the 
timid,  the  capricious  or  the  wicked  who  approach  you  and  har- 
rass  you  with  their  criticisms  on  subjects  which  they  do  not  un- 
derstand, and  their  opposition  to  measures  which  they  do  not  com- 
prehend, or  which  understanding,  they  are  desirous  to  prevent 
or  defeat — What  will  our  alertness  import  without  force  and 
energy  to  support  it,  and  how  can  we  be  prepared  without  means  ? 
— shall  our  reverence  for  our  civil  institutions  produce  their  an- 
nihilation, or  shall  we  lose  the  house  because  we  will  not  break 
the  windows? 

By  the  allusion  which  I made  in  my  note  respecting  a change 
of  the  disposition  of  the  Troops,  I meant  to  say  that  if  we  cannot 
get  seamen,  I shall  be  obliged  to  embark  our  soldiers,  and  as  I 
consider  the  defence  which  I proposed  above,  the  most  interesting 
to  the  Country  and  the  most  favorable  to  success,  I should  in 
such  case  abandon  the  City  and  suspend  further  labour  on  its  de- 
fences.— 

I shall  ever  be  ready  to  bear  testimony  to  the  Patriotism  of  the 
professions  you  have  offered  to  me  from  first  to  last,  and  of 
the  high  interests  which  you  take  in  the  safety  of  the  constitution 
and  the  support  of  our  laws — But  we  want  force  and  we  cannot 
procure  it  without  the  exercise  of  more  power — 
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Capt.  Shaw  has  just  complained  to  me  that  he  cannot  succeed 
in  procuring  seamen  and  of  other  embarrassments — 

I would  wait  on  you  but  cannot  quit  my  Pen  a moment. 

Signed  James  Wilkinson. 

N.  O.  December  16th  1806. 

Genl.  Wilkinson,  (Private) 

Believe  me,  that  I am  fully  sensible  of  the  impending  danger, 
and  am  disposed  to  exert  all  my  constitutional  pozvers  in  support 
of  our  Country  and  even  these  I will  exceed,  if  the  means  at 
present  pursued,  should  not  (in  a short  time)  produce  the  desired 
effects. — 

I am  greatly  solicitous  that  the  late  intercepted  letter  should  be 
deciphered; — If  Jackson  should  finally  desert  his  Country,  I 
shall  indeed  lament  the  depravity  of  human  nature. 

The  Proclamation  has  already  led  to  the  disclosure  of  some 
facts  which  much  astonish  me;  and  which  you  shall  learn  when 
we  meet. 

The  Person  you  mention,  will  very  soon  (I  suspect)  furnish 
ample  testimony  to  prove  his  Agency  in  the  Plot. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  December  16th  1806. 

Govr.  Claiborne,  (Confidential) 

I hope  your  proclamation  will  do  good — It  was  certainly  a 
proper  step,  but  believe  me  nothing  but  force  will  save  us — rest 
assured  you  are  hood-winked — I cannot  decipher,  yet  the  thing 
affords  important  discoveries — it  notes  Jackson’s  defection — and 
mentions  names  and  Initials — Oh  God  could  I hear  from  our 
Government ! — Alexander  must  be  taken  up — indeed  he  must — he 
said  publicly  at  the  Coffee  House  the  other  night  that  if  Br.  was 
a traitor  I was  one  also — I will  dine  with  you  after  our  business 
is  done.  Some  days  since  a man  arrived  from  Br.  with  dis- 
patches : I shall  have  his  name  tomorrow. 

Signed  J.\:  Wilkinson. 
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N.  O.  December  16th  1806. 

Paul  Lanusse  & Benj : Morgan, 

I learn  from  Captain  Shaw,  that  the  greatest  obstacles  to  ob- 
taining the  Sailors  required  for  the  Navy,  are  “the  denial  of  their 
employers  to  pay  up  the  arrearages  due  to  them,  and  the  refusal 
of  the  Masters  with  whom  they  are  snip’d  to  give  them  their  dis- 
charges”.— The  obstacles  being  removed,  Captain  Shaw  sup- 
poses, that  he  will  soon  be  able  to  engage  his  Complement  of 
men”. — 

I again  Sir,  give  it  as  my  opinion  that  the  complete  equipment 
of  the  little  Navy  on  this  station,  and  their  speedy  ascent  of  the 
Mississippi  will  contribute  to  the  safety  of  this  Territory,  and  I 
again  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  the  Mercantile  part  of  our  society, 
and  ask  with  confidence  their  co-operation  in  aid  of  measures 
which  the  General  good  requires. — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  December  17th  1806. 

Genl.  Wilkinson, 

I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  15th  Instant. 

To  remove  the  principle  obstacles  stated  to  the  recruiting  for 
the  Navy  the  necessary  number  of  seamen,  I have  again  appealed 
to  the  patriotism  of  the  Merchants,  and  have  addressed  a letter  to 
Messrs  Lanussee  and  Morgan,  two  distinguished  Mercantile 
Characters,  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a Copy. 

I am  informed  by  Captain  Shaw,  that  the  Bomb  Ketch  Etna 
is  ready  for  service,  and  I trust  that  by  the  period  the  other  two 
armed  vessels  in  the  Port  have  received  the  necessary  repairs,  that 
the  sailors  to  man  them  may  have  been  obtaind. — For  the  small 
Gun  Boats  which  are  fitting  out  at  the  Navy  yard,  Captain  Shaw 
tells  me,  that  Common  Oarsmen  alone  are  required,  and  in  pro- 
curing such,  I presume  no  difficulty  will  be  experienced. — I pay 
homage  General,  to  the  zeal  which  you  have  manifested  in  hasten- 
ing and  enlarging  your  means  of  defence  against  the  base  men, 
who  contemplate  the  subversion  of  our  Government,  nor  can  I 
but  highly  applaud  the  motive  which  influences  your  Conduct ; — 


132 


but  you  must  do  me  the  Justice  to  believe,  that  if  I have  not  yielded 
to  all  your  requests,  it  was,  because  my  judgment  did  not  approve 
the  measure ; — at  a crisis  so  interesting  as  the  present ; I am  in 
the  habit  of  answering  the  respectful  enquiries  of  the  Citizen,  nor 
do  I refuse  to  listen  to  the  opinions  of  those,  who  from  personal 
merit  and  talents  are  entitled  to  respect ; — -but  I am  not  sensible 
of  even  having  yielded  my  own  sentiments  on  subjects  which  fall 
under  my  official  cognizance  to  any  man  living. — For  acts,  for 
which  I am  alone  responsible,  my  own  frail  judgment  must  be  my 
guide; — it  may  indeed  betray  me  into  errors;  but  in  that  case, 
I shall  have  the  consolation  of  having  done  for  the  best,  and  even 
censure  under  such  circumstances,  would  be  more  agreeable  to 
me,  than  plaudits,  for  a conduct  which  the  opinions  of  others  had 
commanded. — Believe  me  then  that  I am  not  “unduly  biased  by 
the  solicitations  of  the  timid,  the  copricious  or  the  wicked” — ana 
be  persuaded  that  the  suspension  of  the  privilidge  of  the  Writ  of 
habeas  Corpus,  & the  declaring  martial  law , measures  you  have  ad- 
vised, are  (in  my  opinion)  beyond  my  Control. — These  high 
powers  devolve  alone  on  the  Legislature,  nor  can  I constitutionally 
exercise  an  authority  on  the  occasion,  until  the  same  shall  be  dele- 
gated to  me  by  law. — 

I reverence  General  your  experience  in  life,  and  in  a late  con- 
versation with  you,  I remember  to  have  appealed  to  it,  for  a Prece- 
dent where  at  any  time  or  under  any  circumstances,  a Governor 
of  the  State,  had  without  authority  of  law,  suspended  by  Procla- 
mation the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  Corpus  and  proclaim 
martial  lazv — but  you  could  furnish  me  with  no  such  precedent — 
On  the  contrary,  you  seem  to  conceed  the  point  that  the  power  was 
vested  elsewhere ;— but  relied  on  the  necessity  of  the  case  to 
justify  the  measure. — There  may  indeed  be  times,  where  an 
officer  is  justifiable  in  infracting  law. — To  violate  law  is  one  thing; 
— but  to  proclaim  an  intention  of  doing  so,  and  under  the  sem- 
blance of  authority  is  another. — The  one  under  certain  circum- 
stances is  excusable  nay  commendable ; — the  other,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  is  worse  than  useless. — If  therefore,  "you  can  nowhere  find 
authority,  for  the  apprehension  and  safe  custody  of  men,  either  the 
known  agents,  emissaries  or  supporters  of  the  dark  and  destructive 
combinations  formed  or  forming  in  the  Heart  of  the  Nation,” 
attribute  it  to  the  form  of  Government,  which  the  Congress  of  the 
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United  States  has  given  to  this  Territory,  & to  the  existing  laws. — 
The  judiciary  of  the  Territory  having  exclusive  cognizance  of 
offences  is  the  only  tribunal  to  which  I can  refer  you,  nor  can  any 
act  of  mine,  arrest  or  suspend  their  powers. — You  will  perceive  in 
this  letter,  no  other  object,  than  a desire  to  lay  before  you  the 
just  considerations  which  influence  my  conduct,  and  while  I offer 
my  ardent  prayers  for  the  success  of  your  efforts  to  defeat  the 
wicked  machinations  of  the  Enemies  of  our  Common  Country, 
permit  me  to  subscribe  myself  with  sentiments  of  great  respect — 

Your  hble.  servt. 

Signed.  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

Washington  M.  T.  December  14th  1806 

Govr.  Claiborne, 

I have  received  your  friend  with  much  satisfaction — this  kind 
of  correspondence  and  co-operation  is  essentially  necessary  to  our 
mutual  safety  and  that  of  the  Territories  over  which  we  have  the 
honor  to  preside — my  mind  has  long  been  prepared  for  the  intel- 
ligence brought  by  Major  Guriy,  and  you  will  find  from  his 
verbal  communications  that  I have  collected  testimony  of  equal  * 
authenticity  and  weight  on  the  same  subject;  which  he  has  ex- 
amined— Ere  the  arrival  of  this  letter  you  will  have  received  the 
affidavit  of  Capt.  A. — which  as  it  affected  your  neighbours  and 
pretended  friends  I thought  properly  to  give  literally. — 

To  enter  into  my  contemplated  plans  of  operation  is  unnec- 
essary, as  the  major  will  be  able  to  sketch  the  transient  impressions 
of  the  mind — in  a day  or  two  I will  advise  with  my  privy  Coun- 
cil— and  then  proceed  to  place  the  militia  in  the  best  possible  state 
of  discipline  and  vigilance. — 

Major  G. — will  inform  you  of  my  scheme  relative  to  Governor 
Grand  Pre — this  may  have  a good  effect  if  the  Govr.  is  loyal  to 
Spain,  if  not,  it  can  do  no  injury,  but  to  himself  and  his  Country. 

Will  our  personal  acquaintance  authorise  me  to  offer  an  opin- 
ion, which  may  seem  to  counsel — if  it  does — permit  me  to  say 
that  you  cannot  begin  to  purge  the  offices  of  Government  too  soon, 
every  conspirator  in  office,  receives  from  yourself  the  means  of 
doing  you  injury — you  are  now  fostering,  you  give  him  conse- 


134 


quence  in  the  eyes  of  the  ignorant,  and  the  inhabitants  of  your 
Territory  are  not  the  most  intelligent. — 

We  want  arms  and  ammunition — we  have  men,  and  these  men 
are  patriots — but  sir,  we  are  badly  provided — I can  only  promise  to 
make  the  stand,  and  fight  the  battle  of  Leonidas — Burr  may  come 
and  he  is  no  doubt  desperate,  but  treason  is  seldom  associated  with 
generous  courage  or  real  bravery — should  he  pass  us  your  fate  will 
depend  on  the  Genl.  not  on  the  Col: — If  I stop  Burr — this  may 
hold  the  Genl.  in  his  allegiance  to  the  U.  States — but  if  Burr 
passes  this  Territory  with  two  thousand  men,  I have  no  doubt  but 
the  Genl.  will  be  your  worst  enemy — 

Be  on  your  guard  against  the  wily  General — he  is  not  much 
better  than  Cataline — consider  him  a traitor  and  act  as  if  certain 
thereof — you  may  save  yourself  by  it — but  if  we  wrong  him,  we 
will  always  be  willing  to  repair  any  injury  which  we  may  do  him 
in  that  way,  nay  with  forty- fold — if  he  is  an  honest  man — he  can 
do  us  more  good  than  any  in  the  West  and  I will  love  him  here- 
after— but  I fear. — „ 

Yours  Cordially, 

Signed  Cowles  Mead. 
New  Orleans  December  24th  1806. 

Genl.  Wilkinson, 

Will  you  be  good  enough  to  direct  the  proper  officer,  to  deliver 
to  the  order  of  Colo : Dorciere  of  the  second  Regiment  of  Militia, 
three  hundred  stand  of  public  muskets  for  the  use  of  said  Mili- 
tia 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

Note — About  ten  days  since  Colo:  Macarty  of  the  4th  Regi- 
ment of  Militia,  received  an  order  from  the  undersigned,  for  three 
hundred  stand  of  public  Muskets  for  the  use  of  said  regiment. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  C. 


N.  O.  December  8th  1806. 

R.  McShane  Esqr. 

Secy,  to  the  N.  O.  Chamber  of  Commerce. — 

Being  desirous  to  converse  with  the  Merchants  of  this  City 
on  a subject  of  great  interest,  I must  ask  the  favour  of  you  to 
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solicit  the  several  members  of  the  new  Orleans  chamber  of  com- 
merce to  meet  at  the  Government  House,  on  Tomorrow  morning 
at  half  past  nine  O’clock. — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  December  9th  1806. 

Capt.  Shaw — 

You  will  permit  no  Vessel,  to  depart  from  this  Port,  unless 
the  Captain  or  Commander  thereof,  shall  produce  to  you  a per- 
mission in  writing,  signed  by  General  Wilkinson  or  myself. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 


N.  O.  Deer.  10th  1806. 

Wm.  Brown, 

You  are  fully  apprised  of  the  just  causes  for  the  apprehension 
of  danger,  from  a lawless  & formidable  association,  and  of  the 
request  which  has  been  made  to  me,  by  the  Merchants  of  New 
Orleans,  not  to  permit  a Vessel  to  depart  from  the  Port,  until  the 
necessary  number  of  sailors  for  the  service  of  the  Navy  on  this 
Station  shall  have  been  obtained. — I have  therefore  to  solicit,  that 
in  aid  of  the  orders  I have  given  in  conformity  with  the  advice 
and  request  of  the  merchants,  that  you  will  avoid  for  the  present, 
issuing  clearances  to  any  vessel,  unless  the  same  should  be  asked 
either  by  General  Wilkinson  or  myself. — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 


N.  O.  December  15th  1806. 

Capt.  Shaw, 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  this  morning,  I give  it  as  my 
opinion,  that  the  Ketch  Etna  should  ascend  the  Mississippi  with 
all  possible  dispatch,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  Gun  Boats  No. 
13  & 14  oppose  by  force  the  descent  of  any  armed  & unauthorised 
Body  of  Men. — 


Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 
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N.  O.  December  17th  1806. 

Secy,  of  State, 

The  inclosure  No.  1 is  a Copy  of  a letter  which  I have  received 
from  General  Wilkinson,  and  that  No.  2 of  the  answer  which  has 
been  returned. 

I persuade  myself,  that  the  Danger  is  not  as  great,  -as  the 
General  apprehends;  but  in  no  event  will  I take  upon  myself  to 
suspend  the  privilege  of  the  Writ  of  habeas  Corpus,  & to  proclaim 
martial  Law. — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  Deer.  25th  1806. 

Genl.  Wilkinson, 

Taking  into  view  the  peculiar  situation  of  this  Territory; 
menaced  by  an  internal  Foe,  whose  early  approach  to  this  City, 
you  had  good  reason  to  apprehend,  I must  confess  that  my  im- 
pression has  been,  that  your  arrest  of  Bollman,  the  known  agent 
of  the  Conspirators  was  (from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
case)  justifiable;  but  when  that  man,  or  any  other  alike  situated, 
was  claimed  by  the  Civil  authority,  I did  think,  that  (if  within 
your  power)  it  would  have  been  right  and  proper  to  have  sur- 
rendered him. — I have  before  communicated  verbally  these  opin- 
ions, and  now  deem  it  proper  to  give  them  in  writing. — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  December  26th  1806. 

Certificate  of  Capt.  Shaw. 

I certify  that  on  the  morning  after  I was  served  with  a writ  of 
habeas  Corpus,  requiring  me  to  bring  before  the  honorable  Judge 
Workman,  the  body  of  Mr.  Ogden  then  confined  on  board  the 
Ketch  Etna,  I called  upon  Governor  Claiborne,  and  asked  his 
advice  how  to  proceed  ? The  Governor  told  me  the  writ  must  be 
obeyed  and  that  if  the  person  claimed  was  in  my  power  to  sur- 
render him. — In  consequence  of  the  Governor’s  advice,  and  my 
own  wish  to  yield  on  all  occasions  obedience  to  the  Civil  authority 
I did  carry  Mr.  Ogden  before  the  Judge  and  he  Mr.  Ogden  was 
discharged. — 
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On  the  same  day  on  which  I had  this  conversation  with  Gov- 
ernor Claiborne,  I accompanied  the  Governor  on  a visit  to  General 
Wilkinson, — the  conversation  turned  upon  the  events  of  the  day, — 
the  Governor  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  it  was  proper  to  give  up 
to  the  Civil  authority  all  the  persons  who  were  claimed, — he  said 
to  the  General  that  there  was  a great  difference  between  arresting 
a man  and  refusing  to  surrender  him  when  claimed  by  the  Civil 
authority, — in  this  latter  case  the  refusal  would  seem  like  oppo- 
sition to  the  Government — and  told  the  General  that  as  the  head  of 
the  Civil  Government  if  he  was  called  upon  to  support  the  Civil 
authority  he  should  certainly  do  so. 

The  General  viewed  the  persons  in  confinement  as  Traitors, — 
he  thought  the  safety  of  his  country  was  seriously  menaced  and 
avowed  his  determination  upon  his  own  responsibility  to  take  the 
course  which  he  thought  was  best  for  his  Country’s  welfare— 
which  was  his  sole  object. — 

Signed  John  Shaw. 

New  Orleans  Comd.  Naval  forces. 

Deer.  26th  1806. 

N.  O.  December  26th  1806. 

Judge  Hall, 

I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day,  and  to  inform  you,  that  the  communication  to  which  you 
allude  was  several  Days  since  transmitted  to  General  Wilkinson; 
he  however  has  not  yet  acknowdedged  (in  writing)  the  reception 
thereof,  nor  has  he  communicated  to  me  his  sentiments  thereon. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 


N.  O.  December  26th  1806. 

The  Secy,  of  State, 

This  letter  is  merely  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  dis- 
patches of  the  9th  and  10th  ultimo,  which  were  brought  by  the 
Post  on  yesterday.  Except  these,  no  other  communications  from 
the  Government  to  me  have  reached  my  hands  since  the  month 
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of  July  last — and  I mention  this,  that  you  may  perceive  whether 
there  have  been  any  interceptions  or  not. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

P.  S. 

I have  received  no  information  concerning  Burr — but  shall 
write  you  more  particularly  by  private  conveyance. 


N.  O.  December  26th  1806. 

Genl.  Wilkinson, 

I have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  by  the  last  mail  I re- 
ceived several  dispatches  from  the  Department  of  State,  the  latest 
dated  the  12th  ultimo,  at  which  time  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
Administration  entertained  any  apprehensions  for  the  safety  of 
New  Orleans,  nor  is  any  notice  taken  of  danger  in  the  Western 
States. 

With  respect  to  our  affairs  abroad,  the  Secy,  of  State  expresses 
himself  as  follows,  “We  have  received  no  very  recent  informa- 
tion of  the  State  of  our  negiciations  with  Spain.  The  tenor  of  the 
last  did  not  preclude  hopes  of  a favorable  issue,  tho’  it  would  be 
premature  to  draw  any  positive  conclusions  from  what  had  passed. 
Much  also  may  possibly  depend  on  the  result  of  other  negociationsr 
depending  among  the  great  powers  of  Europe.  Our  information 
from  the  mission  Extraordinary  to  Great  Britain  is  also  neither 
very  late  nor  definite.  The  negociation  had  been  much  retarded 
by  the  illness  of  Mr.  Fox  the  Secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  and 
may  feel  some  further  dilitory  influence,  at  least,  from  his  death, 
which  appears  to  have  happened  about  the  middle  of  Septr. — In 
this  case  also  the  state  of  the  British  negociations  with  other 
powers,  particularly  France,  may  have  an  influence  on  the  British 
policy  towards  the  U.  S.  tho’  as  yet  the  indications  have  been 
rather  favorable.” — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

1 

N.  O.  December  29th  1806. 

General  Wilkinson, 

Will  you  be  good  enough  to  direct  the  proper  officer  to  deliver 
to  the  order  of  Major  Flood  of  the  1st  Reg.  of  Militia,  three 
hundred  Stand  of  public  Muskets  for  the  use  of  said  Regiment. — 
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When  these  arms  are  distributed,  I shall  have  in  this  city 
and  its  vicinity  (independently  of  the  Volunteer  Corps)  nine 
hundred  men,  completely  armed,  and  shall  after  Sunday  next,  be 
enabled  to  call  them  into  actual  service,  upon  a very  short  notice. — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 


N.  O.  December  29th  1806. 

Genl.  Ja:  Wilkinson, 

If  any  of  the  officers  of  this  Territory  civil  or  Military  or 
Citizens  of  the  same  should  be  implicated  in  the  depositions  which 
you  have  taken  or  may  take  relative  to  the  conspiracy  which  you 
are  endeavoring  to  develop,  I hasten  to  request  that  the  names  01 
such  Persons,  and  of  the  proofs  exhibited  may  be  transmitted 
me,  in  order  that  such  measures  may  be  resorted  to  as  my  duty 
shall  point  out. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 


N.  O.  December  31st  1806. 

Capt.  Shaw, 

You  will  be  pleased  to  consider  the  order  contained  in  my 
letter  of  the  9th  instant  relative  to  the  departure  of  Vessels  from 
this  Port,  as  at  an  end. — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  December  31st  1806. 

Govr.  Claiborne, 

I have  the  honor  to  inform  His  Excellency,  the  Governor  that 
the  U.  S.  Ketch  Vesuvius,  Lieut.  Commdr.  James  T.  Leonard  is 
ready  to  ascend  the  river — I therefore  await  your  orders — 

Signed  John  Shaw. 

N.  O.  January  1st  1807. 

Capt.  Shaw, 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  I advise  and  request 
that  the  U.  States  Ketch  Vesuvius  should  ascend  the  Mississippi 
until  she  shall  join  the  Etna  & the  two  Gun  Boats,  and  that  the 
officer  Commanding  this  little  Fleet  be  ordered  to  oppose  by  all  the 
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means  in  his  power,  the  descent  of  Colo : Burr  & his  Associates, 
or  of  any  armed  & unauthorised  Body  of  Men. 

On  passing  the  Fort  of  Baton  Rouge,  it  will  be  proper  to  ex- 
tend to  the  Flag  of  Spain,  the  respect  due  to  a Nation  with 
whom  the  United  States  are  at  Peace. — 

The  trading  Boats  on  the  Mississippi  will  receive  no  interup- 
tion  from  the  Fleet,  and  if  recourse  be  had  to  force,  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  an  armed  & unauthorised  Body  of  Men,  even  in  this 
case  it  is  desirable  that  the  effusion  of  Blood  should  be  spared 
as  much  as  possible. — If  any  Prisoners  should  be  made,  they  will 
I am  sure,  receive  the  most  humane  treatment,  & I request  that 
their  names  and  the  particulars  attending  their  capture,  be  without 
delay  reported  to  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans. 

I take  this  occasion  to  suggest  the  expediency  of  keeping  me 
regularly  advised  (at  this  interesting  Crisis)  of  the  operations 
of  the  armed  Vessels  under  your  Command,  and  of  such  infor- 
mation as  you  may  ieceive  relative  to  the  movements  of  Colo: 
Burr  and  his  associates. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  January  2d  1807. 

Genl.  Wilkinson, 

The  Battalion  of  Orleans  Volunteers  & the  Orleans  Troops 
of  horse  being  so  situated,  as  to  be  in  readiness  to  take  the  Field 
at  a moments  warning,  and  as  there  seems  to  be  no  immediate  & 
necessary  employment  for  these  Corps,  I am  inclined  to  think  it 
expedient  to  rescind  the  orders  of  the — ultimo,  which  place  them 
under  your  Command. 

This  being  done,  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  this  Detachment 
will  cease ; but  they  will  nevertheless  be  mustered  frequently  for 
exercise,  and  shall  be  put  on  duty,  whenever  the  occasion  may 
demand. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  January  2d  1807. 
Cowles  Meade,  (Private  & Confidential) 

I have  only  time  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  by 
Mr.  Green ; — to  profess  my  gratitude  for  the  interest  you  take  in 
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my  favour,  and  to  express  my  approbation  of  your  patriotic  sen- 
timents. 

The  scenes  which  are  passing  here  are  indeed  novel  & im- 
portant— perhaps  I have  erred ; but  believe  me,  that  the  purest 
motive  of  honest  patriotism  have  influenced,  and  my  best  judgment 
directed  all  my  acts. 

I have  not  approved  all  the  proceedings  of  General  Wilkinson, 
?s  will  appear  by  the  inclosure  marked  (A). — The  arrest  of 
Bollman  and  others,  I considered  an  infraction  of  the  law ; but  the 
refusal  to  surrender  them  (when  claimed)  to  the  Civil  Authority, 
seemed  to  me  to  be  opposition  to  the  Government. — These  senti- 
ments were  made  known  to  the  General,  and  he  was  apprized 
of  my  intention  to  support  the  judiciary,  if  called  upon. — Some 
may  indeed  think,  that  it  was  my  duty,  unsolicited  by  the  judi- 
ciary, to  have  interposed  my  authority  in  their  support ; perhaps 
the  declining  to  do  so  was  improper — But  if  in  this,  I have  erred 
it  is  in  adherring  to  a principal  which  I have  long  practiced 
upon. — I have  deemed  it  my  imperious  duty  to  execute  the  Law ; — 
But  in  Judicial  enquiries,  I have  thought,  that  the  Tribunals  of 
Justice,  were  the  interpreters  of  the  Law,  and  that  before  the 
strong  arm  of  the  Executive  and  of  force  should  be  called  in  aid 
of  the  Civil  authority,  that  the  Court  or  some  Judge  thereof 
should  have  solicited  it. — Had  that  call  been  made,  it  would  have 
been  obeyed  with  promptitude. 

When  I was  Governor  General  of  Louisiana,  altho’  often 
solicited  by  subordinate  civil  officers,  to  interpose  my  authority, 
in  the  execution  of  some  process  issued  by  an  inferior  Court  or 
some  Justice  of  the  Peace,  my  aid  was  invariably  withholden,  until 
the  Court  or  Justice  notified  me,  that  their  authority  was  re- 
sisted.— 

Since  I have  been  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  I 
have  adhered  to  the  same  principle ; — The  Sheriff  once  informed 
me,  that  his  authority  was  contemned;  that  a Sugar  Planter,  sur- 
rounded by  his  negro’s  resisted  the  execution  of  a process  issuing 
from  a Superior  Court; — he  was  told,  that  on  the  requisition  of 
the  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  my  aid  would  promptly  be  af- 
forded ; the  requisition  was  made ; — an  armed  Detachment  of 
Men,  attended  the  Sheriff  and  the  Law  was  executed. — 
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Within  in  my  view;  not  20  yards  from  my  own  door,  some 
riotous  sailors  resisted  the  execution  of  a warrant  issued  by  a 
magistrate; — a non-commissioned  officer  and  6 men  (I  believe) 
were  in  duty  at  the  Government  House.  I was  applied  to  by  the 
Constable  for  this  guard  & for  support,  but  it  was  refused  until 
solicited  by  the  Magistrate  who  had  issued  the  warrant  — 

You  will  consider  this  letter  as  private,  and  I request  that  it 
may  not  be  shown,  to  any  but  my  very  particular  friends. 

I will  write  you  more  particularly  in  a few  Days. — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  January  2d  1807. 

Genl.  Wilkinson, 

I am  informed  from  you  by  Major  Claiborne  that  you  have 
knowledge  of  a foreigner  in  this  City  from  Jamaica  whose  lan- 
guage and  movements  afford  you  just  grounds  to  suspect  his 
Agency  in  Colo:  Burr’s  conspiracy,  and  that  you  suppose  if  his 
papers  were  examined,  some  useful  discoveries  might  be  made ; — 
If  you  deem  the  subject  of  sufficient  importance,  to  represent  it  in 
writing,  & will  do  so,  I will  pay  attention  to  it  as  far  as  the  law 
enables  me  to  do. — 

Your  letter  of  this  morning  shall  be  answered  on  tomorrow. — 
In  the  mean  time  I have  to  inform  you  that  I have  made  appli- 
cation to  judge  Hall  (upon  such  testimony  as  was  in  my  power  to 
adduce)  to  forward  process  for  the  seisure  of  Rd.  R.  Keene  and 
his  paper — and  the  answer  of  the  judge  is,  that  proper  measures 
will  be  taken  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  my  communication. 

The  result  of  my  application  to  the  Judiciary  in  Keene's  case 
authorizes  me  to  expect  that  the  civil  authority  will  be  competent 
to  give  you  as  well  as  myself  the  necessary  support  in  the  devel- 
oping of  the  Conspiracy,  and  bringing  to  punishment  such  as  may 
be  concerned. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 
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N.  O.  January  2d  1807. 

Govr.  Claiborne, 

I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
today.  You  may  rest  assured  that  proper  measures  will  be  taken 
for  the  purpose  expressed  in  your  communication. 

I am  with  great  respect  & regard 

Your  Excellency’s  most  obedient  servant, 

Signed  Dom  : A.  Hall. 

N.  O.  January  2d  1807. 

Dom.  A Hall, 

From  the  dispositions  which  have  this  day  been  sworn  and 
subscribed  to  in  your  presence  touching  the  agency  of  Richard 
R.  Keene  in  an  expedition  proposed  to  be  carried  on  from  the  U. 
States  by  Colo:  A.  Burr  and  his  associates  against  the  Dominions 
of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  a Prince  in  amity  with  the  U.  States, 
I trust  you  will  not  esteem  it  improper  in  me,  to  solicit  that  you 
take  such  legal  steps,  as  to  you  shall  seem  just,  to  cause  the  said 
Keene  to  be  arrested ; — and  as  Mr.  Keene  is  now  supposed  to  be 
on  his  passage  from  Jamaica  to  N.  Orleans  from  which  former 
place  Mr.  Burr  expects  (as  is  said)  to  receive  the  assistance  of  a 
British  Fleet,  I have  further  to  request,  if  the  testimony  and  law 
warrant  the  same,  that  the  proper  officer  be  authorised  to  seize 
on  the  papers  of  Mr.  Keene,  and  that  the  process  may  issue,  as 
early  as  you  in  your  wisdom  shall  prescribe. 

Signed  Wm.  ,C.  C.  Claiborne. 


N.  O.  January  4th  1807. 

Captain  Shaw, 

I am  happy  to  learn  by  your  letter  of  this  morning  that  the 
U.  States  schooner  Revenge,  and  the  Gun  Barge  No.  2 are  in 
readiness  for  service,  and  I request  that  they  may  be  immediately 
ordered  to  ascend  the  River,  and  to  co-operate  with  the  Ketches 
& Gun  Boats  already  in  advance  in  accomplishing  the  objects  men- 
tioned in  my  letter  of  the  1st  Instant. 

It  is  advisable,  that  the  Fleet  should  meet  the  Insurgents  a 
considerable  distance  up  the  Mississippi ; — If  you  could  take  a 
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position  somewhere  near  the  mouth  of  Yasous,  you  would  give 
protection  to  the  Settlements  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  & more 
effectually  defeat  the  designs  of  the  Enemy. — But  much  must 
necessarily  be  left  to  your  discretion ; — & I doubt  not  that  your 
judgment  will  properly  guide  you. — The  great  object  is,  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  Burr  and  his  associates ; the  further  you  can  en- 
counter them  up  the  River,  the  better  and  the  entire  destruction, 
or  capture  of  their  Flotilla,  will  entitle  you  to  the  thanks  of  your 
Country. — 

I pray  you  to  keep  me  regularly  advised  of  the  operations  of 
the  armed  Vessels  under  your  Command. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  January  4th  1807. 

Genl.  Wilkinson, 

I was  prevented  on  last  evening  from  waiting  on  you  by  an 
unusual  press  of  business,  & on  this  morning  a slight  indisposition 
and  the  heavy  Rain,  confined  me  to  my  house; — I however  will 
endeavor  to  call  upon  you,  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon. 

Captain  Shaw  writes  me  that  the  armed  Schooner  Revenge  is 
ready  to  ascend  the  River,  and  will  depart  on  tomorrow.  The 
Millitia  above  New  Orleans  are  unarmed,  & in  the  present  event- 
ful Crisis,  I think,  that  the  Militia  on  the  Mississippi  should  (if 
our  supplies  permit)  be  all  armed  from  the  public  Stores. — 

In  the  County  of  German  Coast  the  first  County  above  Orleans, 
there  are  free  men, — & 3285  slaves ; — & in  the  settlement  of 
Point  Coupee,  there  are  not  more  than  300  Free  men,  & the 
amount  of  slaves  is  2251  ; in  the  other  Counties,  the  Negro’s  are 
also  numerous. — I therefore  advise  General,  that  one  thousand 
Stand  of  Muskets,  & a suitable  quantity  of  Ball  Cartridges  be  put 
on  board  the  Schooner  Revenge,  for  the  purpose  of  being  de- 
livered to  the  several  Colonels  of  Militia  and  by  them  distributed 
among  the  privates,  in  such  manner  as  l shall  direct. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 
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N.  O.  January  4th  1807. 

Genl.  Wilkinson, 

It  was  not  until  4 O’clock  on  this  day,  that  I had  the  honor 
to  receive  vour  letter  of  yesterday,  and  I pray  you  to  be  assured 
that  its  contents  shall  be  maturely  considered,  & my  decision 
thereon  made  with  all  the  promptitude,  which  the  General  interests 
require. — The  Militia  of  the  whole  Territory  are  now  organized; 
that  is  to  say  they  are  divided  into  Regiments,  Battalions  & Com- 
panies ; all  are  enrolled,  and  regularly  officered. — Those  without 
the  City  of  New  Orleans,  have  long  been  in  this  situation ; but 
unfortunately  the  yeomanry  of  the  Country  have  hitherto  been 
unarmed,  & and  hence  it  has  happened,  that  no  progress  has  been 
made  in  introducing  discipline. — I however  entertain  a strong 
hope,  that  the  force  of  the  district  will  soon  be  respectable,  and 
that  in  a few  days  I shall  be  enabled  to  have  a considerable  de- 
tachment  of  Militia  equiped  and  ready  for  actual  service. 

I consider  the  speedy  ascent  of  the  Mississippi  by  our  armed 
Vessels  as  essential  to  the  safety  of  the  Territory,  and  I think  it 
highly  important,  that  they  should  meet  the  insurgents  a con- 
siderable distance  above  New  Orleans ; — I regret,  that  the  neces- 
sary number  of  seamen  have  not  yet  been  obtained; — but  I hope 
you  may  in  a measure  supply  the  deficiency  by  a small  detach- 
ment from  the  regular  troops  (for  soldiers  will  certainly  answer 
for  the  light  Barges) 

I will  endeavor  to  reply  particularly  to  your  letter  on  tomor- 
row ; in  the  mean  time  you  may  be  convinced,  that  its  contents 
shall  be  communicated  to  no  one ; — I however  cannot  believe  that 
the  disclosure  on  a former  occasion  and  to  which  you  now  allude 
came  thro’  any  confident  of  mine,  and  this  is  the  cause  of  my 
disbelief,  that  by  that  disclosure  a fact  zvas  communicated which 
was  previously  unknown  to  me;  you  will  recollect  the  fact  to 
which  I have  reference ; L mean  the  interview  at  St.  Louis. 

I do  not  think  that  our  affairs  are  yet  so  desperate — The 
Country  can  & I trust  will  be  saved — No  man  is  more  interested 
in  the  safety  of  this  Territory  than  I am,  be  assured  therefore  of 
my  cordial  co-operation  as  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  my 
power  and  my  duty. — 

if  the  Country  is  indeed  destined  to  fall,  I shall  not  be  an- 
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swerable,  for  to  the  best  of  my  Judgment  my  duty  shall  be  faith- 
fully discharged.  Conscious  Rectitude  deprives  even  misfortune 
of  his  victory,  and  with  that  to  comfort  me  the  Clamours  and 
unjust  censures  of  the  whole  world  will  give  me  but  little  con- 
cern. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

Washington  Novr.  23d  1806. 
From  Cowles  Mead  to  Governor  Claiborne, 

I wrote  you  at  the  date  of  the  3d  of  October  on  subject  of  a 
certain  secret  plot  existing  in  our  Territories,  to  that  letter  I have 
received  no  reply — aware  of  your  previous  punctuality  I can  but 
conclude  that  that  letter  did  not  reach  you — my  letters  to  the 
General  Government  on  that  and  other  important  subjects  I am 
induced  to  believe  suffered  the  same  fate. 

Since  my  last  communication  to  you  I have  obtained  full  and 
decisive  information  on  the  subject  of  the  said  association  and 
have  collected  testimony  which  prooves  the  thing  beyond  a 
doubt — The  original  plan  makes  your  City  the  first  place  of  at- 
tack— this  is  given  me  by  a Gentleman  of  respectability  and  char- 
acter, who  has  hitherto  been  thought  by  the  conspirators  to  -be 
friendly  to  their  views — his  love  of  Country  has  prevailed  over 
his  private  obligations,  and  he  has  thrown  himself  on  his  Country 
for  pardon,  by  an  early  atonement  and  disclosure  of  the  scheme — 
this  testomony  I shall  send  in  a day  or  two  to  the  Genl.  Govern- 
ment, but  am  prevented  by  a private  promise  not  to  give  his  name 
in  this  Country  yet — in  addition  to  this,  I send  you  a copy  of 
Captain  Abrams  testimony — for  the  purpose  of  showing  you  the 
merits  of  some  of  our  nearest  neighbors. — 

It  is  believed  here  that  General  Wilkinson  is  the  soul  of  the 
conspiracy,  and  a requisition  late  made  of  me,  for  five  hundred 
militia  has  confirmed  the  suspicion  in  the  minds  of  many — this 
militia  was  required  to  defend,  or  protect  New  Orleans  and  sup- 
port the  Laws  & Government  of  the  United  States — Is  New 
Orleans  invaded?  is  it  threatened? — or  is  it  believed  that  any 
enemy  is  nearer  than  the  General  Himself  ? — 

General  Wilkinson  is  concentrating  the  whole  military  force  of 
the  United  States  at  New  Orleans — He  has  ordered  down  the 
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troops  from  Nachitoches,  from  Fort  St.  Stephens  and  Fort 
Adams — this  last  fort  is  entirely  dismantled — all  the  ordnance 
taken  away  for  Orleans  or  elsewhere — What  is  all  this  for  ? — is  it 
to  act  for  you  or  against  you?  Sir,  you  cannot  be  too  much  on 
your  guard  your  City  is  alive  with  those  mischievous  spirits  & 
they  are  trained  by  the  active  and  restless  Daniel  Clark — He  is 
their  head  father  and  promoter — Energy  Govr.  may  sustain  you — 
the  longer  you  sleep  the  more  you  are  enfeebled — death  is  in 
delay — I wish  not  to  alarm  you  unnecessarily,  I wish  not  to  in- 
culpate a single  innocent  character — my  object  is  to  serve  my 
Country  and  expose  the  traitor. — 

We  are  here  in  constant  watch  and  ready  to  march  at  the  first 
call  of  our  Country — altho’  a large  portion  of  the  Dons  of  this 
Territory  are  suspected  of  being  engaged  in  this  treason — the 
body  of  the  Territory  is  honest,  is  brave,  and  ready  to  hazard  their 
lives  and  fortunes  in  their  Country’s  cause — 

Your  Brother  has  promised  to  take  charge  of  this  communi- 
cation— 

(The  last  five  lines  of  this  letter  are  mutilated) 

N.  O.  January  5th  1807. 
Captains  Johnson  & Braddish  at  the  Balize, 

It  being  deemed  advisable  that  early  information  should  be 
received  of  the  arrival  of  Vessels  in  the  Mississippi,  and  of  the 
names  of  every  Passengers  &c,  Lieutenant  Carson  has  been  dis- 
patched to  the  Balize,  and  you  are  requested  to  convey  him  on 
board  of  all  inward  bound  Vessels  previous  to  their  passing  the 
Bar  or  entering  into  the  River. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  January  6th  1806. 

Circular  to  the  Inhabitants, 

Farmers, 

The  Governor  of  the  Territory,  compelled  by  existing  cir- 
cumstances, earnestly  invites  the  good  Inhabitants  residing  on 
both  sides  of  the  River,  between  Terre  aitx  Boeufs,  & the  first 
Church  above  the  City,  to  furnish  him  for  a few  days,  with  one- 
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tenth  of  the  number  of  their  labouring  negro’s,  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting  in  Completing  the  fortifications  of  New  Orleans. — 
in  making  this  request  to  his  fellow  Citizens,  the  Governor  gives 
a high  proof  of  his  confidence  in  their  patriotism,  and  begs  leave 
to  assure  them  that  their  safety  and  happiness  are  objects  very 
dear  to  his  heart. — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  B. 

The  Inhabitants  will  be  pleased  to  send  males  negro’s  only, 
together  with  a list  of  how  many  and  to  furnish  each  if  conve- 
nient with  a Spade.  The  Negro’s  will  be  delivered  to — at  the 
upper  Gate,  & will  be  provisioned  by  the  U.  S.  while  imployed  in 
their  service. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  C. 

N.  O.  Jany.  7th  1807. 

Colo:  Bellechasse, 

I have  received  information  that,  some  months  ago  certain 
propositions  highly  injurious  to  your  Country  were  made  you. 

I am  told,  sir,  that  you  were  invited  to  take  part  in  an  un- 
authorized expedition  to  Mexico,  and  that,  as  preliminary  measures 
it  was  proposed  to  seize  upon  the  person  of  the  present  Governor 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  and  to  send  him  away  by  force — 
That  another  Governor  should  be  immediately  elected  by  the 
people — and  that  you  should  be  made  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Militia. 

You  are  a Member  sir,  of  the  Council  of  the  Territory,  and 
Commandant  of  the  first  Brigade  of  Militia ; — I call  upon  you 
therefore  by  all  the  ties  which  bind  you  to  this  Society — and  upon 
your  honor  as  a soldier  to  inform  me  whether  these  reports  be 
true — & to  expose  to  me  without  reserve  the  particulars  of  those 
propositions,  and  the  name  or  names  of  the  persons  making 
them. — 

I have  heard,  what  no  one  who  knows  you  could  doubt,  that 
you  rejected  with  disdain  those  wicked  propositions — but  believe 
me  my  dear  sir,  you  have  not  yet  fulfilled  your  duty  until  you 
shall  have  given  me  the  names  of  the  Conspirators  and  the  par- 
ticulars of  their  plan. 
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The  submitting  the  proposition  to  you  was  as  insulting  to  your 
private  honor  as  the  execution  of  them  would  have  been  to  your 
Country’s  interest.  No  private  consideration  therefore  ought  to 
induce  you  to  decline  a full  dosclosure. 

Receive  I pray  you  the  assurances  of  my  confidence  and  es- 
teem.— 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  Jany  7th  1807. 

The  Officer  Commg. 

Fort  St.  John.  Private. 

Fort  St.  John  being  a place  of  considerable  intercourse  be- 
tween the  lakes  and  N.  O.,  and  many  impediments  happening 
thereat  for  want  of  a proper  regulation — to  obviate  as  much  as 
possible  the  trouble  occasioned  to  the  Executive  Office  of  the 
Territory,  to  the  officer  commanding  at  the  Fort,  and  to  indi- 
viduals— the  Governor  has  thought  proper  to  institute  the  follow- 
ing regulation,  which  he  requests  you  to  assist  in  carrrying  into 
execution  as  far  as  it  may  come  under  your  cognizance. 

For  all  vessels  and  Craft  of  every  denomination,  whether  of 
this  Territory  or  of  the  Floridas,  trading  from  or  to  N.  O.  by  the 
Bayou  St.  John,  standing  Passports  may  be  obtained  for  said 
Vessel  or  Craft  and  their  Commanders  and  crews — provided  that 
such  Commanders  as  reside  under  the  Government  of  the  Floridas 
shall  produce  at  this  office  a certificate  from  one  of  their  Syndics, 
giving  the  names  of  said  Vessels,  Commanders  and  sailors,  & 
saying  that  they  are  of  right  free  to  trade  with  the  City  of  N.  O. 

No  cognizance  in  this  regulation  is  taken  of  passengers,  either 
White  or  of  Colour,  because  their  Passports,  must  be  special,  and 
it  must  rest  on  your  judgment,  if  they  attempt  to  pass  without 
them,  whether  they  be  entitled  to  pass  or  not?  Nevertheless, 
free  persons,  who  have  no  appearance  of  suspicion  about  them, 
have  the  right  to  pass  and  repass,  at  their  own  risque,  if  they  think 
proper  to  do  so. — 

I am  sir,  very  respectfully  yr.  obt.  Servt. 

Signed  R.  Claiborne. 

Secy,  to  the  Govr. 
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N.  O.  Jany.  8th  1807. 

Genl.  Wilkinson, 

Permit  me  to  suggest  the  expediency  of  furnishing  the  officer 
commanding  at  the  willow  Point,  with  a small  Boat,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  visiting  some  little  distance  above  the  descending  Boats, 
and  ordering  them  to  come  to,  at  the  point ; — this  regulation  will 
accommodate  the  Boats  descending,  and  may  prevent  some  ac- 
cidents. At  the  present  the  Centinel  I am  told,  announces  the 
order  to  come  to,  by  the  filing  of  a musket ; — this  gives  some  alarm 
to  the  Inhabitants,  and  possibly  some  chance  Ball  might  take  the 
life  of  an  unoffending  Citizen. — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

The  following  extract  is  taken  from  Governor  Claiborne’s 
speech  to  the  two  Houses  of  the  Assembly  delivered  January  13th 
1807. 

“In  the  United  States  therefore,  whose  Inhabitants  have  so 
much  cause  to  be  tranquil  and  happy,  it  was  not  to  have  been  ex- 
pected, that  unauthorised  expeditions  of  conquest  would  have  been 
set  on  foot  and  the  revolutionizing  of  a distant  Counrty  seriously 
meditated ; much  less  could  it  have  been  supposed,  that  an  attack 
was  contemplated  against  the  “Unity  of  Government,”  which 
makes  us  one  People. — 

That  many  well  meaning  and  honest  Citizens  may  have  been 
seduced  (thro’  various  means  and  artifices)  into  a promise  to 
participate  in  an  unauthorised  expedition  to  Mexico,  I can  readily 
believe;  these  however  will  yield  from  obediance  to  the  call  of 
their  Country',  and  leave  their  unprincipled  Leaders  to  the  disgrace 
which  awaits  them ; — But  it  was  really  with  difficulty  I could  bring 
myself  to  think  that  an  association  hostile  to  the  Government  of 
the  U.  States  could  have  been  entered  into  by  our  Citizens. — 

The  proofs  however  are  too  strong  to  be  rejected,  and  the  only 
consolation  left  to  the  Patriot  is,  the  well  founded  hope,  that  few 
had  approved  the  traitorous  design,  and  that  their  wicked  machina- 
tions, will  be  speedily  and  effectually  defeated. — The  occasion 
however  should  serve  to  present  forcibly,  to  our  Reflections,  the 
importance  of  the  Union  to  our  national  prosperity.” 


151 


Head  Quarters  N.  O.  Jany.  14th  1807. 

Govr.  Claiborne, 

It  is  my  desire  to  ascend  the  River,  in  order  to  co-operate  with 
our  flotilla  under  the  Command  of  Captain  Shaw,  to  resist  and  if 
possible  to  defeat  the  lawless  armament,  daily  expected  at  Natchez 
under  the  conduct  of  Aaron  Burr ; to  carry  this  plan  into  effect,  I 
find  the  co-operation  of  a portion  of  the  Militia  of  the  Territory, 
absolutely  indespensable,  & therefore  I think  proper  to  require 
from  you  agreeably  to  the  orders  & instructions  I have  received, 
from  the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  your  own  judgment  con- 
curing  herein,  the  aid  of  one  thousand  men  properly  officered, 
armed  & equip’t,  to  be  ready  to  embark  on  the  23d  Inst:  on 
Barges  provided  for  the  movements. — 

To  this  force  I propose  to  add  every  man  of  the  Line,  who  can 
with  safety  be  escaped  from  the  Garrison  of  this  City,  and  it  is 
my  duty  to  press  on  you,  the  utmost  promptitude  in  the  array  of 
the  Corps  I have  herein  required;  because  I have  indubitable  in- 
formation of  the  arrival  of  a person  of  respectability  at  Natchez 
on  the  6th  Inst : who  is  connected  with  Mr.  Burr  in  his  lawless 
enterprize,  & may  be  considered  his  precursor. 

Mr.  Burr‘s  approach  to  us  will  depend  upon  the  extent  of  his 
numbers ; if  he  moves  in  great  force  his  progress  will  be  dilatory, 
and  I trust  wre  shall  be  able  to  anticipate  him  above  Natchez, 
drive  him  on  Shore,  destroy  his  Boats  and  provisions,  and  disperse 
his  adherents — If  he  advances  with  two  thousand  men,  agreeably 
to  his  proposition  to  Doctor  Bollman  of  the  30th  Oct.,  I will  seek 
him  wherever  he  may  be  found,  & will  arrest  his  course  and  protect 
the  Country. 

I am  aware  sir,  that  this  Territory  & the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  have  many  very  many  Enemies  in  this  City,  who  in 
concert  with  Mr.  Burr,  aim  to  subvert  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws  under  which  we  Live,  to  pillage  this  City  to  seize  your  Ship- 
ping, and  to  carry  an  expedition  against  a Country  in  peace  with 
the  United  States — It  pains  me  to  add  but  it  is  my  duty  to  declare, 
that  I have  the  strongest  grounds  for  believing  that  Judge  Work- 
man, has  been  deeply  and  actively  engaged  in  these  nefarious 
projects. 


Signed  Ja:  Wilkinson. 
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N.  O.  Jany.  15th  1807. 

Genl.  Wilkinson, 

Will  you  be  good  enough  to  direct  the  proper  officer  to  deliver 
to  Colo : Villere  of  the  third  Militia  Regiment,  or  to  his  order,  two 
hundred  Stand  of  Public  muskets  for  the  use  of  said  Militia. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  Jany.  15th  1807. 

Secretary  of  State, 

The  inclosed  is  a Copy  of  my  address  to  the  two  houses  of 
Assembly. 

On  yesterday  Genl.  Adair,  attended  by  only  a servant  arrived 
in  this  City,  after  a rapid  Journey  from  Nashville  in  Tennessee, 
and  was  immediately  arrested  by  orders  of  Genl.  Wilkinson,  and 
is  now  (I  learn)  on  his  passage  to  the  City  of  Washington; 
several  other  individuals  were  also  arrested  by  the  Military  on 
yesterday,  but  have  on  this  morning  been  delivered  to  the  civil 
authority.  The  state  of  things  here  have  for  some  time  past  has 
been  most  unpleasant;  the  Judges  are  greatly  dissatisfied  & there 
are  many  persons  who  much  censure  the  General,  for  his  strong 
acts,  and  also  myself,  for  not  opposing  them  with  force ; there 
are  others  again,  (perhaps  a majority  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
City)  who  applaud  the  measures  pursued,  and  think  them  such,  as 
could  alone  insure  the  General  safety. 

For  myself  I believe  the  General  is  actuated  by  a sincere  dis- 
position to  serve  the  best  Interest  of  his  Country ; but  his  zeal  I 
fear,  has  carried  him  too  far : — his  responsibility  however  is 
great,  and  I hope  he  may  be  enabled  to  justify  himself. — On  my 
own  account,  I feel  no  apprehension  as  to  the  part  I have  acted ; 
my  whole  conduct  has  been  guided  by  my  best  judgment,  and 
when  fully  and  impartially  investigated  will  be  approved. — The 
uncertainty  (at  this  period)  as  to  the  safe  conveyance  of  letters 
from  this  to  the  Atlantic  States,  induces  me  for  the  present  to 
decline  entering  into  a full  explanation  of  my  conduct,  and  stating 
the  various  considerations  which  have  influenced  it ; but  I pray 
you  to  receive  no  unfavorable  impressions; — L pledge  myself  to 
you,  that  in  due  time,  I will  satisfy  the  administration,  that  under 
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all  circumstances,  and  in  a situation  so  singular  and  embarrassing, 
I have  done  that  which  was  best. — I suspect  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  this  territory  will  pass  some  resolutions,  expressive 
of  their  disapprobation  of  General  Wilkinson’s  conduct,  and  of  a 
forbearance  on  my  part,  which  they  may  suppose  censurable.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  I shall  nevertheless  be  convinced,  that  in  my  sin- 
gular and  embarrassing  situation,  I have  done  that  which  was 
best,  & I have  no  doubt,  but  that  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  con- 
vince you  of  the  fact. — 

My  apprehensions  of  Mr.  Burr  & his  associates  have  in  a great 
measure  subsided;  but  the  security  I now  feel,  may  be  attributed 
to  the  preparations  which  have  been  made  here  to  meet  danger. — 
My  impressions  are  strong,  that  there  are  many  disaffected  per- 
sons in  this  City : — there  are  a few  Citizens  whom  I believe  to  be 
unjustly  implicated; — others  to  whom  a charge  of  Imprudence 
ought  (probably)  in  truth  alone  to  attach;  but  there  is  good 
reason  to  suppose,  that  some  persons  here  (from  whose  standing 
in  society  a contrary  course  was  expected)  meditated  much  mis- 
chief : — They  however  are  now  unable  to  produce  evil ; a pro- 
fusion of  abuse  on  their  part,  will  certainly  be  bestowed  on  the 
officers  who  have  exposed  their  wicked  views ; but  in  this  quarter, 
it  will  do  no  harm. — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

P.  S.  I inclose  you  copies  of  letters  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Meade  and  Genl.  Wilkinson ; — they  will  acquaint  you  in  part  of 
the  names  of  the  dangerous  members  of  this  Society,  & will  induce 
you  I am  sure,  to  appreciate  fully  the  very  delicate  situation  in 
which  I am  placed. — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  C. 


N.  O.  Jany.  15th  1807. 

Several  Members  of  Congress, 

You  will  have  been  apprized  of  the  alarm,  which  the  move- 
ments and  designs  of  Colo:  Burr  in  the  Western  States  has  ex- 
cited in  this  Territory,  and  the  preparations  which  have  been 
making  here  to  defeat  his  object. — I trust  however,  that  the 
danger  has  passed;  but  if  that  security,  which  I now  feel,  should 
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continue,  I am  persuaded  it  may  be  attributable  to  the  exertions 
which  have  been  made  in  this  quarter  to  meet  and  to  repel  any 
attack  from  within. — 

General  Adair  arrived  in  this  City  on  yesterday,  & was  imme- 
diately arrested  by  orders  from  General  Wilkinson,  & is  now  (I 
learn)  on  his  passage  to  Washington. — These  military  arrests 
have  greatly  agitated  the  public  mind,  and  rendeied  the  Judiciary 
of  the  Territory  much  dissatisfied: — I am  censured  by  a portion 
of  this  society,  for  not  opposing  (with  force)  some  of  the  Gen- 
eral’s measures  particularly  his  arrests : — but  I have  no  appre- 
hension as  to  the  part  I have  acted ; — in  my  very  singular  and 
embarrassing  situation,  my  best  judgment  has  directed  my  con- 
duct:— I have  not  time  by  this  opportunity  to  state  the  various 
considerations  which  have  influenced  my  actions ; but  I am  greatly 
deceived,  if  when  these  shall  be  explained,  I shall  not  stand  com- 
pletely Justified. — 

General  Adair  was  from  Nashville,  he  passed  thro’  the  Choctaw 
Nation,  and  was  the  first  to  announce  his  arrival  here ; — he  re- 
ported that  Colo:  Burr  attended  by  a servant  only,  would  be  in 
this  City  in  three  days. — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 


N.  O.  Jany.  17th  1807. 

James  Brown  Esqr. 

I have  not  myself  taken  any  Depositions  relative  to  the  con- 
spiracy which  at  this  time  agitates  the  public  mind,  nor  have  I at 
present  in  my  possession ; testimony  against  any  Individual ; but 
under  an  impression,  that  the  enclosed  Deposition  of  a Mr.  Abrams 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  may  assist  you,  in  the  inquiry  about 
to  commence,  I now  enclose  it. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

P.  S.  A letter  from  Colo : Bellechasse  to  me,  which  might 
also  assist  in  the  inquiry,  I lately  handed  to  Mr.  Gurley,  the  Atty 
General  of  the  Territory,  & to  whom  you  have  my  permission  to 
apply  for  the  same. — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  C. 
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N.  O.  Jany.  17th  1807. 

Genl.  Wilkinson, 

The  Guard  at  the  Willow  Grove,  is  a subject  of  great  and 
continued  complaints ; Citizens  of  the  Territory  coming  by  water 
to  the  City  complain  of  unnecessary  interuption,  and  those  de- 
scending the  River  from  above  of  much  inconvenient  and  injurious 
detention. 

It  is  far  from  my  wish  to  object  to  any  necessary  precautions ; 
I do  not  consider  the  danger  as  passed,  & therefore  am  still  in- 
clined to  observe  much  vigilance ; but  my  impression  is,  that  all 
boats  descending  the  Ohio,  or  from  the  Mississippi  after  being 
brought  to  at  the  Point,  and  examined  by  the  Justice  of  the 
Peace  Mr.  Hames  should  if  no  suspicion  attaches  to  them  be 
permitted  to  pass ; and  with  respect  to  the  trading  Barges  between 
the  City  and  the  settlements  in  this  Territory,  on  the  River,  I 
should  think  that  no  other  detention  would  be  necessary  than  to 
ascertain  from  whence  they  came,  and  whether  the  Crew  is  com- 
posed of  Inhabitants  of  the  Territory.  As  relates  to  the  suspi- 
cious persons,  who  may  be  arrested,  at  the  Willow  Point,  “I  advise 
that  they  be  immediately  sent  to  me,  and  I will  loose  no  time  in 
having  them  bound  over  to  keep  the  Peace  and  be  of  good  be- 
havior, or  prosecuted  according  to  the  evidence  against  them  re- 
spectively,” as  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  his  letter  of 
December  last. 

I have  intended  to  have  called  at  your  Quarters  on  this  even- 
ing, but  am  prevented  by  the  weather ; — A report  has  just  reached 
me,  that  Colo:  Burr  has  committed  an  act  of  suicide;  but  I attach 
little  credit  to  it; — perhaps  it  is  one  of  those  Story’s,  which  the 
foolish  wits  of  this  City,  call  “a  Bore”  ; but  I should  call  a lie, 
and  for  which,  I wish  the  law  had  prescribed  a punishment  39 
Lashes. — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  Jany.  19th  1807. 

James  Brown  Esqr., 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  and  in  conformity  to 
your  desire,  I hasten  to  inform  you,  that  I have  employed  Council 
to  aid  you  in  the  important  prosecutions  about  to  be  commenced, 
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and  that  Messrs.  Gurley  & Douncan  are  the  Gentlemen  whom  I 
have  engaged. — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  Jany.  19th  1807. 

Genl.  Wilkinson, 

I take  this  occasion  to  submit  to  you,  my  present  impressions, 
as  to  the  means  proper  to  be  pursued  for  the  security  of  this 
Territory  and  the  defeat  of  Burr  and  his  associates. — 1st — The 
Squadron  under  Commodore  Shaw,  should  form  a junction  with 
all  possible  dispatch — that  with  this  view  the  armed  Vessels  in 
advance  should  halt,  until  those  in  the  rear,  should  unite,  & then 
proceed,  (if  time  will  permit)  to  Natchez,  Walnut  Hills,  or  the 
mouth  of  the  Yasous,  & there  await  the  arrival  of  the  Insurgents, 

The  force  under  Commodore  Shaw  is  respectable;  the  Vessels 
are  well  officered  & sufficiently  manned  for  service ; my  impres- 
sion is,  that  the  Naval  force  could  discomfit,  any  descending 
Enemy  however  numerous,  who  should  be  unprotected  by  Vessels 
of  War; — & that  the  driving  on  shore,  sinking  and  capturing  of 
the  greater  part  of  the  Flotilla  of  the  Insurgents  must  be  the 
inevitable  consequence  of  the  meeting. 

2d — Every  Boat  descending  or  ascending  the  River  should  be 
brought  to  by  our  Squadron,  and  such  as  should  be  loaded  with 
naval  or  Military  Stores,  or  should  appear  under  suspicious  cir- 
cumstances, of  which  the  officer  commanding  must  be  the  Judge, 
should  be  detained  and  sent  to  New  Orleans  for  further  en- 
quiry.— 

3d  That  the  precautions  at  the  Balize,  to-wit,  the  visiting  of 
every  Vessel  by  an  officer,  previous  to  her  entering  the  River  be 
continued,  and  that  a line  of  expresses  for  the  conveyance  of  in- 
formation from  the  Balize  to  the  City  be  immediately  estab- 
lished ; — & that  the  fort  of  Plaquemine  be  put  in  the  best  posture  of 
defence  which  time  & circumstances  may  permit. — ■ 

4th — That  neither  vessels  nor  persons  outward  bound  should 
pass  the  Fort  of  St.  John  without  passports;  that  coming  to  New 
Orleans  should  be  questioned  by  the  officer,  & if  suspicions  as  to 
their  views  should  arise,  that  they  be  arrested  & immediately  for- 
warded to  the  Governor  for  further  examination  ; — those  to  whom 
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no  suspicions  should  attach  to  be  permitted  to  pass,  but  their 
manner,  & from  whence  they  came  to  be  immediately  reported  to 
the  General,  for  his  information,  and  by  him  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  Governor  of  the  Territory. — 

5th — That  if  means  are  not  already  taken  they  be  immediately 
resorted  to,  for  establishing  a chain  of  early  communication  be- 
tween this  City  & Natchez. — 

6th — That  a letter  be  addressed  to  the  Executive  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territorv,  advising  him  of  the  measures  of  precaution  & 
defence,  which  we  propose  resorting  to  on  our  part,  & soliciting 
information  as  to  the  regulations  which  under  existing  circum- 
stances have  been  prescribed  in  his  Territory. 

7th — That  the  Guard  at  the  Willow  Point  be  maintained  that 
the  officer  be  furnished  with  a Barge,  for  the  purpose  of  boarding 
all  descending  boats ; that  those  from  the  settlements  of  this 
Territory  be  permitted  forthwith  to  pass,  and  tnat  all  others  be 
brought  to  at  the  Point,  and  after  taking  an  account  of  the 
cargo  & names  of  the  Crew,  they  likewise  permitted  to  pass, — 
unless  some  strong  suspicion  should  attach,  in  which  case,  they 
shall  be  detained  and  reported  without  delay  to  the  Governor. — 
8th  That  the  patroles  of  Cavalry  near  Manschac  be  continued, 
with  a view  of  obtaining  and  forwarding  any  interesting  informa- 
tion. 

9th  That  the  Militia  patroles  by  night  thro’out  the  several 
districts  on  the  Coast,  should  be  maintained  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  a strict  police  among  the  Slaves. — 

10th  That  the  Mayor  of  the  City,  should  by  letter,  be  invited 
to  cause  to  be  strictly  executed,  the  regulations  of  the  Police,  con- 
cerning strangers. 

nth — That  the  repairs  of  the  Forts  St.  Lewis  & St.  Charles 
be  completed  with  all  possible  expedition ; and  that  strong  guards 
be  continued  at  the  Magazines  & Arsenals. — 

1 2th  That  one  half  of  the  Regular  Troops  at  least  be  held  in 
readiness  to  move  up  the  River : — the  time  of  their  departure,  to 
be  regulated  by  events ; — & that  Draft  Horses,  and  all  other  neces- 
sary equipments  be  purchased  for  the  use  & transportation  of  such 
number  of  Field  Pieces,  as  you  may  suppose  may  be  usefully  em- 
ployed.— 


158 


In  the  various  propositions,  I believe  there  is  not  one  which  you 
have  not  either  already  acted  upon  or  anticipated,  but  by  stating 
them  in  writing,  it  would  be  hereafter  seen,  that  we  act  in  con- 
cert. 

From  the  influence  of  the  President’s  Proclamation,  & the 
present  friendly  disposition  towards  the  General  Government,  of 
the  people  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  as  manifested  by  some  late 
proceedings  of  their  Legislatures  united  to  the  preparations  of 
offence  & defence  in  this  City,  my  impressions  are,  that  Colo : 
Burr  will  not  descend  the  Mississippi  in  considerable  force ; — If 
however  this  should  be  still  in  his  power,  his  progress  must  neces- 
sarily be  slow,  and  we  shall  have  information  of  his  movements  in 
time  to  co-operate  by  land  (if  the  occasion  requires)  with  Com- 
modore Shaw  in  repelling  him. 

It  seems  to  me  probable  that  Col.  Burr  abandoning  (from 
necessity)  the  idea  of  moving  in  force,  may  endeavour  to  intro- 
duce in  this  City  & its  vicinity  (unobserved  & as  private  adven- 
turers) a number  of  his  Partisans,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the 
plan  by  surprize — In  this  event,  the  regulations  herein  proposed 
must  prove  salutary  measures,  and  to  put  down,  (as  well  as  to 
defeat)  any  attempt  of  the  kind,  I consider  the  presence  of  a 
respectable  regular  force  here  essentially  requisite,  and  that  their 
vigilance  should  not  abate.  The  more  so,  because  I am  convinced 
that  we  already  have  among  us  many  disaffected  individuals. 

You  will  observe  General,  that  I have  not  yet  said  anything 
as  to  the  assistance  which  you  may  expect  from  the  Militia; — I 
have  avoided  it  until  I know  the  result  of  some  Militia  Bills, 
which  are  now  pending  before  the  Legislature,  and  until  I shah 
have  an  interview  upon  the  subject  (which  is  promised  to-day  A 
with  a joint  committee  of  the  two  Houses : — But  the  Battalion  of 
Volunteers  are  still  subject  to  your  orders;  & you  may  be  assured, 
that  as  the  danger  augments  my  exertions  will  be  unvaried  to  draw 
into  the  field  as  great  a proportion  of  the  Regular  Militia  as  pos- 
sible. I have  recourse  to  all  the  means  in  my  power  to  introduce 
discipline  and  order  in  the  respective  Corps ; — for  these  purposes ; 
the  Company  officers  receive  instructions  on  every  other  day  on 
points  of  Duty ; Companies  are  ordered  to  assemble  twice  a week. 
& I have  directed  several  Battalion  & Regimental  musters  for 
review  & inspection. — 
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If  the  occasion  should  require  I can  immediately  order  on  duty 
in  the  City  a Detachment  of  the  Militia — But  with  respect  to  my 
wishes  as  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  Militia  generally 
at  the  present  Crisis,  I hope  to  be  enabled  particularly  to  ad- 
vise you  in  a few  days. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  Jany.  6th  1807. 

Colo.  Fortier, 

You  will  receive  from  Captain  Read  of  the  Schooner  Revenge 
three  hundred  muskets,  which  you  will,  without  delay,  deliver  to 
the  several  Captains  of  your  Regiment,  to  be  by  them  distributed 
to  the  Privates. — 

Captain  Read  will  also  deliver  you  three  kegs  of  musket 
powder  for  the  use  of  the  Regiment. — 

You  will  take  from  the  several  Captains  a receipt  for  the 
number  of  muskets  delivered, — but  you  may  assure  them  that  in 
decharge  of  their  receipts,  they  have  only  to  procure  and  exhibit 
the  receipts  of  the  men  to  whom  the  arms  have  been  confided.  It 
is  not  intended  to  exact  any  improper  responsibility  for  the 
arms: — my  object  is,  to  place  them  in  the  hands  of  my  fellow 
Citizens. — 

The  muskets  sent  you  are  the  best  in  the  public  Stores.  We 
have  no  spare  boxes  for  Cartridges,  but  as  soon  as  some  can  be 
procured,  a proper  number  shall  be  forwarded  to  you. — - 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

Statement  by  Governor  Claiborne. 

Private 

On  the  3d  of  Jany.  1807  I requested  my  private  Secy,  to  wait 
upon  the  General  Wilkinson,  & to  inform  him  that  he  was  cer- 
tainly mistaken  in  supposing  that  the  Command  of  the  V olunteers 
was  given  him  without  his  request. — That  he  had  previously  by 
letter  solicited  the  aid  of  all  the  Militia  1 could  give  him  & the 
sooner  the  better;  that  Captain  Shaw  had  also  demanded  of  me  a 
Militia  Guard,  (the  Regulars  under  Colo:  Cushing  not  having 
then  arraived)  & then  circumstances  had  lead  to  the  order  which 
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placed  the  Battalion  under  the  Command  of  the  General ; — that 
my  letter  of  yesterday,  was  intended  to  apprize  him  of  my  then 
impression,  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  continue  the  Battalion  in 
the  pay  of  the  United  States  and  not  to  be  construed  as  a revoca- 
tion of  my  former  orders.  That  I however  had  not  changed  my 
opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  withdrawing  the  Bataiion  from  the 
immediate  service  of  the  U.  S.  & resuming  the  Command  of  the 
Corps ; but  that  he  might  be  assured,  attention  should  be  paid  to 
their  discipline,  & that  they  should  again  be  ordered  into  service, 
whenever  the  occasion  should  demand. — 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  I was  about  revoking  the  order, 
which  placed  the  Battalion  under  the  orders  of  the  General,  when 
information  reached  me,  that  Colo : Burr  was  at  Nashville  on  the 
18th  of  December,  and  expected  to  set  out  in  a few  days  for  this 
Territory;  that  he  had  two  thousand  men  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Cumberland,  and  that  his  forces  when  collected  would  exceed  six 
thousand — This  information  seemed  to  be  so  generally  reported  & 
believed  (upon  the  authority  of  private  letters  from  Nashville) 
that  I detemined  to  make  no  change  for  the  present  of  the  dis- 
position of  the  Orleans  Volunteers,  & also  to  give  all  the  support 
in  my  power  to  the  General. — If  this  officer  was  faithful  to  his 
Country  (&  I had  every  reason  to  think  he  was)  with  my  support, 
it  might  be  saved ; with  the  most  purest  intentions  and  the  greatest 
exertions  on  his  part,  if  I should  enfeeble  his  Arm,  by  distruting 
him,  the  Country  might  be  lost,  & in  this  event  my  fellow  Citizens 
(&  what  is  still  worse  my  concience)  would  never  cease  to  re- 
proach me; — and  if  indeed  General  Wilkinson  should  be  disposed 
ultimately  to  betray  his  Country,  I had  not  force  sufficient  to 
counteract  his  views. — 

These  were  my  reflections  on  the  4th  of  January,  & determined 
my  future  conduct. — I knew  I shall  be  greatly  censured  by  many 
persons  here ; — It  is  Indeed  uncertain  whether  in  my  embarrassing 
situation,  I shall  pursue  that  course  which  will  best  serve  the 
interest  of  my  Country — But  the  searcher  of  all  hearts  knows  the 
purity  of  my  intentions,  & happen  what  may — even  amidst  the 
clamours  & the  censure  of  the  whole  American  Society,  I shall 
remain  tranquil,  & find  consolation  in  my  reflections. — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 
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N.  O.  Jany.  21st  1807. 

Govr.  Folch, 

I have  received  your  Excellency’s  letter  announcing  your  ar- 
rival at  the  Bayou  St.  John,  on  your  voyage  to  Baton  Rouge,  and 
expressive  of  a wish  to  be  permitted  to  proceed  to  New  Orleans 
with  the  officers  of  your  suite  & from  hence  to  continue  your  route 
to  the  place  of  your  destination. — 

I am  sorry  to  oppose  any  obstacle  to  your  Excellency’s  de- 
sires;— but  in  the  present  State  of  affairs  in  this  Territory,  & to 
avoid  all  cause  for  rumours  which  altho’  unfounded,  may  add  to 
that  agitation  in  the  public  mind  which  has  been  occasioned  by 
the  news  this  moment  received  of  the  arrival  of  Burr  & his  asso- 
ciates in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  I am  constrained  to  request 
that  your  Excellency  would  continue  your  voyage  by  water. 

I avail  myself  of  the  occasion,  to  assure  your  Excellency  of 
the  friendly  disposition  of  this  Government  towards  the  subjects 
and  Territories  of  his  Catholic  Magisty  & to  offer  you  person- 
ally the  assurances  of  my  very  respectful  Consideration. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  Jany.  21st  1807. 

Genl.  Wilkinson, 

As  the  Squadron  under  Commodore  Shaw  has  instructions  to 
examine  all  boats  descending  the  Mississippi,  and  to  detain  such 
as  may  afford  just  cause  of  suspicion,  I am  inclined  to  think  the 
Guard  at  the  Willow  Point  no  longer  necessary. 

I take  this  occasion  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Cavalry  patroles 
are  sources  of  much  complaint  on  the  part  of  Citizens — I hope 
their  conduct  has  not  afforded  real  grounds  for  the  exceptions 
taken,  but  as  we  now  know  where  Mr.  Burr  is,  & what  are  his 
views  and  prospects,  permit  me  to  suggest  the  expediency  of  em- 
ploying the  Cavalry  as  a Corps  of  observation,  and  for  the  early 
conveyance  of  Intelligence,  and  that  so  much  of  their  former 
orders,  as  authorised  the  arrest  & detention  of  travellers  be  re- 
scinded. 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

II 
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N.  O.  Jany.  21st  1807. 

Cowles  Mead, 

Understanding  that  Aaron  Burr  has  taken  post  within  the 
Territory  over  which  you  preside,  we  cannot  but  express  our 
solicitude  lest  his  pretentions  to  Innocence, . and  the  arts  which  he 
may  employ  to  delude  and  seduce  our  fellow  Citizens  from  their 
duty  to  their  Country,  may  be  partially  successful. — We  rely  with 
confidence  on  your  exertions  to  seize  this  Arch  conspirator,  and 
having  done  so — permit  us  to  suggest  for  your  consideration,  the 
expediency  of  placing  him  without  delay  on  board  one  of  our 
armed  vessels  in  the  River  with  an  order  to  the  officer  to  descend 
with  him  to  this  City — or  otherwise  if  his  followers  be  as  numer- 
ous as  is.  represented,  it  is  probable  it  may  not  be  in  your  power 
to  bring  him  to  trial. 

We  take  this  occasion  to  advise  you  confidentially  to  keep  a 
strict  Eye  upon  the  Spaniards ! Governor  Folch  is  proceeding  to 
Baton  Rouge  with  four  hundred  men.  His  co-operation  in  repell- 
ing Burr  and  his  associates  is  desirable  but  in  the  uncertain  and 
menacing  state  of  affairs  between  the  United  States  & Spain,  it  is 
our  duty  to  be  vigilant,  and  to  watch  the  movements  of  a foreign 
force  which  may  be  in  our  vicinity. 

( Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne.  '• 

( Jam  : Wilkinson. 


N.  O.  Jany.  27th  1807. 

Judges  Sprigg  & Mathews, 

As  it  is  no  less  my  duty  than  wish  to  keep  the  President  of  the 
U.  States  advised  of  the  political  state  of  this  Territory,  & as  I 
have  learned  that  the  late  Grand  Jury  summoned  by  order  of  the 
Honorable  the  Superior  Court  have  made  some  presentments 
which  relative  to  occurences  of  a political  nature,  I have  to  re- 
quest, (if  the  same  be  not  inconsistent  with  the  rules  of  the 
Court)  that  your  Clerk,  may  be  directed  to  furnish  me  with  an 
attested  Copy  thereof. 


Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 


- 
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The  following  extract,  from  a communication  from  the  Legis- 
lative Council  to  Governor  Claiborne,  under  date  of  January  22nd 
1807  appears  on  pages  325  and  326  of  the  Claiborne  Journal. 

“But  the  Legislative  Council  partakes  of  your  anxiety  on  its 
(Territory)  future  destinies,  and  your  astonishment  as  to  the  cause 
which  threatens  to  trouble  its  tranquility.  It  is  indeed  difficult 
to  believe  that  in  the  bosom  of  the  Government,  the  most  free  that 
exists  on  earth,  plots  the  success  of  which  must  be  fatal  to  Lib- 
erty, should  have  been  formed.  If  however  it  be  true  that  the 
ambitious  and  depraved  men,  who  have  conceived  such  criminal 
projects,  have  found  proselytes,  the  Legislative  Council  are  con- 
vinced that  it  was  not  among  the  ancient  Inhabitants  of  this  Ter- 
ritory ; & that  notwithstanding  the  dissatisfaction  which  they  once 
manifested  openly,  when  they  thought  themselves  aggrieved, 
there  is  no  perfidy  nor  treason  to  be  apprehended  from  them  by 
the  General  Government.  If  they  do  not  yet  possess  all  the  priv- 
ileges enjoyed  by  the  American  Citizen,  they  already  set  so  much 
value  on  the  rights  which  have  been  granted  to  them,  that  their 
late  privation  of  those  rights,  in  the  present  Stormy  Circum- 
stances, has  created  among  them  the  most  serious  alarm. 

The  Legislative  Council  think,  as  your  Excellency,  that  in  the 
critical  situation  in  which  we  stand,  the  session  of  the  general  as- 
sembly must  not  & cannot  be  long.  The  tranquility  necessary  to 
Legislative  deliberations  does' not  exist  amidst  warlike  prepara- 
tions. The  Council  however,  is  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  requisite 
to  dispatch  the  most  urgent  matters,  among  which  are  the  amend- 
ments to  the  Militia  law,  and  the  alterations  to  be  made  in  the 
Judiciary  system  in  the  several  districts  of  the  Territory.” 

Signed  J Poydras, 
President  of  the  Council. 


N.  O.  Jany.  26th  1807. 

Govr.  Claiborne, 

The  Representatives  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  have  heard 
and  read,  with  attention  the  Communications  which  your  Excel- 
lency gave  them  at  the  opening  of  their  present  session.  They 
could  not  learn  without  the  greatest  indignation  that  Americans, 
that  members  of  the  Government  the  most  free  which  ever  existed 
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upon  earth  may  have  been  blind  and  perfidious  enough  to  conspire 
the  dismemberment  of  their  own  country,  the  invasion  of  the  Do- 
minions of  a sovereign  in  amity  with  the  United  States,  and  the 
entire  subversion  of  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  this  Terri- 
tory. We  hope  however  that  those  infamous  plots  shall  be  speed- 
ily defeated  by  the  wisdom  of  the  measures  taken  by  the  General 
Government,  and  that  their  effects  shall  be  confined  to  the'  anxie- 
ties and  alarms  which  their  discovery  has  spread  upon  every  part 
of  this  Territory. 

With  regard  to  the  extraordinary  measures  which  have  had 
place  for  some  time  past  in  this  Territory  although  your  Excel- 
lency has  not  thought  proper  to  reveal  to  the  Legislature  the 
reasons  which  have  led  to  them,  yet  this  house  considers  it  as  a 
sacred  duty  which  they  owe  to  themselves  and  their  fellow  Citi- 
zens, fully  to  investigate  these  measures  and  the  motives  which 
have  induced  them,  and  to  represent  the  same  to  the  Congress  of 
the  U.  S. 

Permit  us,  sir,  to  request  your  Excellency  to  renew  to  the 
General  Government  the  oath  of  our  Love,  of  our  devotion,  & our 
fidelity  to  the  Constitution  and  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States. — 

By  order  of  the  house 

Signed  John  Watkins. 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Attest 

Signed  Eligius  Fromentin 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  extracts,  immediately  above,- are  taken  from  a communi- 
cation from  the  House  of  Representatives  to  Governor  Claiborne. 


N.  O.  Jany.  29th  1807. 

Secy,  of  State, 

I have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  the  answers  which  have  been 
returned  by  the  two  houses  of  the  assembly  to  my  address  of  the 
13th  Instant. — You  will  perceive  by  these  Documents,  that  the 
Legislature  partake  on  a great  measure,  of  that  agitation  which 
at  present  pervades  the  public  mind  & that  altho’  the  measures 
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lately  pursued  here  with  a view  to  the  public  safety,  are  not 
openly  censured,  yet  they  are  not  approved;  we  however  are  as- 
sured of  the  fidelity  of  the  ancient  Louisianians  to  the  U.  States 
& of  their  attachment  to  the  General  Government. — For  myself 
I do  believe  that  this  declaration  is  correct  so  far  as  relates 
to  a majority  of  the  ancient  Louisianians,  & (perhaps)  the  whole, 
so  far  as  to  exempt  them  from  all  participation  in  Burr’s  Con- 
spiracy:— but  of  that  portion  of  our  society  whose  native  lan- 
guage is  English,  I cannot  speak  so  favorably;  of  the  patriotism 
of  many,  I have  had  abundant  proofs;  but  there  are  others,  (& 
the  number  I fear  not  inconsiderable)  who  I verily  believe,  would 
most  cordially  have  supported  the  views  of  Burr. — 

Previous  to  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  you  will  have  heard  of 
the  arrest  of  Colo:  Burr  at  Natchez,  & of  an  intention  to  bring 
him  to  trial ; but  the  issue  I fear  will  be  most  unfortunate ; his 
acquital  will  probably  ensue,  and  this  dangerous  man  will  be  left 
to  continue  (undisturbed)  in  this  remote  and  exposed  quarter 
his  wicked  Intrigues  against  the  Government  of  his  Country. — 

I find  that  in  Natchez,  also  (as  in  this  City)  a considerable 
hue  & Cry  is  raised  about  the  violation  of  the  constitution  of  the 
U.  States ; — I am  persuaded  that  many  good  Citizens  complain 
from  the  best  motives,  & with  full  conviction  that  there  is  just 
cause; — but  among  the  most  clamorous  are  men,  whom  I have 
some  reason  to  believe  would  not  regret  a dismemberment  of  the 
Union,  or  withhold  their  aid  in  the  subversion  of  the  Govern- 
ment & laws; — these  men  however  are  now  most  profuse  in  their 
professions  of  attachment  to  Constitutional  right,  & many  good 
people  hang  around  them  with  the  same  affection  as  if  they  really 
possessed  the  merits  of  a Hambden  or  a Sidney. — 

Note. — Fourteen  pages  have  been  torn  out  of  the  Journal  here. 

Message. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council  & of  the  house  of  Rep- 
resentatives ! 

Desirous  of  communicating  to  the  Legislative  Body,  such  in- 
formation as  may  be  in  my  possession  relative  to  the  conspiracy, 
which  at  present,  so  much  agitates  this  Territory,  I now  transmit 
you,  in  entire  confidence,  a copy  of  the  letter  which  I have  re- 
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ceived  from  the  Honorable  the  Secretary  of  War,  under  date  of 
the  20th  of  December  last. — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  Jany.  19th  1807. 

Message. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council  & the  House  , of  Repre- 
sentatives ! 

We  have  been  officially  informed  that  the  reputed  “Leader  of  the 
Conspiracy”  which  has  menaced  our  safety  & disturbed  our  tran- 
quility “was  in  the  hands  of  the  Civil  authority  at  Natchez”,  and  it 
is  now  confidently  reported  (altho’  no  official  information  upon  the 
subject  has  been  received  by  me)  that  many  of  his  adhearents 
have  also  arrived  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. — Among  them  are 
two  individuals,  who  are  represented  to  have  evaded  by  flight 
from  the  State  of  Ohio,  that  punishment  which  the  Law  in  Justice 
& in  mercy  would  have  awarded  against  them.  One  of  these  per- 
sons, I have  the  most  satisfactory  information  for  stating,  did  in 
September  last,  propose  to  a Citizen,  in  whose  veracity  entire  con- 
fidence may  be  placed,  “to  join  in  a plan  to  bring  about  a disso- 
lution of  the  union;  & after  pointing  out  the  advantages  which 
would  result  to  leading  men  from  the  erection  of  a Separate  Gov- 
ernment on  this  side  of  the  Mountains,  & observing  that  the  peo- 
ple were  ripe  for  such  measure,  he  said,  their  plan  would  be  to  go 
on  with  an  armed  force  to  New  Orleans;  to  seize  this  place,  & 
after  getting  the  Money  in  the  Banks,  the  Military  Stores,  & the 
French  Artillery  there,  to  force  the  Country  to  a separation  from 
the  Atlantic  States  by  operating  on  its  commerce.”  In  charity 
to  human  nature,  I cannot  suppose,  that  all  concerned  in  the  Con- 
spiracy, were  prepared  to  support  objects  so  horrible; — on  the 
contrary,  I am  persuaded  that  many  have  been  seduced  into  the 
association  by  artifice  & misrepresentations ; and  to  all  such  I 
trust,  a generous  forgiveness  may  be  extended ; — I cannot  how- 
ever disguise  from  the  two  houses  of  Assembly, — how  greatly  I 
regret  that  the  existing  Laws  do  not  afford  adequate  means  for 
the  prevention  of  conspiracy  of  this  diabolical  nature ; for  the  dis- 
coveries of  the  parties  concerned  & for  their  punishment. — I have 
recently  been  advised  (&  from  a source  entitled  to  credit)  of  the 
approach  to  this  City  of  an  Agent  of  the  Conspirators; — I am 
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informed  of  his  name  & the  route  he  takes,  & have  little  doubt  as 
to  the  objects  of  his  mission;  & yet  I believe,  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  adduce  such  proof,  as  would  justify  a Civil  Magistrate 
in  committing  him  to  prison,  & should  I arrest  him  upon  my  own 
authority,  a Writ  of  Habeas  Corpues,  would  most  probably  rescue 
him  from  my  possession  and  he  might  then  be  enabled  to  fulfil 
the  treasonable  duty  with  which  he  may  be  charged. — 

Assured  of  the  fidelity  & patriotism  of  the  great  Body  of  the 
American  people ; assured  also,  that  by  the  vigilance  of  the  Gen- 
eral & state  Government,  many  of  the  Adherents  of  the  conspir- 
ators with  their  Boats  & supplies,  have  been  arrested  on  the 
waters  of  the  Ohio,  & that  the  arm  of  the  Nation  is  raised  against 
them  I apprehend  no  permanent  misfortune  nor  can  this  Terri- 
tory, in  the  worst  event  experience  other  than  a temporary  evil ; — 
we  however  owe  it  to  our  immediate  safety  to  continue  for  the 
present  our  measures  of  precaution ; and  in  addition  to  those  al- 
ready adopted,  the  expediency  of  suspending  for  a short  time  (& 
under  such  restrictions  as  may  be  best  calculated  to  protect  the 
innocent)  of  the  privilege  of  the  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  is  rec- 
ommended to  your  consideration. — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

N.  O.  ioth  Feby.  1807. 

, N.  O.  Feby.  ioth  1807. 

Govr.  Williams, 

The  Secretary  for  this  Territory.  Mr.  John  Graham,  in  a letter 
to  me,  dated  on  the  25th  of  December  last  at  Frankfort  in  Ken- 
tucky, says  “I  have  it  from  a friend  in  whose  veracity  I place  the 
fullest  conndence,  that  a Mr.  Blannerhasset  (who  has  now  gone 
down  the  River  with  about  20  Boats  and  200  men)  proposed  to 
him  (the  friend  of  Mr.  Graham)  in  September  last,  to  join  him 
Blannerhasset  and  Colo : Burr,  in  a plan  to  bring  about  the  disso- 
lution of  the  union ; & after  pointing  out  the 

Note. — The  above  is  only  a fragment.  Four  pages  have  been 
torn  out  of  the  journal  here. 

********* 


168 


Note. — The  beginning  of  the  following  letter  has  been  torn  out 
of  the  Journal. 

A friend  of  mine  who  has  been  in  the  Spanish  Service,  arrived 
from  Baton  Rouge  on  yesterday,  and  assures  me  that  Burr  is  not 
there,  nor  would  he  now  receive  the  protection  of  the  Spanish 
Government ; on  the  contrary ; my  friend  gives  me  his  honor,  that 
he  perused  a letter  from  the  Spanish  minister  Yrugo  to  Governor 
Folch  in  which  Burr  is  mentioned  to  be  full  of  deception  & his 
real  views  represented  to  be  hostile  to  Spain. — The  letter  is  said  to 
have  reached  Baton  Rouge  a few  days  since,  and  that  Couriers 
with  dispatches  from  Yrugo,  had  proceeded  to  the  ulterior  Prow 
inces  of  Mexico. — 

The  District  Court  here  is  now  engaged  in  trying  Indictments 
which  have  been  found  against  Lewis  Kerr  & James  Workman 
for  setting  on  foot  an  expedition  against  the  Dominions  of  Spain. 
— In  Kerr’s  case,  a Jury  has  been  impanelled;  but  after  being 
kept  together  for  three  or  four  days  and  not  agreeing  were  dis- 
charged, and  another  trial  is  to  take  place  on  this  day. — Work- 
man & Kerr  are  not  the  only  persons  implicated  in  this  Business ; 
— It  seems  that  there  lately  existed  at  this  place  a Mexican  asso- 
ciation whose  proceedings  were  secret,  & the  members  bound  by 
Oath. — In  this  association  there  were  several  persons,  whose 
standing  in  society  was  the  most  respectable ; Doctor  John  Wat- 
kins the  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  is  of  the  number; — I have  here- 
tofore esteemed  the  Doctor  an  amiable  & useful  Citizen ; but  un- 
less he  can  rescue  his  character  from  the  reproach  to  which  it  is 
now  subjected,  painful  as  it  may  be  to  me,  my  confidence  in  him 
shall  be  withdrawn  forever. — 

Your  letter  in  Cypher  under  the  date  of  the  12th  of  Jany.  last 
has  been  received,  & I will  make  every  exertion  to  obtain  for  you 
the  desired  information. — 

I have  good  reason  to  believe,  that  Yrugo  the  Spanish  Minis- 
ter under  an  impression  that  Burr’s  sole  object  was  a division  of 
the  American  Union,  did  give  countenance  and  aid  to  the  Traitor : 
— I am  told  by  a person,  attached  to  the  Spanish  service,  that 
Yrugo,  (early  in  the  last  year)  advised  the  Governors  of  Ha- 
vanna,  Pensacola  & Baton  Rouge  of  the  designs  of  Burr,  & that 
Folch  & Grand  pre  were  advised  to  place  at  the  disposition  of 
Burr  such  cannon,  muskets  & ammunition,  as  they  could  conven- 
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iently  spare;  my  informant  gives  it  as  bis  opinion  that  had  Burr 
appeared  before  Baton  Rouge  three  weeks  ago,  the  Fort  could 
immediately  have  been  surrendered  to  him;  but  that  Yrugo’s  last 
dispatches  had  given  great  alarm  to  the  Spanish  agents,  & had 
put  them  upon  their  Guard  against  the  traitorous  adventurer. — 

Signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 
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APPENDIX  V. 


Sketch  of  Aaron  Burr.* 


His  stature  is  about  five  feet  six  inches ; has  a spare  meagre 
form,  but  of  an  elegant  symmetry ; his  complexion  is  fair  and 
transparent;  his  dress  was  fashionable  and  rich,  but  not  flashy. 
He  is  a man  of  an  erect  and  dignified  deportment — his  presence 
is  commanding, — his  aspect  mild,  firm,  luminous  and  impressive. 
His  phisiognomy  is  the  French  configuration;  his  forehead  is 
prominent  broad  and  retreating  indicitive  of  great  expansion  of 
mind,  immense  range  of  thought  and  amazing  exuberance  of 
fancy — but  too  smooth  and  regular  for  great  altitude  of  concep- 
tion, and  those  original,  excentric  and  daring  aberations  of  supe- 
rior genius.  The  eyebrows  are  thin,  nearly  horizontal,  and  too 
far  from  the  eye;  his  nose  is  nearly  rectilinear,  too  slender  be- 
tween the  eyes,  rather  inclined  to  the  right  side ; gentjy  elevated 
which  betrays  a degree  of  haughtiness ; too  obtuse  at  the  end  for 
great  acuteness  of  penetration,  brilliancy  of  wit  or  poignancy  of 
satire ; and  too  samll  to  sustain  his  capacious  and  ample  fore  head. 
His  eyes  are  of  ordinary  size,  of  a dark  hazle ; and  from  the  shade 
of  his  projecting  eye  bones  and  brows,  appear  black,  they  glow 
with  all  the  ardor  of  veneal  fire,  and  scintillate  with  the  most 
tremulous  and  tearful  sensibility — they  roll  with  the  celerity  and 
phrensy  of  poetic  fervour,  and  beam  with  the  most  vivid  and 
piercing  rays  of  genius.  His  mouth  is  large ; his  voice  is  clear 

♦This  interesting  character  sketch  was  written  by  Judge  George  Adams  of  Mississippi, 
about  the  time  of  the  Burr  trial,  before  Judges  Rodney  and  Bruin. 

Judge  Adams  was  United  States  District  Attorney  for  Mississippi  from  1830  to  1836, 
and  Federal  Judge  from  1836  to  1839. 

The  original  manuscript  sketch  was  presented  to  the  Department  of  Archives  and 
History  by. Hon. .Wirt  Adams,  a grandson  of  the  author. 
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manly  and  melodious ; his  lips  are  thin,  extremely  flexible,  and 
when  silent,  gently  closed ; but  opening  with  facility  to  distil  the 
honey  that  trickles  from  his  tounge.  His  chin  is  rather  retreating 
and  voluptuous.  To  analyze  his  face  with  physiognomical  scrut- 
iny, you  may  discover  many  important  traits;  but  upon  the  first 
blush,  or  a superficial  view,  they  are  obscured  like  the  spots  in  the 
sun,  by  a radiance  that  dazzles  and  fascinates  the  sight. 

In  company,  Burr  is  rather  taciturn,  when  he  speaks,  it  is 
with  such  animation,  with  such  apparant  frankness  and  negli- 
gence, as  would  induce  a person  to  believe  that  he  was  a man  of 
guileless  and  ingenuous  heart;  but  in  my  opinion  there  is  no  hu- 
man more  reserved,  mysterious  and  inscrutible. 

I have  heard  a great  deal  of  Chesterfield  and  the  graces. 
Surely  Burr  is  the  epitome  the  essence  of  them  all,  for  never  were 
there  charms  displayed  with  such  potency  and  irresistable  attrac- 
tion. He  seems  passionately  fond  of  female  society,  and  there  is 
no  being  better  calculated  to  succeed  and  shine  in  that  sphere; 
To  the  ladies  he  is  all  attention — all  attention — in  conversation 
he  gazes  on  them  with  complacency  and  rapture,  and  when  he 
addresses  them,  it  is  with  that  smiilng  affability,  those  captivating 
gestures,  that  je  ne  scai  qnoi,  those  dissolving  looks,  that  soft 
sweet  and  insinuating  eloquence  which  takes  the  soul  captive, 
before  it  can  prepare  for  defence.  In  short  he  is  the  most  perfect 
model  of  an  accomplished  gentleman  that  could  be  formed,  even 
by  the  wanton  immagination  of  poetry  or  fiction.  But  alas ! my 
friend,  what  evils  those  splendid  talents — that  transcendant  ad- 
dress— nay,  all  the  blessings  that  heaven  can  bestow,  without  that 
solace,  that  inestimable  boon,  content  and  tranquility?  Burr  is 
an  exemplary  and  illustrious  instance  of  the  capriciousness  of 
popular  admiration,  and  the  mutability  of  human  glory  and  felic- 
ity. But  why  should  we  wonder  at  popular  instability  and  clam- 
or— a discordant  voice  that  vilifies  and  arraigns  even  omnipotence 
itself?  The  circumstance  that  has  thus  contributed  to  blast  the 
popularity  and  poison  the.  peace  and  happiness  of  this  unfortu- 
nate man,  is  lamentable  indeed ; but  he  who  will  presume  to  as- 
cribe it  to  a corruption  or  a depravity  of  heart,  rather  than  the 
falibility  of  man,  and  the  frailty  of  human  passions,  must  be 
blinded  by  his  own  venom,  and  utterly  estranged  to  every  senti- 
ment of  compassion,  and  that  lenient  and  divine  maxim  which  in- 
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structs  us  that  where  opposing  presumptions  are  of  equal  weight, 
the  scale  should  always  preponderate  on  the  side  of  mercy.  Con- 
fident I am  that  there  is  no  person  more  sensibly,  more  deeply 
touched  with  greif,  or  more  sincerely  penitent  for  this  misfortune, 
than  him  who  was  the  instrument.  Yes,  my  friend,  even  Burr, 
the  inimitable,  the  incomparable  Burr,  is  disturbed,  is  unhappy ! 
— often  did  I mark  the  perturbation  of  his  mind,  the  agonizing 
sensations  which  rung  his  too  susceptible  heart,  and  which  in  spite 
of  his  philosophy  and  sprightliness,  wrote  themselves  in  the  dark- 
est shades  on  his  countenance;  and  when  I beheld  the  melan- 
choly, the  saturnine  clouds  which  often  enveloped  his  bleeding 
his  magnanimous  soul,  my  feelings  were  melted  with  a thrilling, 
a sublime  sympathy — the  tears  started  in  my  eyes,  and  could  I 
have  given  them  the  efficacy  of  the  angels,  I would  have  expiated 
his  crime, — I would  have  blootted  the  imputation  from  the  mem- 
ory of  man  and  the  record  of  Heaven ! — 
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APPENDIX  VI. 


Contents  of  Executive  Journal  of  Gov.  Winthrop  Sargent , f?om 
May  21 , 1/98,  to  April  j,  1801. 

1798. 

Governor  Sargent  to  Timothy  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State,  May  21. 

Governor  Sargent  to  Timothy  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State,  May  29. 

Governor  Sargent  to  Timothy  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State,  May  29. 

Governor  Sargent  to  Timothy  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State,  June  4. 

Governor  Sargent  to  Timothy  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State,  June  16. 

Governor  Sargent  to  John  Steel,  Secretary  Mississippi  Territory,  with- 
out date. 

Address  delivered  by  the  Governor  to  a large  assemblage  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Territory,  August  16. 

Order  for  the  arrest  of  Zachariah  Cox  to  Capt.  Green,  August  18. 
Governor  Sargent  to  Timothy  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State,  August  20. 
Governor  Sargent  to  Samuel  Mitchell,  Choctaw  Agent,  September  3. 
Governor  Sargent  to  Peter  Bryan  Bruin,  Territorial  Judge,  Septem- 
ber 5. 

Order  for  the  establishment,  regulation  of  the  militia  and  appointment 
of  officers,  September  8. 

Circular  to  commanding  and  field  officers  of  militia,  September  8. 
Information  to  the  inhabitants  of  Mississippi  Territory,  September  9. 
Governor  Sargent  to  Andrew  Ellicott,  September  10. 

Governor  Sargent  to  Timothy  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State,  Septem- 
ber 11. 

Governor  Sargent  to  Andrew  Ellicott,  September  18. 

Governor  Sargent  to  Don  Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos,  Governor  of 
Louisiana,  September  18. 

To  same,  September  28. 

To  Timothy  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State,  September  29. 

To  Timothy  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State,  September  29. 

To  Genera!  James  Wilkinson,  September  30. 

Proclamation,  October  4. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  October  6. 


174 


To  General  George  Mathews,  October  6. 

To  Southern  Sub. -Legion  of  Calvary,  October  14. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  October  16. 

To  Timothy  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State,  October  17. 

To  James  Ross,  United  States  Senator,  October  17. 

Proclamation,  October  18. 

Proclamation,  October  18. 

Proceedings  with  Indians,  October  19. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  October  20. 

To  Andrew  Ellicott,  October  24. 

Authority  to  Joshua  Howard,  Esq.,  to  take  depositions  in  camp  of 
Andrew  Ellicott,  October  24. 

To  Timothy  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State,  November  1. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  November  2. 

Warrant  for  arrest  of  James  White,  John  Callahan  and  William  West, 
November  7. 

To  William  Dunbar,  Esq.,  November  7. 

Reward  for  arrest  of  Zachariah  Cox,  November  7. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  November  19. 

To  Mr.  Welch,  Indian  Interpreter,  November  14. 

To  Mr.  Mitchell,  November  14. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  November  14. 

To  Colonel  Cato  West,  November  23. 

To  Peter  Walker  and  Lewis  Evans,  November  24. 

To  Monsieur  Filhine,  Com.  Ft.  Mero,  December  1. 

To  Colonel  Cato  West,  December  4. 

Military  order,  December  4. 

To  James  Mitchell,  Choctaw  Agent,  December  10. 

To  Timothy  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State,  December  20. 

To  Adam  Binghaman,  December  20. 

To  Timothy  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State,  December  21. 

Statement  that  copies  of  foregoing  documents  were  sent  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  August  10,  1799. 


Governor  Sargent 
Governor  Sargent 
Governor  Sargent 
Governor  Sargent 
Governor  Sargent 
Governor  Sargent 
Governor  Sargent 
Governor  Sargent 
Governor  Sargent 
Governor  Sargent 
Governor  Sargent 


1799- 

to  Judge  Bruin,  January  3. 

to  Judge  Bruin,  January  7. 

to  President  Adams,  January  8. 

to  President  Adams,  January  8. 

to  Secretary  of  State  Pickering,  January  8. 

to  General  James  Wilkinson,  January  8. 

to  Colonel  Thomas  Butler,  January  15. 

to  Secretary  of  State  Pickering.  January  15. 

to  Secretary  of  State  Pickering,  January  17. 

to  Colonel  Benj.  Hawkins,  Creek  Agent,  February  1. 

to  Judge  McNary,  March  2. 
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Governor  Sargent  to  Secretary  of  State  Pickering,  March  13. 

Governor  Sargent  to  Secretary  of  State  Pickering,  March  13. 

Governor  Sargent  to  Governor  Gayoso,  March  14. 

Governor  Sargent  to  General  James  Wilkinson,  March  17. 

Governor  Sargent  to  Secretary  of  State  Pickering,  March  21. 

Governor  Sargent  to  Colonel  Steel,  Territorial  Secretary,  March  22. 
Governor  Sargent  to  General  James  Wilkinson,  March  22. 

Governor  Sargent  to  General  James  Wilkinson,  March  22. 

General  Military  orders,  March  25. 

Proclamation,  March  20. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  March  25. 

To  Colonel  Steel,  Territorial  Secretary,  no  date. 

Proclamation,  March  20. 

To  Mr.  Vidal,  March  28. 

Letter  with  no  address,  March  29. 

Proclamation,  April  2. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  April  3. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  April  3. 

Commissions,  April  5. 

Commission,  April  5 
Commission,  April  6. 

Commission,  April  6. 

Appointment  of  William  Williams,  Gentleman  Keeper  of  the  Seal, 
April  5. 

To  Captain  Heath,  February  23. 

To  William  Furguson,  February  23. 

To  Governor  Gayoso,  April  15. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  April  17. 

To  Secretary  of  State  Pickering,  April  20. 

Proclamation,  April  27. 

Commission,  May  6. 

To  Sheriff  of  Pickering  County,  May  20. 

To  Judge  Tilton,  May  23. 

To  Secretary  of  State  Pickering,  May  26. 

Commissions,  October  5,  1798,  and  May  5>  1799. 

Commission,  October  20. 

Military  orders,  June  1. 

To  Justices  of  Adams  and  Pickering  Counties,  June  3. 

Commission,  June  4. 

To  Governor  Gayoso,  June  13. 

To  Colonel  Daniel  Clark,  June  23. 

Transcript  to  Secretary  of  State,  June  13. 

To  Colonel  Daniel  Clark,  July  18. 

To  Secretary  of  State  Pickering,  July  17. 

To  Thomas  Green,  July  20. 

To  Judge  McGuire,  Judge  Bruin,  Colonel  Steel,  Colonel  Hutchins  et  al, 
July  20. 
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To  Justices  of  Adams  and  Pickering  Counties,  July  23. 

Commissions,  October  25,  1798. 

Militia  orders  for  Pickering  County,  August  1,  1799. 

To  Evan  Jones,  August  1. 

To  Secretary  of  State  Pickering,  August  3. 

To  Secretary  of  State  Pickering,  August  3. 

To  Secretary  of  State  Pickering,  August  17. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  August  18. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  August  17. 

To  Sheriff  of  Adams  County,  August  19. 

No  address  to  letter,  August  20. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  August  20. 

- Commission  of  Lyman  Harding  as  Attorney-General,  September  20. 
Commission  of  Robert  Stark,  Clerk  Supreme  Court,  September  20. 

To  various  parties,  September  28. 

Doctor  Grubb,  September  20. 

Major  Lewis,  Chickasaw  Agent,  September  28. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  October  4. 

To  Secretary  of  State.  October  12. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  October  13. 

To  Colonel  John  Girault,  October  23. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  November  1. 

To  Evan  Jones,  November  7. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  November  8. 

To  Daniel  Clark,  November  8. 

Military  orders,  November  9. 

To  Colonel  John  McKee,  Choctaw  Agent,’  November  9. 

Commissions,  November  14. 

To  Colonel  John  McKee,  November  25. 

To  Feandommassatubba,  Choctaw  Chief,  November  25. 

Commission,  September  27. 

Transcript  of  journal  from  pp.  165  to  227  was  made  and  transmitted 
to  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington  from  New  Orleans  in  the  ship 
Chesapeake.  (Note.) 

To  Evan  Jones,  December  14. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  December  29. 

1800. 

Address  to  commanders  of  legions,  January  1.  * 

To  Justices  of  Pickering  County,  January  2. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  January  10. 

Proclamation,  February  1. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  February  10. 

Proclamation,  February  12. 

Pass  to  enter  Chickasaw  Nation,  February  24. 
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Refusal  to  remit  fine  of  Ann  Walton,  February  24. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  February  27. 

Pass  to  post  riders  of  Abijah  Hunt,  February  28. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  March  1. 

To  Burd  Grubb,  March  1. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  March  10. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  March  17. 

To  Colonel  Daniel  Clark,  March  23. 

To  Colonel  Daniel  Clark,  March  27. 

To  John  Mixon,  April  3. 

To  Judge  Bruin,  April  8. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  April  8. 

To  Lyman  Harding,  April  9. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  April  10. 

To  William  Vousdan,  April  12. 

To  Mr.  King,  April  17. 

To  Territorial  Judges,  April  17. 

To  John  Girault,  April  17. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  April  19. 

Notice  to  militia  officers,  April  23. 

Relating  to  Major  Stephen  Minor,  April  21. 

Commissions,  April  23. 

Relating  to  Caesar,  Major  Minor’s  slave,  April  27. 

To  Colonel  John  Girault,  April  27. 

Address  to  Territorial  Judges,  May  5. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  May  14. 

To  Judges  Bruin  and  Tilton,  May  19. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  June  1. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  June  1. 

Proclamation,  June  4. 

Commissions,  June  5. 

Commissions,  June  5. 

Commissions,  June  5. 

To  Judge  Tilton,  June  6. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  June  15. 

Proclamation,  June  24. 

Comments  of  Governor,  no  date. 

(Note)  A transcript  of  this  journal  from  pp.  227  to  319  sent  to 
Washington,  June  30. 

To  Colonel  Daniel  Clark,  June  7. 

Commissions,  July  2. 

To  Colonel  Daniel  Clark,  July  6. 

To  Colonel  John  McKee,  July  9. 

To  John  Marshall,  Secretary  of  State,  July  23. 

To  Major  Pike,  August  1. 

To  Lewis  Evans,  August  2. 
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To  Secretary  of  State,  August  io. 

To  Sam’l  Dexter,  Secretary  of  War,  August  io. 

To  Sheriff  of  Adams  County,  August  12. 

Commissions,  August  19. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  August  25. 

To  Colonel  John  McKee,  September  1. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  September  5. 

Call  for  meeting  of  House  of  Representatives,*  September  10. 

Address  to  legislative  body,  September  22. 

Oath  of  legislators,  September  22. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  October  1. 

To  Speaker  House  of  Representatives,  October  3. 

From  Speaker  to  Governor,  October  3. 

Comment  of  Governor,  October  3. 

To  Judges  Lewis  and  Bruin,  October  4. 

Commissions,  October  16. 

To  Captain  Vidal,  October  8. 

To  Colonel  Henry  Hunter,  October  10. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  October  13. 

To  William  Dunbar,  October  20. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  October  21. 

To  Speaker  House  of  Representative?;  November  12. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  November  12. 

To  William  Dunbar  et  al,  November  16. 

To  Lyman  Harding,  November  18. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  November  2c. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  November  20. 

To  Colonel  Cato  West,  November  29. 

Militia  orders,  December  1. 

To  Colonel  Osman,  December  1. 

Commissions,  December  1. 

To  Major  Pike,  December  1. 

To  Speaker  of  the  U.  S.  House  of  Representatives,  December  20. 

To  President  of  the  U.  S.  Senate,  December  20. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  December  20. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  December  26. 

(Note)  Transcript  of  journal  sent  to  Washington,  D.  C,  January  6,  1801. 

1801. 

To  Senator  James  Ross,  January  4. 

To  Commanders  of  Militia,  January  12. 

To  Colonel  John  Girault,  January  12, 

To  Secretary  of  State,  January  26. 

Revocation  of  Commission,  January  19. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  March  16. 


. 

i 
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To  Secretary  of  State,  March  21. 
Commissions,  March  20. 

To  Colonel  McKee.  March  30. 

To  Colonel  John  Steel,  April. 
Commission,  March  21. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  April  3. 
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APPENDIX  VII. 


Contents  of  Executive  Journal  of  Governor  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne,  from 
July  io,  1801,  to  March  27,  1803. 

Notice  of  appointment  as  Territorial  Governor  by  James  Madison, 
Secretary  of  State,  July  10. 

Commission  from  President  Jefferson,  May  25. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  August  2. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  September  16. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  October  7. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  November  24. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  December  12. 

Address  from  Governor  to  Assembly,  December  2. 

Answer  of  the  Assembly,  December  4. 

Colonel  Benj.  Hawkins  to  Governor,  December  10. 

Colonel  John  McKee  to  Colonel  Hawkins,  December  9. 

Governor  to  Colonel  Benj.  Hawkins,  December  14. 

Proclamation,  December  14. 

Proclamation,  December  18. 

To  James  Madison,  December  20. 

1802. 

To  James  Madison,  January  8. 

To  Lewis  Evans,  January  9. 

To  William  Vousdon,  January  II. 

Appointment  of  Abner  Green,  Tr.  Genl.,  January  12. 

To  James  Madison,  January  20. 

To  President  Jefferson,  January  21. 

Address  to  President  Jefferson  by  the  House,  January  20. 

To  James  Madison,  January  23. 

To  Bernard  Lintot,  January  23. 

To  James  Madison,  February  5. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  January  29. 

Answer  of  General  Wilkinson,  January  29. 

To  Governor-General  of  Louisiana,  February  10. 

To  Captain  Richard  Sparks,  February  16. 

To  James  Madison,  February  16. 

In  matter  of  application  for  pardon,  February  20. 


. 
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To  James  Terrall,  public  printer,  February '23. 

To  Colonel  Henry  Hunter,  February  24. 

Governor’s  address  to  the  people  of  Mississippi  Territory,  March  1. 

In  matter  of  Bernard  Lintot,  March  2. 

To  Lyman  Harding,  March  3. 

To  James  Madison,  March  6. 

Passport  to  John  Duhomel,  March  9. 

From  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  January  4. 

Answer  of  Governor  Claiborne,  March  11. 

To  John  Henderson,  March  18. 

To  Peter  Walker,  March  18. 

To  Colonel  John  McKee,  March  28. 

Governor-General  of  the  Province  of  Louisiana  to  Governor  Claiborne, 
February  28. 

Answer  of  Governor  Claiborne,  March  29. 

List  of  appointments,  April  1. 

Speech  to  Indians,  April  2. 

To  James  Madison,  April  3. 

Proclamation  convening  legislature,  April  3. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  April  8. 

From  Evan  Jones  to  Governor,  March  17. 

Answer  of  Governor,  April  7. 

From  Samuel  Postlethwait,  April  7. 

To  Colonel  John  McKee,  April  7. 

Captain  Shaumburgh  to  Governor,  April  7. 

Answer  of  the  Governor,  April  12. 

Receipt  for  ordinance  and  military  stores,  April  12. 

Circular  letter  to  members  of  House,  April  16. 

To  Captain  Samuel  Postlethwait,  April  16. 

To  William  Dunbar,  Esq.,  April  16. 

Secretary  of  War  to  Governor,  February  23. 

Answer  of  Governor,  April  19. 

Secretary  of  War  to  Governor,  February  22. 

Answer  of  Governor,  April  24. 

To  Colonel  Daniel  Burnet,  April  27. 

To  Lieutenant  Rennick,  April  27. 

To  Commander  of  U.  S.  regulars  on  Tennessee  River,  April  27. 

To  Colonel  John  McKee,  May  1. 

To  Wm.  McCormick,  May  1. 

To  Abner  Green,  Esq.,  May  1. 

To  Captain  Shaumburgh,  May  3. 

Message  to  Council  and  House,  May  4. 

Message  to  Council  and  House.  May  4. 

From  Nathanial  Macon,  March  13. 

From  John  Beckley,  March  12. 

To  Colonel  Benj.  Osman,  May  6. 

From  Secretary  of  War,  March  10. 
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Answer  of  Governor,  May  io. 

To  Isaac  Collier  and  Nathaniel  Christmas,  May  io. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  May  14. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  May  14. 

To  Judge  Seth  Lewis,  May  22. 

From  Secretary  of  War,  April  8. 

Answer  of  Governor,  May  24. 

To  James  Madison,  May  28. 

From  James  Madison,  April  9. 

Commission  from  President  Jefferson  to  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne  as 
Governor  of  Mississippi  Territory,  January  26. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  June  1. 

From  President  Jefferson,  April  3. 

To  President  Jefferson,  June  1. 

To  James  Scurlock,  June  2. 

To  Edward  Turner,  June  4. 

To  Colonel  John  McKee,  June  4. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  June  10. 

Warrant  on  Treasurer,  June  12. 

To  officers  of  First  Regiment  of  Militia,  June  21. 

Wm.  McCormick  to  Governor,  June  22. 

Answer  of  Governor,  June  22. 

Proclamation,  June  22. 

From  Wm.  E.  Huling,  June  12. 

Answer  of  Governor,  June  26. 

To  Colonel  John  McKee,  June  29. 

From  Secretary  of  War,  May  24. 

Answer  of  Governor,  June  29. 

Circular  letter  to  sheriffs,  June  30. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  June  30. 

From  Secretary  of  State,  May  11. 

Answer  of  Governor. 

Opinion  of  Attorney-General  of  U.  S.,  March  26. 

List  of  appointments,  July  - 1. 

To  Captain  Richard  Sparks,  July  1. 

To  Comptroller  of  Treasury,  July  1. 

To  Captain  Richard  Sparks,  July  6. 

To  Wm.  Huling,  July  11. 

To  Commander  of  Fort  Stoddard,  July  10. 

Receipt  of  Lewis  LeFluer,  July  10. 

Passport  to  Lewis  LeFluer,  July  10. 

From  John  Girault,  July  29. 

Answer  of  Governor,  August  4. 

From  Secretary  of  War,  June  7. 

Answer  of  Governor,  July  20. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  August  6. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  August  6. 
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To  Samuel  Mitchell,  August  15. 

Treasury  warrant,  August  17. 

Memoranda  warrant  of  Mr.  Terral,  August  17. 

To  Colonel  Girault,  August  17. 

From  Secretary  of  War,  June  11. 

Answer  of  Governor,  August  19. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  August  11. 

To  Choctaw  Interpreter,  August  20. 

From  Wm.  Huling,  July  23. 

From  commanding  officer  Fort  Stoddard,  August  1. 
To  Colonel  Daniel  Burnet,  August  22. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  August  22. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  September  1. 

To  Postmaster  General,  September  6. 

To  Peter  Walker,  September  9. 

To  Samuel  Brooks,  September  9. 

To  Major  John  Collier,  September  9. 

To  Nathaniel  Christmas,  September  9. 

To  Richard  Lee,  September  10. 

From  Secretary  of  State,  July  26. 

Answer  of  Governor,  September  12. 

To  persons  claiming  lands  in  Mississippi  Territory. 
To  Peter  Walker,  September  14. 

To  Captain  James  Hoggatt,  September  15. 

From  Secretary  of  War,  July  28. 

Answer  of  Governor,  September  17. 

To  Mathew  Tierney,  September  19. 

Instructions  to  County  Clerks. 

From  David  Roan,  August  13. 

Answer  of  Governor,  September  21. 

List  of  appointments,  October  1. 

From  General  Wilkinson,  September  18. 

Answer  of  Governor,  October  3. 

From  Colonel  John  McKee,  September  12. 

To  Colonel  Daniel  Burnet,  October  3. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  October  4. 

To  Samuel  Mitchell,  October  11. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  October  5. 

From  John  Wingate,  August  24. 

From  Silas  Dinsmore,  September  9. 

Report  of  D.  and  W.  Lattimore,  October  1. 

Answer  of  Governor,  October  5. 

From  J.  E.  Trask,  October  9. 

To  David  Berry,  October  13. 

Talk  of  Governor  to  Choctaw  Indians,  October  13. 
To  Judge  Seth  Lewis,  October  19. 

Warrant  on  Treasurer,  October  19. 


■ 
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To  Secretary  of  War,  October  20. 

Bill  of  exchange,  October  20. 

From  Wm.  E.  Huling,  October  18. 

Answer  of  Governor,  October  28. 

To  Governor-General  Province  of  Louisiana,  October  28. 

To  James  Madison,  October  29. 

To  James  Madison,  November  5. 

To  James  Madison,  November  6. 

To  James  Madison,  November  6. 

From  Secretary  of  War,  January  9. 

Answer  of  Governor,  November  10. 

To  Silas  Dinsmore,  November  11. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  November  16. 

From  Secretary  of  War,  September  10. 

From  Secretary  of  War,  September  11. 

From  Secretary  of  War,  September  14. 

Answer  of  Governor,  November  16. 

From  General  James  Wilkinson,  November  11. 

To  James  Madison  November  24. 

To  James  Madison,  November  25. 

From  Manuel  de  Salcedo,  November  30. 

Address  of  Governor  to  Legislature,  December  9. 

To  Wm.  Brooks,  December  11. 

Remission  of  fine,  December  10. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  December  11. 

Bill  of  Exchange,  December  11. 

'From  the  Legislature,  December  13. 

To  Judge  Seth  Lewis,  December  10. 

To  Wm.  Scott,  December  18. 

To.  Abner  L.  Duncan,  December  18. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  December  21. 

To  James  Madison,  December  24. 

To  General  Wilkinson,  December  24. 

1803. 

To  James  Madison,  January  3. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  January  3. 

From  Gideon  Granger,  November  12,  1802. 

From  David  Rawn,  December  4. 

From  James  Madison,  November  29. 

To  Wm.  E.  Huling,  January  12. 

Translation  of  Royal  Order  for  delivery  of  Province  of  Louisiana  to 
France  by  the  King  of  Spain,  July  30,  1802. 

From  Wm.  E.  Huling,  December  24,  1802. 

Answer  of  Governor,  January  13. 

From  Secretary  of  War,  December  6,  1802. 
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Answer  of  Governor,  January  17. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  January  19. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  January  19. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  January  20. 

From  General  Wilkinson,  January  23. 

Answer  of  Governor,  January  29. 

To  James  Madison,  January  28. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  January  31. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  February  15. 

From  General  James  Wilkinson,  February  18. 
From  General  James  Wilkinson,  February  18. 
Answer  of  Governor,  February  23. 

From  James  Madison,  January  17. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  March  3. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  March  2. 

To  Win.  E.  Ruling,  March  4. 

To  James  Madison,  March  5. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  March  7. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  March  9. 

Remission  of  fine,  March  9. 

Appointments  for  Washington  County,  March  12. 
To  James  Madison,  March  15. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  March  17. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  March  17. 

Appointments  for  city  of  Natchez,  March  19. 
Appointments  for  Adams  County,  March  25. 
From  Janies  Madison,  February  14. 

Answer  of  Governor,  March  27. 


Contents  of  Executive  Journal  of  Governor  William  C.  C.  Claiborne. 
November  19,  1803,  to  October  1,  1804. 

1803. 

To  James  Madison,  November  18. 

To  Daniel  Clark,  November  18. 

To  M.  Laussat,  November  18. 

To  Albert  Gallatin,  November  18. 

To  James  Madison,  November  18. 

To  James  Madison,  November  18. 

To  James  Madison,  Secretary  of  State,  November  19. 

To  Daniel  Clark,  November  21. 

To  Daniel  Clark,  November  22. 

To  James  Madison,  November  26. 

To  James  Madison,  November  29. 
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To  James  Madison,  November  30. 

To  James  Madison,  December  1. 

To  James  Madison,  December  2. 

To  James  Madison,  December  4. 

To  James  Madison,  December  6. 

To  James  Madison,  December  7. 

To  James  Madison,  December  8. 

To  James  Madison,  December  20. 

The  above  letters  are  very  valuable  documents  and  deal  with  the 
preparations  of  Governor  Claiborne,  as  one  of  the  commissioners  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  to  go  to  New  Orleans  to  receive  the  Louisiana 
Purchase  from  France. 

Proclamation  of  Governor  Claiborne  as  Governor-General  and  Intend- 
ant  of  the  Province  of  Louisiana,  December  20. 

Address  of  Governor  Claiborne  delivered  to  the  people  of  New  Orleans, 
December  20. 

Circular  letter  to  the  Governors  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  December  20. 

Relating  to  notaries  public,  December  23. 

Proclamation,  December  24. 

To  James  Madison,  December  27. 

Pardon  of  John  Quarles,  etc.,  December  28. 

An  ordinance,  December  30. 

Regulations  relating  to  shipping,  December  29. 

1804. 

To  James  Madison,  January  2. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  January  10. 

To  Julian  Poidras,  January  14. 

To  M.  Bore,  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  January  15. 

An  ordinance,  January  16. 

To  James  Madison,  January  17. 

An  ordinance  by  the  Governor,  Thos.  H.  Williams,  Private  Secretary, 
January  19. 

An  ordinance  by  the  Governor,  Thos.  H.  Williams,  Private  Secretary, 
January  20. 

To  officer  commanding  French  Brigade,  January  20. 

Governor’s  order,  January  22. 

To  Postmaster,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  January  24. 

To  James  Madison,  January  24. 

To  Captain  Amos  Stoddard,  January  24. 

To  Don  Juan  Ventura  Moralles,  January  26. 

To  M.  Bore,  Mayor,  New  Orleans,  January  28. 

General  military  orders,  January  28. 

To  James  Madison,  January  31. 

To  Henry  Dearborne,  Secretary  of  War,  January  31. 
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General  military  orders,  February  2. 

To  James  Madison,  February  4. 

To  Beverly  Chew,  February  4. 

An  ordinance,  February  5. 

To  Captain  Lewis  Deblanc,  February  5. 

To  James  Madison,  February  6. 

To  Major  F.  L.  Claiborne,  February  7. 

To  Major  F.  L.  Claiborne,  February  7. 

To  M.  Bore,  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  February  8. 

Order  by  the  Governor,  February  8. 

Dr.  Watkins,  February  9. 

Order  by  the  Governor,  February  9. 

To  A.  D.  Tureand  and  Sami.  Winters,  February  9. 

To  M.  Bore,  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  February  12. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  February  13. 

To  James  Madison,  February  13. 

To  Henry  Dearborne,  February  16. 

To  Governor  Folch,  February  17. 

To  Gideon  Granger,  February  18. 

To  James  Madison,  February  18. 

To  James  Madison,  February  18. 

To  James  Madison,  February  20. 

To  Don  Juan  Ventura  Moralles,  February  20. 

Form  of  passport,  February  21. 

Proclamation,  February  21. 

Proclamation,  February  21. 

An  ordinance,  February  25. 

Proclamation,  February  26. 

To  Julian  Poydras,  February  25. 

To  Captain  Edward  D.  Turner,  February  25. 

To  James  Madison,  February  26. 

To  Major  F.  L.  Claiborne,  February  26. 

An  ordinance,  February  27. 

To  Colonel  Cato  West,  February  27. 

To  officer  commanding  at  Balize,  February  28. 

To  officer  commanding  at  Bayou  St  Jean,  February  29. 
An  ordinance,  March  1. 

To  Mayor,  New  Orleans,  March  1. 

To  Mayor,  New  Orleans,  March  1. 

Order  of  the  Governor,  March  1. 

To  Beverly  Chew,  March  2. 

John  Watkins  to  Governor  Claiborne,  February  2. 

To  James  Madison,  March  1. 

To  James  Madison,  March  2. 

An  ordinance.  March  3. 

To  Governor  Folch,  March  7. 

To  Joseph  Chambers,  March  8. 
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To  James  Madison,  March  9. 

To  James  Madison,  March  10. 

To  James  Madison,  March  10. 

Citizens  of  Washington  to  Governor  Claiborne,  February  29. 

Answer  of  Governor  Claiborne,  March  8. 

An  ordinance,  March  12. 

An  ordinance,  March  13. 

An  ordinance,  March  15. 

To  M.  Laussat,  Commissioner  of  France,  March  15. 

To  M.  Debatour,  March  15. 

Letter  from  Governor  Folch,  March  15. 

To  James  Madison,  March  15. 

To  James  Madison  March  16. 

To  James  Madison,  March  16. 

Letter  to  Governor,  March  13. 

Letter  to  Governor,  March  13. 

To  M.  Bellechasse,  March  17. 

To  M.  Bore,  Mayor,  New  Orleans,  March  19. 

To  M.  Bore,  Mayor,  New  Orleans,  March  20. 

To  Joseph  Chambers,  March  21. 

To  M.  Bellechasse,  March  22. 

To  Mr.  St.  Arward,  March  22. 

From  Henry  Dearborne,  Secretary  of  War,  to  Governor,  February  20. 
To  James  Madison,  February  20. 

To  Gideon  Granger,  February  20. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  March  22. 

To  Henry  Dearborne,  March  22. 

To  James  Madison,  March  24. 

Extract  of  letter  to  Postmaster-General,  March  24. 

To  Beverly  Chew,  March  24. 

To  Colonel  Cato  West,  March  24. 

To  Albert  Gallatin,  Secretary-Treasurer,  March  25. 

To  M.  Laussat,  March  26. 

To  M.  Laussat,  March  26. 

Protest  against  French  Privateer  La  Coquette,  March  28. 

To  Marquis  De  Caso  Calvo,  March  28. 

From  James  Wilkinson  to  Governor,  March  26. 

To  Major  D’Oseir,  March  30. 

To  Commandants  of  Districts,  March  28. 

To  Mayor  and  Municipality  of  New  Orleans,  March  31. 

To  Mayor  and  Municipality  of  New  Orleans,  March  31. 

To  James  Madison,  March  31. 

To  Albert  Gallatin,  April  1. 

To  Thomas  Villanuiva,  April  2. 

To  Antonie  St.  Amard,  April  2. 

To  Joseph  L’Andry,  April  3. 

To  Miquell  Cantrell,  April  3. 
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To  M.  Bore,  Mayor,  New  Orleans,  April  3. 

To  James  Madison,  April  3. 

From  Henry  Dearborn,  March  2. 

To  M.  Bore,  March  6. 

To  Julian  Poydras,  April  6. 

To  James  Madison,  April  7. 

To  James  Madison,  April  8. 

From  the  nuns  of  the  Convent  of  St.  Ursula.  An  address  in  poetry 
delivered  in  the  Convent,  with  reply  of  Governor  Claiborne,  April  8. 

To  Edward  Mueillon,  April  9. 

To  James  Madison,  April  9. 

To  James  Madison,  April  10. 

To  M.  Bore,  April  10. 

To  James  Madison,  April  10. 

To  James  Madison,  April  n. 

To  Mr.  Antoine,  April  13. 

To  M.  Laussat,  April  13. 

From  James  Madison,  March  13. 

From  Henry  Dearborn,  March  9. 

To  James  Madison,  April  13. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  April  14. 

To  James  Madison,  April  14. 

To  M.  Laussat,  April  14. 

To  M.  Laussat,  April  14. 

To  William  Cooper,  April  14. 

To  James  Madison,  April  14. 

To  M.  Laussat,  April  14. 

From  the  scholars  of  Abbe  Roland’s  Academy,  delivered  in  the  Gov- 
ernment House,  with  reply  of  Governor  Claiborne,  April  15. 

To  Thomas  Villaneuva,  April  17. 

To  James  Wilkinson,  April  18. 

To  Peter  Singer,  April  19. 

To  M.  Bore,  April  19. 

To  M.  Bore,  April  19. 

To  Francis  Rivas,  April  20. 

To  Joseph  Lebudrv,  April  20. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  April  20. 

To  James  Madison,  April  21. 

To  Cato  West,  April  21. 

To  Thomas  Villaneuva,  April  24. 

Address  from  the  people  of  Wilkinson  County  to  Governor  Claiborne, 
March  18. 

Reply  of  the  Governor,  April  23. 

To  M.  Bore. 

To  Captain  Davis,  April  25. 

To  Captain  Boyer,  April  25. 

An  ordinance,  April  27. 
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To  Thomas  Jefferson,  April  27. 

To  James  Madison,  April  27. 

From  Thomas  Jefferson,  March  18. 

To  M.  Bore,  May  2. 

From  James  Madison,  February  6. 

From  James  Madison,  April  2. 

To  James  Madison,  May  3. 

To  Mr.  St.  Amand,  May  3. 

To  Francis  Connell,  May  3. 

To  Mr.  Cantrell,  May  3. 

To  Major  King,  May  3. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  May  5. 

To  Albert  Gallatin,  May  5. 

To  Edward  D.  Turner,  May  6. 

To  Thomas  Villaneuva,  May  7. 

To  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  May  7. 

To  James  Madison,  May  8. 

A decree  of  the  Governor,  May  7. 

To  Captain  Cooper,  May  9. 

To  Henry  Hopkins,  May  9. 

To  James  Madison,  May  jo. 

To  Joseph  Lebudry,  May  io. 

To  M.  Bore,  May  10. 

To  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  May  10. 

From  James  Madison,  April  9. 

Extract  from  decree  of  King  of  France,  April  21,  1704. 
To  James  Madkon,  May  10. 

To  M.  Baudir,  May  12. 

To  Edward  D.  Turner,  May  13. 

To  James  Madison,  May  13. 

To  Lieutenant  Bowmar,  May  14.’ 

To  James  Madison,  May  14. 

To  Lieutenant  Bowmar,  May  15. 

To  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  May  16. 

To  Henry  Hopkins,  May  18. 

To  Captain  Cooper,  May  19. 

To  James  Madison,  May  20. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  May  20. 

To  M.  Bore,  May  21. 

An  ordinance,  May  21. 

To  Henry  Hopkins,  May  21.  ^ 

From  the  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  May  22. 

To  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  May  22. 

To  Albert  Gallatin,  May  23. 

To  Don  Juan  Ventura  Morales,  May  23. 

To  James  Madison,  May  24. 

To  James  Madison,  May  24. 
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To  the  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  May  25. 

To  Bernard  Genois,  May  26. 

To  the  Syndic  of  the  Bayou  of  St.  John,  May  26. 
To  Mr.  St.  Amand,  May  28. 

To  the  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  May  28. 

To  the  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  May  29. 

To  Henry  Hopkins,  May  29. 

To  James  Madison,  May  29. 

To  Captain  Cooper,  May  29. 

To  Captain  Cooper,  May  29. 

To  James  Madison,  May  25. 

To  Thomas  Jefferson,  May  29. 

From  James  Madison,  May  1. 

To  James  Madison,  May  30. 

From  Vincenti  Folch,  May  1. 

To  Governor  Folch,  June  2. 

To  James  Madison,  June  2. 

To  Thomas  Jefferson,  June  3. 

To  James  Madison,  June  3. 

To  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  June  5. 

To  Mr.  St.  Amand,  June  6. 

To  the  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  June  6. 

An  ordinance,  June  6. 

To  James  Madison,  June  7. 

To  James  Madison,  June  9. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  June  9. 

To  Edmund  Muiellon,  June  9. 

To  Mr.  Blanque,  June  12. 

To  James  Pitot,  June  12. 

From  Patrick  Welsh,  June  12. 

To  Rev.  Patrick  Welsh,  June  13. 

To  James  Pitot,  June  14. 

To  Albert  Gallatin,  June  14. 

From  Gideon  Granger,  April  12. 

To  Thomas  Jefferson,  June  15. 

To  Notaries  Public  of  New  Orleans,  June  15. 

To  James  Pitot,  June  16. 

To  Colonel  Freeman,  June  16. 

To  James  Madison,  June  16. 

To  Gideon  Granger,  June  17. 

An  ordinance,  June  18. 

To  Captain  Turner,  June  19. 

To  M.  Fortier,  June  22. 

To  James  Madison,  June  22. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  June  22. 

To  Peter  Pedesclaux,  June  16. 

To  Thomas  Jefferson,  June  26. 
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To  Amos  Stoddart,  June  26. 

To  Lieutenant  Bowman,  June  27. 

To  James  Madison,  June  27. 

From  Governor  Folch,  June  14. 

To  Governor  Folch,  June  28. 

To  James  Madison,  June  28. 

To  the  Superior  of  the  Ursuline  Convent,  June  28. 
To  Rev.  Mr.  Walsh,  June  28. 

To  James  Pitot,  July  1. 

To  James  Madison,  July  1. 

To  James  Madison,  July  3. 

To  James  Madison,  July  5. 

From  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies,  May  19. 

To  James  Madison,  July  7. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  July  7. 

To  Colonel  Bellechasse,  July  7. 

To  James  Pitot,  July  9. 

General  orders,  July  12. 

To  Captain  Nicoll,  July  12. 

To  Charles  D.  Lateur,  July  12. 

To  James  Madison,  July  12. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  July  12. 

To  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  July  13. 

To  Tenche  Coxe,  July  13. 

To  James  Madison,  July  14. 

To  James  Madison,  July  15. 

To  Colonel  Freeman,  July  16. 

An  ordinance,  July  16. 

To  the  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  July  17. 

To  Colonel  Freeman,  July  17. 

To  the  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  July  18. 

To  Captain  Johnson,  July  18. 

To  Colonel  Freeman,  July  19. 

An  ordinance,  July  21. 

To  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  July  21. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  July  23. 

To  James  Pitot,  July  23. 

To  James  Pitot,  July  25. 

To  Captain  Nicoll,  July  25. 

To  James  Pitot,  July  25. 

To  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  July  25. 

To  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  July  25. 

To  James  Madison,  July  25. 

To  James  Madison,  July  25. 

To  Francis  Connell,  July  26. 

To  James  Madison,  July  26. 

To  the  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  July  27. 


193 


To  James  Madison,  July  27. 

To  Henry  Hopkins,  July  28. 

To  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  July  28. 

To  James  Pitot,  July  28. 

To  Thomas  Villaneuva,  July  29. 

From  James  Madison,  June  19. 

From  James  Madison,  June  26. 

To  James  Madison,  July  30. 

To  Henry  Hopkins,  July  31. 

To  Henry  Hopkins,  August  1. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  August  1. 

To  James  Madison,  August  1. 

To  Edward  D.  Turner,  August  1. 

To  Captain  Davis,  August  3. 

To  Lewis  Kerr,  August  4. 

To  James  Madison,  August  4. 

To  Julian  Poydras,  August  6. 

To  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo. 

To  Governor  Folch,  August  7. 

To  James  Madison,  August  9. 

To  James  Pitot,  August  10. 

To  Edward  D.  Turner,  August  10. 

To  General  Wilkinson,  August  10. 

To  James  Madison,  August  9. 

To  James  Madison,  August  25. 

From  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  August  11. 

To  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  August  27. 

To  Civil  Commandants  in  Louisiana,  August  28. 
To  Cato  West,  August  29. 

To  James  Madison,  August  30. 

To  Julian  Poydras,  August  30. 

To  James  Madison,  August  30. 

To  Albert  Gallatin,  August  31. 

To  James  Madison,  September  1. 

To  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  September  i.- 
To  James  Pitot,  September  1. 

To  James  Pitot,  September  3. 

From  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  September  2. 

To  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  September  4. 

From  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  September  5. 

To  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  September  5. 

To  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  September  6. 

To  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  September  7. 

To  James  Madison,  September  8. 

To  James  Madison.  September  8. 

To  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  September  13. 
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To  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  September  13. 

From  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  September  13. 

An  ordinance,  September  7. 

To  Marquis  De  Casa  Calvo,  September  16. 

To  Civil  Commandants  of  Louisiana,  September  16. 

To  James  Madison,  September  17. 

General  orders,  September  20. 

To  James  Madison,  September  10. 

To  James  Madison,  September  21. 

General  orders,  September  22. 

To  James  Madison,  September  23. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  September  24. 

To  James  Madison,  September  25. 

To  Edward  Turner,  September  28. 

To  Edward  Turner,  September  28. 

To  James  Madison,  October  1. 

The  following  appears  on  the  last  page  of  the  Journal : “This  ends  the 
proceedings  of  the  temporary  government  of  Louisiana.” 


Executive  Journal  of  Governor  William  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

May  4,  1805,  to  February  13,  1806. 

1805. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Major  Claiborne,  May  4. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  May  4. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  May  4. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  May  5. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Stephen  Zackery,  Esq.,  May  7. 

To  Governor  Claiborne  from  Wm.  D.  Nicholson,  May  7. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Captain  Tarver,  May  7. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  John  W.  Alexander,  May  7. 

Translated  letter  from  the  Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo  to  the  Governor- 
General  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  May  6. 

From  to  Governor  Claiborne,  April  22. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  the  Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo,  May  6. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Governor  Williams,  May  6. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Mr.  . May  6. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Judge  Collins,  May  9. 

Governor  Claiborne  to*  the  sheriffs  in  Territory  (circular).  May  9. 
Governor  Claiborne  (note),  witnessed  by  Thomas  S.  Kennedy  and 
George  W.  Morgan,  May  9. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Pitot,  Esq.,  May  10. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison.  May  10. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  William  B.  Shields,  May  10. 
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Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  May  13. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Pitot,  May  13. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Freeman,  May  13. 
Pardon,  May  13. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Freeman,  May  14. 
Dom  A.  Hall  to  Governor  Claiborne,  May  13. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Secretary  of  State,  May  16. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  May  29. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Joseph  Landy,  May  20. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  May  31. 

From  Judge  Hall  to  Governor  Claiborne,  June  1. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Colonel  Freeman,  June  1. 

Colonel  Freeman  to  Governor  Claiborne,  June  2. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Colonel  Freeman,  June  3. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Henry  Dearborn,  June  3. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  June  3. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Henry  Dearborn,  June  3. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Henry  Dearborn,  June  4. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Colonel  Freeman,  June  5. 

Colonel  Freeman  to  Governor  Claiborne,  June  5. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Colonel  Freeman,  June  5. 

Dom  A.  Hall  to  Governor  Claiborne,  June  5. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Judge  Hall,  June  6. 

Dom  A.  Hall  to  Governor  Claiborne,  June  6. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  June  6. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  June  6. 

Governor  of  Territory  of  Orleans  to  Colonel  Freeman,  June  6. 
Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  June  6. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Postmaster-General,  June  7. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Pitot,  June  6. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Lady  Abbess,  June  6. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  June  9. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Dr.  I.  Sibley,  June  10. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Secretary  of  Treasury,  June  10. 
Accounts  submitted  to  Treasury  Department,  June  10. 
Governor  Claiborne  to  Mr.  Howard,  June  12. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Colonel  Freeman,  June  12. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Colonel  Freeman,  June  12. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Colonel  Freeman,  June  12. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  M.  Andry,  June  12. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Colonel  Freeman,  June  13. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Colonel  Freeman,  June  13. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Colonel  Freeman,  June  13. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Colonel  Freeman,  June  13. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Colonel  Freeman,  June  14. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  June  17. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Postmaster-General,  June  17. 
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From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Pitot,  June  16. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Pitot,  June  20. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Colonel  Freeman,  June  20. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Colonel  Freeman,  June  20. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Colonel  Freeman,  June  21. 

From  Constant  Freeman  to  Governor  Claiborne,  June  21. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Colonel  Freeman,  June  22. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Colonel  Freeman,  June  22. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  June  26. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Legislative  Council  (message),  June  22. 
From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Judge  of  German  Coast  County,  June  29. 
From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Pitot,  July  1. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Pitot,  July  3. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Legislative  Council  (speech),  July  3. 

From  Daniel  Carmicke  to  Governor  Claiborne,  July  4. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  July  5. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  July  5. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  July  6. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  John  Sibley,  July  8. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Mr.  H.  Amand,  July  9. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Manuel  Andry,  July  0. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  the  Judge  of  German  Coast  Co.,  July  9. 
From  Governor  Claiborne  to  the  Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo,  July  11. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  July  12. 

From  Patrick  Walsh  to  Governor  Claiborne,  July  11. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Mr.  Walsh,  July  12. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  the  Commandant  of  La  Fourche,  July  13. 
From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  July  14 
From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Secretary  of  State,  July  15. 

From  the  Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo  to  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans,  July  15. 

From  the  Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo  to  Governor  Claiborne,  July  16. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Marquis  Casa  Calvo,  July  16. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison.  July  22. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  July  22. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  July  22. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  the  Collector  of  Baltimore,  July  23. 

From  John  W.  Gurley  to  Governor  Claiborne,  July  22. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  M.  Coutrelle.  July  23. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Mayor  of  Orleans,  July  24. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Mayor  of  Orleans.  July  24. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Mayor  of  Orleans,  July  24. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Pitot.  July  24. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  John  B.  MacCarty,  July  26. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  July  27. 

From  the  Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo  to  Governor  Claiborne,  July  26. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Marquis  Casa  Calvo,  July  26. 
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From  Governor  Claiborne  to  John  Gurley,  July  26. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  July  29. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  William  Dunbar,  July  29. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Secretary  of  State,  July  30. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  John  Watkins,  August  2. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Secretary  of  War,  August  2. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Secretary  of  State,  August  3. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo,  August  3. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Secretary  of  State,  August  3. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  John  Watkins,  August  3. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Secretary  of  State,  August  3. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  August  4. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  H.  Dearborn,  August  5. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  August  5. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  August  6. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Albert  Gallatin,  August  7. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  August  7.  * 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo,  August  6. 

From  Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo  to  Governor  Claiborne, . 

From  Peter  Cevallos  to  Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo,  January  17. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  August  9. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Governor  Folch,  August  9. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  August  ip. 

From  Marquis  Casa  Calvo  to  Governor  Claiborne,  . 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Marquis  Casa  Calvo,  August  9. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Judge  of  the  County  of  Natchitoches,  Aug- 
ust 11. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  August  II. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  August  12. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Colonel  Freeman,  August  14. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Lewis  Kerr,  Esq.,  August  14. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Casa  Calvo,  August  14. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Freeman,  August  15. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  August  16. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madisbn,  August  16. 

From  the  Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo  to  Governor  Claiborne,  August  12. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Albert  Gallatin,  Esq.,  August  17. 

From  Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo  to  Governor  Claiborne,  August  17. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Marquis  Casa  Calvo,  August  17. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  August  17. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Colonel  Freeman,  August  18. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Blaze  Anas,  Esq.,  August  18. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  John  Watkins,  August  18. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  August  20. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Casa  Calvo.  August  21. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  August  23. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  August  26. 
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From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  August  27. 

From  Henry  Hopkins  to  John  Graham,  August  29. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  William  Wilson,  September  9. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Doctor  Sibley,  September  9. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  September  9. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Henry  Dearborn,  Esq.,  September  9. 
From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  September  9. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Albert  Gallatin,  September  13. 

Estimate  of  expenses  of  the  Government  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 


From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  September  26. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  September  27. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  October  5. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Dr.  John  Sibley,  October  8. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Henry  Dearborn,  October  10. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  October  10. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Robert  Williams,  Esq.,  October  10. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Captain  Edward  D.  Turner,  October  14. 
From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  October  14. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  General  James  Wilkinson,  October  14. 
From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  October  15. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Marquis  Casa  Calvo,  October  x6. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Gideon  Granger,  Esq.,  October  17. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  October  16. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Freeman,  October  18. 
From  Governor  Claiborne  to  John  Ventura  Moralis,  October  22. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  William  Dunbar,  Esq.,  October  23. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  October  23. 

A list  of  buildings  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  • . 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  October  24. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Robert  Williams,  Esq.,  October  24. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Henry  Dearborn,  October  24. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  October  30. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Robert  Williams,  Esq.,  October  30. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Henry  Dearborn,  October  30. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Dr.  John  Sibley.  October  30. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  John  Watkins,  Esq.,  October  31. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  October  31. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Governor  Folch,  October  31. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  October  31. 

From  Governor  Claiborne,  address  to  House  of  Representatives,  No- 
vember 4- 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  November  5. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  November  6. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Henry  Dearborn,  November  7. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Janies  Madison,  November  8. 


199 


From  Governor  Gaiborne  to  the  Officer  Commanding  at  Plaquemines, 
November  n. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  November  12. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  November  13. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Dr.  John  Sibley,  November  14. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  John  C.  Kerr,  November  14. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Robert  Smith,  November  14. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  November  20. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  November  22. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esq.,  November  22. 
From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Colonel  Henry  Hopkins,  November  24. 
From  Governor  Claiborne,  extract  of  letter,  November  25. 

1806. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Colonel  Freeman, . 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  John  V.  Morales,  January  11. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Captain  Geo.  T.  Ross,  January  12. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  John  V.  Morales,  January  12. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Major  Porter,  January  12. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  January  12. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  January  13. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Henry  Dearborn,  January  15. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Edward  Turner,  January  16. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Governor  Wiliiams,  January  16. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Major  Du  Bourg,  January  17. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  January  21. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  January  23. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  January  24. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Colonel  Don  Jose  Martinez,  January  25. 
From  Governor  Claiborne  to  John  V.  Morales,  January  25. 

From  Governor  Claiborne,  permit,  January  27. 

From  Governor  Claiborne,  permit,  January  27. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  John  V.  Moralis,  January  27. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  January  28. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  January  29. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  January  30. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Moris  Desforques,  January  30. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison.  January  30. 

From  Governor  Claiborne,  part  of  letter,  January  30. 

From  Governor  Claiborne,  part  of  letter,  February  1. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Henry  Dearborn.  February  — . 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Colonel  Orosa  Sargento.  February  3. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  M.  Fromentins,  February  5. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Marquis  of  Ca<a  Calvo,  February  6. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo.  February  6. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  February  6. 


' 
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From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  February  7. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo,  February  8. 
From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo,  February  8. 
From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo,  February  11. 
From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  February  12. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Henry  Dearborn,  February  12. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  William  Dearborn,  February  12. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Marquis  Casa  Calvo,  February  12. 
From  Governor  Claiborne,  permit,  February  12. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  James  Madison,  February  13. 

From  Governor  Claiborne  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  February  13. 
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APPENDIX  VIII. 


Executive  Journal  of  Governor  Robert  Williams , from  March  I,  1805,  to 

April  21,  1806. 

1805. 

Commission  from  President  Jefferson,  March  1. 

Oath  of  office  before  Judge  Thomas  Rodney,  May  10. 

To  Cato  West,  May  14. 

To  Cato  West,  May  16. 

Statement  from  Park  Walton,  May  16. 

To  James  Madison. 

Order  on  Auditor,  May  15. 

To  W.  C.  C.  Claiborne,  May  22. 

Proclamation,  May  29. 

To  George  Poindexter,  June  6. 

To  Thomas  Jefferson,  June  8. 

To  Charles  de  Grand  Pre,  June  10. 

To  James  Madison,  June  14. 

To  Charles  B.  Howell,  June  15. 

Message  to  General  Assembly,  July  1. 

Message  to  General  Assembly,  July  9. 

To  Cato  West,  July  17. 

To  John  Shaw,  July  20. 

To  the  Legislatve  Council,  July  22. 

To  John  Shaw,  July  22. 

Message  to  the  General  Assembly,  July  23. 

Message  to  the  General  Assembly,  July  25. 

To  Cato  West,  July  30. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  August  3. 

To  Elisha  Huston,  August  9. 

To  James  Madison,  August  9. 

To  James  Madison,  August  17. 

To  Jacob  Stampley,  July  22. 

To  Eli  K.  Ross.  July  22. 

To  Richard  Sparks,  September  9. 

To  Charles  de  Grand  Pre,  September  9. 

To  W.  Wilson,  September  9. 
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To  James  Madison,  September  14. 

To  Daniel  Keith,  September  20. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  September  14. 

To  Joseph  Johnson,  September  21. 

To  Richard  Sparks,  September  23. 

To  Judge  Rodney,  September  23. 

To  James  Madison,  October  1. 

To  Charles  de  Grand  Pre,  September  30. 

To  Andrew  Marschalk,  October  1. 

Writ  of  election,  October  3. 

To  Charles  de  Grand  Pre,  October  12. 

To  John  Foster,  October  15. 

To  James  Madison,  November  4. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  November  4. 

To  James  Madison,  November  12. 

To  Charles  de  Grand  Pre,  November  15. 

Proclamation,  November  18. 

To  Israel  Briggs,  November  19. 

To  William  Lattimore,  November  19. 

To  John  Burnet,  November  20. 

To  James  Madison,  November  20. 

Message  to  the  Legislature,  December  2. 

Message  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  December  3. 

Message  to  the  Legislature,  December  12. 

Message  to  the  Legislature,  December  18. 

To  Charles  de  Grand  Pre,  December  19. 

General  orders,  September  9. 

Attorneys  admitted  to  practice  law  in  Mississippi  Territory  from  July 
9,  to  December  2,  1805. 

1806. 

Certificate  of  Territorial  Secretary,  January  1. 

To  Samuel  Brooks,  January  5. 

To  James  Madison,  January  14. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  January  27. 

To  John  Ellis,  January  27. 

To  President  of  Natchez  Hospital,  February  8. 

To  Thomas  H.  Williams,  February  10. 

To  Everard  Green,  March  17. 

To  William  Neely,  March  19. 

To  James  Mitchell,  March  19. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  March  25. 

To  James  Madison.  March  25. 

To  Joseph  Chambers,  March  27. 

To  James  Madison,  March  29. 

To  James  Madison,  April  1. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  April  1. 
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To  James  Madison,  April  7. 

To  Charles  de  Grand  Pre,  April  8. 

To  Robert  H.  Morrow,  April  10. 

To  Robert  H.  Morrow,  April  10. 

To  Robert  H.  Morrow,  April  15. 

To  Thomas  Fitzpatrick,  April  16. 

To  John  F.  Carmichael,  April  16. 

To  Harry  Toulmin,  April  16. 

Appointment  of  Harry  Toulmin  to  codify  the  Territorial  Laws,  April 
16. 

,To  Albert  Gallatin,  April  14. 

To  Thomas  H.  Williams,  April  21. 

Note — In  the  letter  above  to  Thomas  H.  Williams,  Territorial  Secre- 
tary, Governor  Williams  notifies  him  of  his  purpose  to  leave  for  North 
Carolina  on  that  date,  leaving  Secretary  Williams  as  Acting  Governor. 

Executive  Journal  of  Acting  Governor,  Thomas  H.  Williams,  from 
April  24  to  June  6,  1806. 

To  Citizen  Martel,  April  24. 

To  John  Caller,  May  1. 

Attorneys  admitted  to  practice  law  in  Mississippi  Territory  from  Jan- 
uary to  May,  1806. 

To  James  Madison,  June  2. 

Note — Cowles  Mead  had  been  appointed  Secretary  of  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, January  21,  1806.  He  assumed  his  duties  as  Secretary  and  Acting 
Governor  June  6,  1806. 


Executive  Journal  of  Acting  Governor  Cowles  Mead , from  June  6,  1806, 
to  January  27,  1807. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  June  6. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  June  12. 

To  James  Madison,  June  12. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  June  22. 

To  Captain  Swain,  June  22. 

To  Colonel  Collier,  June  22. 

To  John  Pytchlyn,  June  22. 

To  Governor  Grand  Pre,  June  26. 

To  James  Madison,  June  27. 

To  D.  W.  Breazeale,  July  10. 

Certificate  ot  Secretary,  July  11. 

To  John  Collier,  July  14. 

To  Samuel  Brooks,  August  5. 

To  James  Madison,  August  7. 

General  orders,  August  18. 

To  William  Neely,  August  18. 

To  Thomas  Swain,  August  28. 
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To  John  Pytchlyn,  August  28. 

To  James  Madison,  September  6. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  September  7. 

To  James  Wilkinson,  September  9. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  September  10. 

General  orders,  September  8. 

To  Major  White,  September  10. 

Proclamation,  September  20. 

Governor  Grand  Pre,  September  23. 

General  orders,  September  25. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  September  26. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  October  7. 

To  Ferd.  L.  Claiborne,  October  2. 

General  orders,  October  2. 

To  John  Collier,  October  3. 

To  J.  F.  Carmichael,  October  3. 

General  orders,  October  4. 

To  John  Pytchlyn,  October  5. 

To  Major  White,  October  6. 

To  J.  F.  Charmichael,  October  6. 

General  orders,  October  8. 

To  Thomas  Hines,  October  9. 

To  Major  Scott,  October  10. 

To  Lieutenant  Sevier,  October  10. 

To  Captain  Stockett,  October  12. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  October  21. 

To  Robert  Semple,  October  24. 

To  Joshua  Baker,  October  27. 

To  Lieutenant  Sevier,  October  27. 

To  ],  F.  Carmichael,  October  27. 

To  Hugh  Davis,  October  27. 

To  Joseph  Johnson,  November  2. 

Charges  against  Major  J.  F.  Charmichael. 

To  County  Court  of  Adams  County,  November  8. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  November  10. 

To  James  Wilkinson,  November  13. 

Message  to  the  Legislature,  December  2. 

Confidential  message  to  the  Legislature,  December  15. 
Proclamation,  December  23. 

General  orders,  December  25. 

To  John  Collier,  December  29. 

1807. 

To  Colonel  Fitzpatrick.  January  12. 

To  Colonel  Fitzpatrick.  January  12. 

To  Colonel  Wooldridge,  January  12. 
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To  Joshua  Baker,  January  12. 

To  Colonel  Ellis,  January  12. 

To  Captain  Humphreys,  January  12. 

To  Colonel  Wooldridge,  January  12. 

To  John  Brandt,  January  12. 

Message  to  the  Legislature,  January  12. 

To  Captain  Baker,  January  13. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  January  13. 

To  Colonel  Fitzpatrick,  January  13. 

To  Major  Scott,  January  13. 

To  Commandant  of  Squadron  stationed  at  Point  Cupee,  January  14. 
To  Colonel  Wooldridge,  January  14. 

To  the  officer  commanding  Second  Regiment,  January  14. 

To  Colonel  A.  Burr,  January  15. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  January  19. 

Certificate  of  the  Secretary,  January  20. 

To  James  Wilkinson,  January  21. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  January  26. 

Note — Governor  Williams  returned  to  the  Territory  January  27,  1807, 
and  resumed  his  official  duties. 


Executive  Journal  of  Governor  Robert  Williams,  from  January  27,  1807, 

to  March  3,  1809. 

Message  to  the  Legislature,  January  28. 

Proclamation  for  the  arrest  of  Aaron  Burr,  February  6. 

To  Colonel  Aaron  Burr,  February  13. 

To  Edmund  P.  Gaines,  March  1. 

To  James  Wilkinson,  March  1. 

To  Silas  Dinsmore,  March  1. 

To  James  Madison,  March  1. 

To  Nicholas  Perkins,  March  1. 

To  Judge  Toulmin,  March  1. 

To  Andrew  Marschalk.  March  — . 

To  James  Wilkinson,  March  2. 

To  Governor  Claiborne,  March  2. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  March  20. 

To  Samuel  Brooks  and  F.  L.  Claiborne,  March  27. 

To  Louis  Evans,  March  28. 

To  Samuel  Brooks  and  F.  L.  Claiborne,  March  28. 

To  Louis  Evans,  March  29. 

To  Louis  Evans,  March  30. 

To  Captain  Jones,  April  1. 

To  Albert  Gallatin,  May  1. 

To  Colonel  Fitzpatrick.  February  10. 

To  F.  L.  Claiborne.  February  10. 
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To  Joshua  Baker,  May  7. 

To  Thomas  Jefferson,  May  11. 

Circular  letter  to  Commanders  of  the  Territorial  Militia,  May  18. 
To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  May  26. 

To  George  Hay,  May  26. 

To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  May  26. 

To  Cowles  Mead,  June  5. 

To  Cowles  Mead,  April  14. 

To  Cowles  Mead,  May  5. 

To  Colonel  Scott,  June  15. 

To  Andrew  Marschalk,  June  15. 

Certificate  of  Secretary,  July  16. 

To  Judge  Toulmin,  July  21. 

To  Joseph  P.  Kennedy,  July  21. 

To  James  Caller,  July  21. 

Writ  of  election,  July  25. 

To  William  Scott,  July  25. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  August  1. 

To  James  Madison,  August  1. 

To  William  T.  Voss,  August  6. 

To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  August  7. 

To  Thomas  Fitzpatrick,  August  13. 

To  Caesar  A.  Rodney,  August  14. 

To  William  Jones,  August  11. 

To  Robert  Tanner,  June  19. 

To  Benjamin  Watkins,  August  17. 

To  Ferd.  L.  Claiborne,  August  17. 

To  John  Smith,  August  24. 

To  Colonel  Kingsbury,  August  24. 

Writ  of  election,  August  24. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  August  24. 

To  Citizen  Jean  Vermonnet,  August  31. 

General  orders,  September  7. 

To  F.  L.  Claiborne,  September  12. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  September  21. 

Proclamation,  September  22. 

Proclamation.  September  22, 

To  the  Secretary  of  War.  September  24. 

To  Stephen  Neall,  September  24. 

To  Albert  Gallatin. 

To  the  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States,  September  28. 

To  the  Secretary  of  War,  September  28. 

To  George  Hay,  September  28. 

To  John  Steele,  September  30. 

To  Beverly  R.  Grayson,  October  S- 
To  James  Madison.  October  5- 
To  Andrew  Marschalk,  October  15. 
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To  Ferdinand  L.  Claiborne*  October  16. 

To  Abner  Green,  October  16. 

Writ  of  election,  October  19. 

To  House  of  Representatives,  November  9. 

To  John  Ellis,  November  9. 

Message  to  the  Legislature,  November  11. 

Writ  of  election,  November  19. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives,  December  14. 

Message  to  the  Legislature,  December  14. 

General  orders,  December  15. 

Message  to  the  Legislature,  December  22. 

To  Samuel  Brooks,  December  23. 

Message  to  the  Legislature,  December  24. 

1808.  • 

To  Harry  Toulmin,  January  23. 

To  the  Legislature,  February  — . 

To  Walter  Burling,  February  11. 

To  the  Secretary  of  War,  February  26. 

Message  to  the  Legislature,  March  1. 

Message  to  the  Legislature,  March  1. 

To  James  Madison,  March  8. 

To  Jacob  Kingsbury,  March  23. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  March  26. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  March  29. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  October  4. 

To  James  Madison. 

Governor  Williams’  commission  for  second  term,  March  14. 
Oath  of  office,  April  29. 

Certificate  of  Secretary,  July  1. 

To  Richard  Sparks,  August  8. 

To  John  J.  Jones,  August  11. 

To  Hugh  Davis,  August  11. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  August  12. 

To  Silas  Dinsmore,  August  15. 

To  Richard  Sparks,  August  15. 

To  Henry  Dearborn,  August  19. 

To  Ebenezer  Clapp,  August  18. 

To  Shadrick  Porter,  August  18. 

To  Albert  Gallatin,  August  28. 

Proclamation,  September  3. 

To  Richard  Sparks,  September  4. 

To  John  Pytchlinn,  September  4. 

To  John  Caller,  September  5. 

Proclamation,  September  3. 

General  orders,  September  5. 
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Circular  to  Tax  Collectors,  September  12. 

To  Thomas  H.  Cushing,  September  15. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives. 

General  orders,  October  4. 

To  Theodore  Stark,  October  7. 

To  Beverly  R.  Grayson,  October  7. 

To  Seth  Lewis,  October  4. 

Proclamation,  October  14. 

To  James  Madison,  October  14. 

To  Beverly  R.  Grayson,  October  15. 

General  orders,  October  17. 

To  Beverly  R.  Grayson,  October  18. 

To  James  Madison,  October  22. 

General  orders,  December  6. 

General  orders,  December  7. 

Proclamation,  December  13. 

To  James  Madison,  December  14. 

To  Albert  Gallatin,  December  14. 

To  Thomas  Freeman,  December  19. 

To  Stephen  Neal,  December  19. 

Proclamation,  December  19. 

To  Benjamin  Dent,  December  19. 

Call  for  session  of  the  Legislature,  December  27. 

1809. 

Certificate  of  Secretary,  January  1. 

General  orders,  January  16. 

General  orders,  January  28. 

General  orders,  February  15. 

Message  to  the  Legislature,  February  9. 

To  Andrew  Marschalk,  February  17. 

To  the  Legislature,  February  25. 

To  Danniel  Burnet,  February  28. 

To  John  W.  Winn,  March  3. 

To  the  Legislature,  March  3. 

Message  to  the  Legislature,  March  3. 

Note — Governor  Williams  resigned  the  office  of  Governor  of  Missis- 
sippi Territory  March  3,  1809,  and  dissolved  the  session  of  the  General  As- 
sembly on  the  same  day.  Secretary  Thomas  H.  Williams,  by  virtue  of  his 
office,  assumed  the  duties  of  Governor. 
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Executive  Journal  of  Acting  Governor  Thomas  H.  Williams,  from  March 

4.  to  July  i,  1809. 

To  Stephen  Neale,  March  17. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  March  17. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  April  1. 

To  James  Caller,  April  10. 

Proclamation,  April  10. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  April  19. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  April  24. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  April  24. 

To  Benjamin  Watkins,  April  24. 

To  James  Caller,  May  8. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  May  9. 

To  James  Lea,  May  21. 

To  W.  R.  Richards,  May  23. 

To  Nicholas  Perkins,  June  5. 

Proclamation,  June  5. 

To  Silas  Dinsmore,  June  6. 

To  Stephen  Neal,  June  14. 

To  William  Winston,  June  14. 

To  David  Berry,  June  21. 

Certificate  of  Secretary,  July  1. 

Note — David  Holmes  of  Virginia  was  appointed  by  President  Madison 
Governor  of  Mississippi  Territory  March  7,  1809.  He  arrived  at  Wash- 
ington between  the  1st  and  3d  of  July  and  assumed  the  duties  of  office. 


Executive  Journal  of  Governor  David  Holmes,  from  March  7,  1809,  to 

August  24,  1810. 

Commission  from  President  Madison,  March  7. 

Oath  of  office  before  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  March  9. 

Message  to  the  Legislature,  July  3. 

Message  to  the  Legislature,  July  4. 

General  orders,  July  6. 

To  James  Caller,  July  7. 

To  Seth  Lewis,  July  11. 

To  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  July  19. 

General  orders,  August  28. 

To  Colonel  Scott.  August  28. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  August  30. 

To  Amos  Stoddard,  September  1. 

To  William  Dickson,  September  8. 

To  Louis  Winston,  September  9. 
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To  Silas  Dinsmore,  September  19. 

To  Joseph  Johnston,  September  21. 

To  Edward  Randolph,  September  21. 

To  William  Connell,  September  21. 

To  Thomas  H.  Cushing,  September  21. 

To  Samuel  Stockett,  September  21. 

To  Thomas  H.  Cushing,  September  24. 

To  Samuel  Stockett,  September  24. 

To  David  Berry,  September  26. 

To  William  Connell,  September  29. 

To  Thomas  H.  Cushing,  September  29. 

Circular  letter  to  Alexander  Montgomery,  David  McCaleb,  Thomas 
Barnes,  Joseph  Robert  and  Joseph  Carson,  September  30. 

To  Chickasaw  Agent  August,  October  2. 

To  William  Connell,  October  6. 

To  Thomas  H.  Cushing,  October  11. 

To  William  Connell,  October  11. 

To  Samuel  Stockett,  October  13. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  October  21. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  October  22. 

To  Silas  Dinsmore,  October  23. 

To  W.  R.  Richards,  October  24. 

To  Stephen  Neal,  November  8. 

Message  to  the  Legislature,  November  14. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  November  29. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  December  6. 

Message  to  the  Legislature,  December  9. 

Message  to  the  Legislature,  December  12. 

Message  to  the  Legislature. 

To  Register  of  the  Treasury,  December  19. 

To  W.  R.  Richards,  December  21. 

1810. 

Certificate  of  Secretary,  January  1. 

Appointments  by  Governor,  January  4. 

To  Colonel  Fitzpatrick,  January  6. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  January  12. 

To  Josiah  Skinner.  January  16. 

To  James  Caller,  January  16. 

To  John  Haines,  January  20. 

To  Joseph  Carson,  January  20. 

To  James  Patton,  January  20. 

To  James  Neely.  February  3. 

Appointment  by  Governor.  February  6. 

To  W.  R.  Richards,  February  6. 

To  Peter  A.  Vandorn,  February  7. 
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To  Secretary  of  War,  February  7. 
To  Colonel  Wooldridge,  February  7. 
To  Beniamin  Hicks,  February  7. 

To  Wade  Hampton,  February  9. 

To  John  J.  Jones,  February  13. 

To  Hugh  Davis,  February  17. 

To  Major  Fleetwood,  February  18. 

To  W.  T.  Voss,  February  23. 

To  Major  Stockett,  February  24. 

To  Colonel  Wooldridge,  March  4. 
To  John  Hanes,  March  20. 

To  Colonel  Caller,  March  20. 

To  Colonel  Carson,  March  20. 

To  James  Patton,  March  20. 

To  Governor  Claiborne,  March  22. 
To  Secretary  of  War,  April  4. 

To  James  Caller,  April  9. 

To  Benjamin  Baldwin,  April  9. 

To  Major  Hanes,  April  9. 

General  orders,  April  24. 

To  John  Briggs,  April  26. 

To  Colonel  Hicks,  April  27. 

To  Andrew  Marschalk,  May  13. 

To  Harry  Toulmin,  May  17. 

To  John  Hanes,  May  17. 

To  Chickasaw  Agent,  May  20. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  May  23. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  May  30. 

To  Silas  Dinsmore,  June  4. 
Proclamation,  June  5. 

To  Harry  Toulmin,  June  5. 

To  James  Caller,  June  7. 

To  Judge  Toulmin,  June  15. 

To  Thomas  H.  Williams,  June  16. 
To  Albert  Gallatin,  June  18. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  June  18. 

To  Thomas  Cushing,  June  20. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  June  20. 

To  Thomas  H.  Williams,  June  22. 
To  Timothy  Merrick,  June  30. 

To  Thomas  Malone,  July  3. 

To  the  Secretary  of  State,  July  11. 
To  Henry  Green,  July  13. 

To  Robert  Semple,  July  17. 

To  John  Hanes,  July  17. 

To  Silas  Dinsmore,  July  17. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  July  18. 
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Proclamation,  July  23. 

To  Judge  Toulmin,  July  30. 

To  James  Caller,  July  31. 

Writ  of  Election,  August  2. 

To  Obediah  Jones,  August  4. 

To  William  Dickson,  August  4. 
To  Louis  Winston,  August  4. 

To  Chickasaw  Agent,  August  5. 
To  Judge  Toulmin,  August  9. 
Writ  of  Election,  August  11. 
Remission  of  fine,  August  24. 
General  orders,  August  24. 


Executive  Journal  of  Gov.  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne. 

March  7,  1806,  to  February  10,  1807. 

1806. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  March  17. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  March  17. 

To  David  C.  Dean,  March  17. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  March  18. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  March  18. 

To  President  Jefferson,  March  18. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  March  18. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  March  18. 

To  James  Brown,  March  18. 

To  President  Jefferson,  March  18. 

To  Mr.  Venet,  March  22. 

Address  to  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  March  24. 
To  Secretary  of  State,  March  25. 

To  House  of  Representatives,  March  26. 

To  President  Jefferson,' March  26. 

To  the  Marquis  of  Casa  Calvo,  March  29. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  April  2. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  April  3. 

To  President  Jefferson,  April  3. 

To  James  Madison,  April  8. 

To  James  Madison,  April  8. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  April  8. 

To  Governor-General  Pre,  April  8. 

To  President  Jefferson,  April  10. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  April  16. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  April  16. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  April  16. 
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Pardon,  February  7. 

Pardon,  February  7. 

To  J.  W.  Gurley,  April  28. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  April  29. 

Circular  to  Notaries  Public,  April  30. 
To  Secretary  of  War,  April  30. 
Circular  to  Notaries  Public,  May  2. 

To  the  Legislature,  May  6. 

To  James  Madison,  May  8. 

To  James  Madison  May  14. 

To  James  Madison,  May  16. 

To  President  Jefferson,  May  19. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  May  20. 

To  Pelet  and  Donalson,  May  20. 

To  Lawrence  Jrudeau,  May  20. 

To  President  Jefferson,  May  21. 

To  James  Madison,  May  21. 

To  James  Madison,  May  22. 

To  James  Madison,  May  22. 

To  Daniel  Clark,  May  22. 

Pardon,  May  24. 

To  John  Noel  Destrehan,  May  26. 

To  P.  Lauve,  May  26. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  May  26. 
Message  to  Legislature,  May  26. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  May  26. 

Message  to  the  Legislature,  May  26. 

To  Julian  Poidras,  May  26. 

To  Cashier  Louisiana  Bank,  May  26. 
Message  to  the  House,  May  27. 

Message  to  the  House,  May  27. 

To  Colonel  Freeman,  May  28. 

Circular  to  Notaries,  May  28. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  May  28. 

To  Colonel  Freeman,  May  28. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  May  31. 

To  R.  Claiborne,  May  31. 

From  R.  Claiborne,  May  31. 

Cashier  Louisiana  Bank,  June  7. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  June  8. 

To  Colonel  Freeman,  June  8. 
Obligation  to  Louisiana  Bank,  June  9. 
To  President  Jefferson,  June  12. 

To  Julian  Poidras,  June  13. 

To  Sheriff  of  Acadia  County,  June  15. 
Proclamation,  June  15. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  June  15. 
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To  Secretary  of  State,  June  15. 

Pardon,  June  16. 

To  President  Jefferson,  June  17. 

Circular  to  Sheriffs,  June  18. 

To  Sheriff  of  Point  Coupee  County,  June  20. 

To  Sheriff  of  Opalousas  County,  June  20. 

Proclamation,  June  20. 

To  F.  Duplessess,  June  19. 

To  Sheriff  of  Adams  County,  June  21. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  June  21. 

To  President  Jefferson,  June  21. 

To  Secretary  Graham,  June  22. 

To  President  Jefferson,  June  22. 

To  Isaac  Comp,  June  24. 

To  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  June  24. 

To  Lady  Abbess  of  Hurceline  Convent,  June  24. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  June  25. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  June  26. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  April  4. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  June  26. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  June  30. 

To  P.  M.  S.,  July  5. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  July  5. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  July  5. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  July  6. 

Instructions  to  R.  Claiborne,  Secretary  to  Governor,  July  7. 
To  the  Mayor  of  Orleans,  July  8. 

To  the  Secretary  of  War,  July  9. 

To  R.  Claiborne,  July  9. 

To  R.  Claiborne,  July  10. 

To  R.  Claiborne,  July  11. 

To  President  Jefferson,  July  10. 

To  President  Jefferson,  July  11. 

Pardon,  July  13. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  July  14. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  July  14. 

To  President  Jefferson,  July  15. 

To  Dr.  John  Watkins,  July  29. 

To  J.  W.  Gurley,  July  29. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  July  29. 

To  Major  R.  Claiborne,  July  30. 

Circular  to  Judges  of  Counties,  August  4. 

Circular  to  Judges  of  Counties,  August  4. 

To  Colonel  Freeman,  August  17. 

To  Dr.  John  Watkins,  August  17. 

To  Major  R.  Claiborne,  August  17. 

Orders  signed  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne,  Cowles  Mead,  August  18. 
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To  officer  commanding  Spanish  Army,  August  26. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  August  28. 

To  Cowles  Meade,  August  28. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  August  28. 

From  commander  of  Spanish  troops,  August  28. 

Answer  of  Governor,  August  28. 

Note  to  Gov.  Herera,  Spanish  Commander,  September  2. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  September  4.  - 

To  Secretary  of  Mississippi  Territory,  September  5. 

Address  of  Gov.  Claiborne  to  the  Grand  Chief  of  the  Caddo  Nation  of 
Indians,  September  5. 

Reply  of  the  Grand  Chief,  September  5. 

To  Cowles  Meade,  September  9. 

To  Colonel  Cushing,  September  9. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  September  18. 

From  General  James  Wilkinson,  September  19. 

Answer  of  Governor,  September  19. 

From  General  Wilkinson,  September  19. 

Answer  of  Governor,  September  19. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  September  21. 

To  Cowles  Meade,  September  22. 

From  Senior  de  Herera,  September  14. 

From  Antonio  Cordero,  September  8. 

To  General  Wilkinson,  September  8. 

To  Judge  Collins,  September  24. 

To  Lieutenant  Luckett,  September  24. 

To  General  Wilkinson,  September  24. 

To  Judge  Collins,  September  28. 

Address  to  the  Choctaws,  September  28. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  September  28. 

From  John  Shaw,  October  7. 

Answer  of  Governor,  October  7. 

To  Colonel  Freeman,  October  7. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  October  8. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  October  8. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  October  10. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  October  12. 

To  General  Wilkinson,  October  12. 

To  Sheriff  of  Attakapas  County,  October  14. 

To  Venter  and  Harmon,  October  14. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  October  16. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  October  17. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  October  19. 

To  Colonel  Freeman,  October  25. 

To  Colonel  Freeman,  October  27. 

Circular  to  Notaries,  October  29. 

To  B.  F.  Van  Pradelles,  October  29. 
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To  R.  M.  Shane,  December  3. 

To  General  Wilkinson,  December  3. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  December  3. 

To  Cowles  Meade,  November  18. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  November  18. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  November  18. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  November  25. 

To  Captain  McShane,  December  1. 

Statement  of  Governor  Claiborne,  December  3. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  December  4. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  December  4. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  December  4. 

To  Governor  of  Tennessee,  December  5. 

To  Governor  of  Kentucky,  December  5. 

To  Governor  of  Ohio,  December  5. 

To  Governor  of  Indiana,  December  5.' 

To  Secretary  of  State,  December  5. 

To  General  Wilkinson,  November  17. 

Instructions,  December  5. 

To  President  Jefferson,  December  5. 

From  General  Wilkinson,  December  6. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  December  6. 

To  Governor  of  Mississippi  Territory,  December  6. 

From  General  Wilkinson,  December  7. 

Answer  of  Governor,  December  8. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  December  8. 

Letter  in  French,  December  9. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  December  9. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  December  9. 

Action  of  merchants  of  New  Orleans,  December  9. 

To  General  Wilkinson,  December  10. 

From  General  Andrew  Jackson,  November  12. 

From  General  James  Wilkinson,  December  11. 

From  General  James  Wilkinson,  December  11. 

From  General  James  Wilkinson,  December  11. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  December  11. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  December  11. 

To  Sheriffs  of  Acadia  and  Concordia  Counties,  December  15. 
From  General  Wilkinson,  December  15. 

Answer  of  Governor,  December  16. 

From  General  Wilkinson,  December  16. 

To  Paul  Lanusse  and  Benj.  Morgan,  December  16. 

To  General  Wilkinson,  December  17. 

From  Cowles  Meade,  December  14. 

To  General  Wilkinson,  December  24. 

To  R.  McShane,  December  8. 

To  Captain  Shaw,  December  9. 
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To  Wm.  Brown,  December  io. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  December  17. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  December  22. 

To  General  Wilkinson,  December  25. 

Certificate  of  Captain  Shaw,  December  26. 

To  Judge  Hall,  December  26. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  December  26. 

To  General  Wilkinson,  December  26. 

To  M.  Castillon,  December  29. 

To  General  Wilkinson,  December  29. 

To  General  Wilkinson,  December  29. 

To  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  December  31. 

To  Captain  Shaw,  December  31. 

1807. 

To  Cowles  Meade,  January  2. 

To  Captain  Shaw,  January  1. 

To  General  Wilkinson,  January  2. 

From  Dom  A.  Hall,  January  2. 

Answer  of  Governor,  January  2. 

To  Captain  Shaw,  January  4. 

To  General  Wilkinson,  January  4. 

To  General  Wilkinson,  January  4. 

To  inhabitants  and  farmers,  January  6. 

To  Colonel  Bellechasse,  January  7. 

To  officer  commanding  Fort  St.  John,  January  7. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  December  31. 

1808. 

To  General  Wilkinson,  January  8. 

Governor  Claiborne’s  speech  to  the  two  Houses  of  the  Assembly, 
January  13. 

From  General  Wilkinson,  January  14. 

To  General  Wilkinson,  January  14. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  January  15. 

To  members  of  Congress  in  Burr  matter. 

To  James  Brown,  January  17. 

To  General  Wilkinson,  January  17. 

To  James  Brown,  January  19. 

To  General  Wilkinson,  January  19. 

To  Colonel  Foster,  January  6. 

To  Colonel  Folch,  January  21. 

To  General  Wilkinson,  January  21. 

To  Cowles  Meade,  January  21. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  January  22. 
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To  Secretary  of  State,  January  22. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  January  22. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  January  22. 
From  Council  to  Governor,  January  22. 
From  House  to  Governor,  January  22. 
To  Secretary  of  State,  January  29. 
Message  to  Assembly,  January  19. 
Message  to  Assembly,  January  19. 
Message  to  Assembly,  February  10. 

To  Governor  Williams,  February  10. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  February  20. 


Executive  Journal  of  Governor  William  C.  C.  Claiborne. 
January  5 to  December  31,  1811. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Dr.  William  Flood,  January  5. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Secretary  of  State,  Januajy  5. 

Report  of  Joseph  Collins  on  conditions  existing  in  Pascagoula,  the  Pass 
of  Christian  and  country  in  their  vicinity,  January  5. 

Report  of  George  Farragout  relating  to  same,  January  5. 

To  Secretary  of  War  of  United  States,  January  5. 

To  Secretary  of  State  of  United  States,  January  6. 

To  Mr.  Earle,  January  6. 

To  General  Wade  Hampton,  January  6. 

To  General  Wade  Hampton,  January  7. 

To  Governor  Folch,  January  7. 

To  General  Wade  Hampton,  January  9. 

To  Major  St.  Amand,  January  9. 

To  General  Wade  Hampton,  January  9. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  U.  S.,  January  7. 

To  Major  Bullinglely,  January  9. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  U.  S.,  January  9. 

To  military  officers  and  parish  judges,  January  10. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  U.  S.,  January  11. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  U.  S.,  January  12. 

To  Colonel  Andre,  January  13. 

To  Audley  L.  Osborne,  January  14. 

Proclamation,  January  14. 

To  Major  St.  Amand  and  Colonel  Andre,  January  14. 

To  Mr.  Duborg,  January  14. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  U.  S.,  January  14. 

To  John  N.  Detrehan,  January  16. 

To  Colonel  Vileral,  January  16. 

To  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  January  16. 

To  Seraion  Faure,  January  16. 
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To  Secretary  of  State,  U.  S.,  January  17. 

To  Simeon  Faure,  January  17. 

To  Judge  St.  Martin,  January  19. 

To  John  Rhea,  January  19. 

To  Judge  Mather,  January  19. 

To  Mr.  Loneat  Dufassat,  January  19. 

To  General  Wade  Hampton,  January  19. 

To  John  N.  Detrehan,  January  19. 

To  Colonel  John  Ballinger,  January  20. 

To  Major  St.  Amand,  January  20. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  January  20. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  January  20. 

To  Judge  Moreau  Lislet,  January  20. 

To  Dr.  Steel,  January  20. 

To  Dr.  Thomas  Jefferson,  January  20. 

To  Major  Dabseng,  January  21. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  January  22. 

To  General  Wade  Hampton,  January  24. 

To  General  Wade  Hampton,  January  24. 

To  General  Wade  Hampton,  January  24. 

To  Bernard  Genoie,  January  24. 

To  David  Holmes,  January  25. 

To  Major  McKea,  January  25. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  January  25. 

To  ordinance,  January  26. 

Speech  delivered  by  Governor  Claiborne  to  both  Houses  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  January  29. 

Answer  of  the  Legislative  Council  to  Governor  Claiborne’s  speech, 
January  31. 

Answer  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  Governor  Claiborne’s 
speech,  January  31. 

Dr.  Flood’s  report,  January  25. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  January  30. 

To  General  Thomas,  January  30. 

To  William  Herries,  January  30. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  January  31. 

Message  to  the  Assembly,  January  31. 

To  James  Nelson,  January  31. 

To  Colonel  Fulton,  January  31. 

To  F.  Skipwith  and  Dr.  Steele,  January  31. 

To  Messrs.  Rhea  and  Johnson,  January  31. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  February  1. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  February  1. 

To  Mr.  Duralde,  February  5. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  February  3. 

To  Judge  Osborne,  February  6. 

To  Albert  Gallatin,  February  7. 
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To  Secretary  of  State,  February  7. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  February  8. 

To  General  Wade  Hampton,  February  8. 

To  Colonel  Pike,  February  8. 

To  Judge  Rhea,  February  8. 

To  John  H.  Johnson,  February  8. 

Message  to  the  Assembly,  February  12. 

To  Josiah  S.  Johnson,  February  13. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  February  13. 

To  General  Wade  Hampton,  February  14. 

To  General  Wade  Hampton,  February  14. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  February  15. 

To  Sterling  Dupree,  February  16. 

Circular  letter,  February  18. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  February  20. 

To  Governor  Folch,  February  21. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  February  23. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  February  23. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  February  24. 

Message  to  Assembly,  February  25. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  February  25. 

To  Captain-General  of  Cuba,  February  27. 

To  Judge  Mather,  February  27. 

To  Dr.  Steele,  February  27. 

To  Captain-General  of  Cuba,  March  3. 

To  William  Shaler,  March  3. 

To  Vincent  Gray,  March  3. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  March  3. 

To  Governor  James  Monroe,  March  4. 

To  Vincent  Gray,  March  7. 

To  Joseph  Corson,  March  7. 

To  William  Buford,  March  7. 

To  the  President  of  the  United  States,  March  8. 
To  Secretary  of  State,  March  8. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  March  8. 

To  Dr.  Sibley,  March  10. 

To  John  Carr,  March  10. 

To  Messrs.  Shaler  and  Gray,  March  11. 

To  Messrs.  Shaler  and  Gray,  March  13. 
Message  to  Assembly,  March  12. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  March  13. 

To  Colonel  Covington,  March  13. 

To  French  Consul,  March  14. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  March  15. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  March  15. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  March  18. 

To  Fortesque  Coming,  March  18. 
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Message  to  Assembly,  March  21. 

To  Messrs.  Bartlet  and  Cox,  March  21. 

To  John  Poultney,  March  21. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  March  22. 

To  officer  commanding  Fort  St.  Philip,  March  23. 

To  Governor  Folch,  March  23. 

To  Colonel  WikofT,  March  26. 

To  Major  Carmick,  March  26. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  March  26. 

To  Robert  R.  Livingston,  March  26. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  March  27. 

To  Judge  Liset,  March  28. 

To  Colonel  Henry  Hopkins,  March  28. 

To  Judges  St.  Martin,  Cantrell  and  Hubart,  March  28. 
To  Judge  King,  March  28. 

To  William  Lindsey,  March  28. 

To  Colonel  Daniel  Burnet,  March  28. 

To  Major  Milton,  March  28. 

To  Judge  Steele,  March  28. 

To  P.  Grymes,  March  28. 

To  William  Lindsey,  March  29. 

Pardon  of  Archilles  Truard,  April  1. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  April  2. 

To  General  Wade  Hampton,  April  3. 

To  Lady  Abbess  of  Urseline  Convent,  April  4. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  April  4. 

To  Judge  Cantrelle,  April  4. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  April  4. 

To  Biddle  Wilkinson,  April  4. 

To  Mayor,  New  Orleans,  April  4. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  April  4. 

To  George  Farragout,  April  4. 

Message  to  Assembly,  April  4. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  April  .9. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  April  9. 

Message  to  Assembly,  April  10. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  April  12. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  April  16. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  April  16. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  April  16. 

To  General  Thomas,  April  9. 

To  Dr.  Sibley,  April  18. 

Message  to  Assembly.  April  19. 

To  Colonel  Sparks,  April  21. 

To  Colonel  Sparks,  April  22. 

To  General  Wade  Hampton.  April  22. 

Message  to  Assembly,  April  24. 
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To  Woodson  Wrenn,  April  25. 

To  P.  Grymes,  April  25. 

Proclamation,  April  25. 

Message  to  Assembly,  April  25. 

Message  to  Assembly,  April  26. 

To  Robert  Fulton,  April  26. 

To  William  Lindsay,  April  26. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  April  26. 

To  Henry  Johnson,  May  1. 

To  John  Hughes,  May  1. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  May  3. 

To  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  May  3. 

Translation  of  a letter  from  Captain-General  of  Cuba,  March  29. 
Message  to  Assembly,  April  29. 

Message  to  Assembly,  April  30. 

Proclamation,  May  3. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  May  3. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  May  9. 

Order  to  Sheriff  of  First  District,  May  9. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  September  24,  1810. 

Note : This  letter  was  omitted  from  proper  place. 

Commission  to  Messrs.  Felix  Armand, , Michael  Fortier,  Frances 
Caisserques,  Richard  Butler,  Robert  Dorr  and  I.  D.  Belchasse,  May  12. 

To  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  May  13. 

To  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  May  13. 

To  Woodson  Wrenn,  May  13. 

To  John  Williams,  May  13. 

To  Csesar  Rodney,  May  14. 

To  James  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State,  May  17. 

To  Woodson  Wrenn,  May  17. 

To  Judge  King,  May  17. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  May  18. 

To  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  May  18. 

To  Benjamin  Hamans,  May  18. 

To  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  May  18. 

To  Abner  L.  Duncan,  May  21. 

To  John  Grymes,  May  21. 

To  Postmaster  at  Fort  Stoddard,  May  21. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  May  21. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  May  23. 

To  Judge  Goforth,  May  24. 

To  Judge  Rhea,  May  24. 

To  Rev.  Father  St.  Pierre,  May  24. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  May  24. 

To  Notaries  Public,  May  24. 

To  Mr.  Latrobe,  May  24. 

To  John  Grymes,  May  24. 
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To  Benjamin  H.  Latrobe,  May  28. 

To  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  May  29. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  May  31. 

Proclamation,  May  30. 

Order  for  passage  of  ship,  June  5.  . 

To  John  Grymes,  Acting  Attorney-General,  June  6. 

To  John  Grymes,  Acting  Attorney-General,  June  6. 

To  Thomas  H.  Williams,  June  7. 

To  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  June  7. 

To  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  June  7. 

Circular  to  Parish  Judges,  June  6. 

To  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  June  8. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  June  7. 

To  Captain  Swan,  June  10. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  June  10. 

To  John  Grymes,  June  11. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  June  11. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  June  11. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  June  11. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  June  12. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  June  13. 

To  Judge  Cantrell,  June  14. 

To  Fortesque  Cummings,  June  14. 

To  Dr.  Sibley,  June  15. 

To  Judge  Johnson,  June  15. 

To  Judge  Carr,  June  15. 

To  Colonel  Covington,  June  15. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  June  15. 

To  officer  commanding  Squadron  of  Gun  Boats  at  present  near  the  Bay 
of  Pascagoula,  June  28. 

To  naval  commander  Mobile  Station,  June  29. 

To  Governor  Folch,  June  29. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  June  29. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  June  29. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  June  29. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  July  3. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  July  2. 

To  Naval  Commander,  Mobile  Station,  July  5. 

To  Commanding  Officer  at  Fort  Stoddard,  July  5. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  July  5. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  July  6. 

To  Colonel  Maxamilian  Maxent,  July  6. 

To  Colonel  Maxamilian  Maxent,  July  7. 

To  Colonel  Maxamilian  Maxent,  July  8. 

To  Naval  Commander,  Mobile  Station,  July  8. 

To  Colonel  Covington,  July  8. 

To  Judge  Harry  Toulmin,  July  8. 
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To  Colonel  Maxamilian  Maxent,  July  9. 

To  Colonel  Maxamilian  Maxent,  July  9. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  July  9. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  July  9. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  July  18. 

To  Colonel  Covington,  July  18. 

To  Julian  Poydras,  July  18. 

To  Thos.  C.  Warren,  July  18. 

To  Judge  Harry  Toulmin,  July  19. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  July  20. 

To  Judge  Johnson,  July  20. 

To  James  Neilson,  July  20. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  July  20. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  July  24. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  July  24. 

To  Colonel  Benjamin  Hawkins,  July  26. 

To  Colonel  Covington,  July  28. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  July  28. 

To  Colonel  Z.  Pike,  July  28. 

To  Charge  des  Affairs  near  the  English  Government,  July  29. 
To  Thomas  McCoy,  July  30. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  July  30. 

To  Judge  Carr,  July  30. 

To  Colonel  Shaumburg,  July  30. 

To  officer  commanding  at  Fort  Claiborne,  July  30. 

To  U.  S.  Consul  at  Liverpool,  August  1. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  August  3. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  August  4. 

To  Judge  Lindsay,  August  4. 

To  Thos.  A.  Rogers,  August  4. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  August  4. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  August  4. 

To  Dr.  Martin,  August  5. 

To  Captain  Colson,  August  6. 

To  Justice  of  Peace  of  Pascagoula,  August  10. 

To  Judge  Harry  Toulmin,  August  10. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  August  14. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  August  14. 

To  Edward  P.  Gaines,  August  15. 

To  Major  Carmick,  August  16. 

To  Colonel  I.  B.  Lababut,  August  16. 

To  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  August  16. 

To  Colonel  Henry  Hopkins,  August  16. 

To  P.  L.  B.  Duplissis,  August  17. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  August  20. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  August  27. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  August  28. 
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To  Colonel  H.  Hopkins,  August  28. 

To  Postmaster  at  New  Orleans,  August  28. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  September  2. 

To  Judge  McShane*  September  4, 

To  Secretary  o¥  State,  September  2. 

To  Judge  Rhea,  September  3. 

To  Gideon  Granger,  Postmaster-General,  September  3. 
To  Secretary  of  Navy,  September  9. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  September  9. 

To  Governor  Folch,  September  9. 

To  Judge  Lattimore,  September  9. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  September  14. 

To  John  H.  Johnson,  September  28. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  October  8. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  October  9. 

To  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  October  10. 

.To  Major  McRea,  October  11. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  October  12. 

To  Colonel  Maximilian  Maxent,  October  12. 

To  Sheriff  First  District,  October  25. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  October  27. 

To  Governor  Maximilian  Maxent,  October  27. 

To  Commodore  Shaw.  October  27. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  October  28. 

To  Captain-General  Cuba,  October  30. 

To  Captain  William  Shaler,  October  30. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  November  9. 

To  Colonel  B.  Shaumburgh,  November  5. 

To  John  H.  Ludiling,  November  8. 

To  F.  Cumming,  November  8. 

To  Colonel  Pike,  November  11. 

To  Register  of  Treasury,  November  11. 

To  Elephalet  Gillet,  November  13. 

Commission,  November  13. 

To  Captain  Richard  Butler,  November  13. 

To  Colonel  George  King,  November  13. 

To  Recorder  of  New  Orleans,  November  14. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  November  14. 

To  Circular,  November  14. 

To  H.  H.  Gurley,  November  14. 

To  Judge  Claiborne,  November  15. 

To  Samuel  Pleasants,  November  15. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  November  19. 

To  Judge  Meriam,  November  22. 

To  Postmaster-General,  November  23. 

To-  H.  H.  Gurley,  November  23. 


15 


226 


To  James  Williams,  November  26. 

To  John  H.  Johnson,  November  27. 

To  Governor  Province  of  Texas,  November  28. 

* To  Dr.  Sibley,  November  28. 

To  Captain  Gaines,  November  28. 

To  Judge  Harry  Tonlmin,  November  28. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  November  29. 

To  Alan  B.  Magruder,  December  4. 

To  Abraham  Bradley,  December  4. 

To  Sheriff  Parish  St.  Tammany,  December  4. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  December  5. 

To  Comptroller  of  Treasury,  December  5. 

To  Woodson  Wrenn,  December  5. 

To  Thomas  C.  Scott,  December  5. 

To  John  Dawson,  December  11. 

To  Henry  Clay,  December  11. 

To  Robert  R.  Livingston,  December  ±1. 

To  Major  Carmick,  December  11. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  December  12. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  December  12. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  December  12. 

To  Lady  Abbess  Ursuline  Convent,  December  13. 
To  John  H.  Johnson,  December  13. 

To  Captain  Gaines,  December  13. 

To  Lady  Abbess  Ursuline  Convent,  December  16. 
Proclamation,  August  1. 

To  John  H.  Johnson,  December  18. 

To  F.  Cumming,  December  20. 

To  James  Brathers,  December  20. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  December  20. 

To  Judge  Rhea,  December  20. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  December  23. 

Pardon,  December  24. 

To  Major  McRea,  December  23. 

To  Colonel  Adlard  Fortier,  December  24. 

To  Manuel  Ardry,  December  24. 

To  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  December  24. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  December  24. 

To  James  Pelat,  December  26. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  December  26. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  December  28. 

To  General  Wade  Hampton,  December  30. 

To  Lieutenant  Lanueville,  December  31. 
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Official  Journal  of  Governor  Wm . C.  C.  Claiborne,  from  January  i,  1812, 

to  June  21,  1813. 

1812. 

To  Mr.  Dawson,  January  1. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  January  2. 

To  James  Monroe,  January  3. 

Proclamation,  January  3. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  January  3. 

To  Allan  B.  Magruder,  January  5. 

To  J.  B.  Labatat,  January  5. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  January  5. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  January  5. 

To  George  Poindexter,  January  6. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  January  19. 

To  General  Wade  Hampton,  January  20. 

To  Judge  Carr,  January  20. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  January  23. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  January  24. 

To  General  Varnum,  January  26. 

To  Robert  R.  Livingston,  January  26. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  January  27. 

To  William  Conway,  January  28. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  January  31. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  February  1. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  February  1. 

To  John  Rhea,  February  1. 

To  John  Rhea,  February  1. 

To  Thomas  Butler,  February  1. 

To  Zebulon  Pike,  February  2. 

To  Major  McRea,  February  4. 

To  Benj.  Morgan,  February.  7. 

To  Mr.  Macon,  February  7. 

To  a lady,  February  9. 

To  Judge  Claiborne,  February  12. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  February  14. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  February  14. 

To  Judge  King,  February  15. 

To  Judge  Carr,  February  16. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  February  17. 

To  Lady  Abbess  of  Ursuline  Convent,  February  19. 

To  John  P.  Hampton.  February  24. 

To  John  Rhea,  February  24. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  February  28. 

To  Lady  Abbess  of  Ursuline  Convent,  March  24. 
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To  Joel  Barlow,  March  24. 

To  Governor  Maxent,  March  25. 

To  Commander  Ft.  Stoddard,  March  26. 

To  President  Madison,  March  1. 

To  George  W.  Morgan,  March  31. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  March  31. 

To  Judge  Claiborne,  April  4. 

To  Judge  Claiborne,  April  6. 

To  John  Graham,  March  31. 

To  Judge  Merriam,  April  6. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  April  6. 

To  Josiah  S.  Johnson*  April  6. 

To  William  Shaler,  April  7. 

To  Judges  Claiborne  and  King,  April  7. 

To  Judge  Johnson,  April  7. 

To  Placide  Bossier,  April  7. 

To  Moses  Kirkland,  April  7. 

To  Dr.  Sibley,  Judge  Carr,  Colonel  Shaumburg  and  Judge  Claiborne, 
April  8. 

To  Josiah  Baker,  April  8. 

To  Abner  L.  Duncan,  April  9. 

Proclamation,  April  7. 

To  Colonel  Moses  Kirkland  et  al,  April  12. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  April  13. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  April  13. 

To  Judge  Ludeling,  April  13. 

To  John  Graham,  April  13. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  April  13. 

To  George  W.  Morgan,  April  13. 

To  George  W.  Morgan,  April  14. 

To  John  H.  Johnson,  April  20. 

To  T.  A.  Sumner  et  al,  April  20. 

To  John  Dorsey,  April  21. 

To  Judge  Ludeling,  April  21. 

To  Walker  Gilbert,  April  21. 

To  Mr.  Poydras,  April  22. 

To  Judge  Ludeling,  April  22. 

To  John  H.  Johnson,  April  22. 

To  William  Pollard,  April  27. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  May  3. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  May  2. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  May  2. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  May  4. 

To  John  H.  Johnson,  May  4. 

To  William  S.  Caillevit,  May  6. 

To  Chas.  Tesier,  May  6. 

To  Judge  Wykoff,  May  6. 
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Circular  to  members  of  Assembly. 

To  Abner  L.  Duncan,  May  15. 

To  William  L.  Brent,  May  14. 

To  Francis  Rivas,  May  16. 

To  General  Wade  Hampton,  May  10. 

To  Woodson  Wrenn,  May  2p. 

To  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  May  22. 

To  William  Shaler,  May  23. 

To  Thos.  Cushing,  May  24. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  May  31. 

To  Judge  Johnson,  May  26. 

Commander  of  Ft.  St.  Phillip,  May  27. 

To  Lady  Abbess  of  Ursuline  Convent,  May  291 
To  Commodore  Shaw,  June  5. 

To  Mr.  Trudeau,  June  6. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  June  15. 

To  Captain-General  of  Cuba,  June  — . 

To  Delgo  Murphy,  June  18. 

To  Captain-General  of  Cuba,  June  18. 

To  Governor  of  Vera  Cruix,  June  24. 

Captain  Carroll,  June  25. 

To  Stephen  Kingston,  June  25. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  June  27. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  June  27. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  June  27. 

To  Thos.  B.  Robertson,  July  4. 

To  Mr.  Dawson,  July  4. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  July  6. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  July  6. 

To  Judge  Carr,  July  8. 

To  Don  Delgo  Murphy,  June  27. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  July  9. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  July  9. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  July  9; 

To  Master  Warden,  July  9. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  July  20. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  July  20. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  July  20. 

To  Governor  Zuniga,  July  20. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  July  24. 

To  Governor  David  Holmes,  July  27. 

To  Governor  David  Holmes,  July  27. 

To  the  Senate,  July  30. 

To  the  Assembly,  July  30. 

To  President  Madison,  August  2. 

To  Simeon  Faure,  August  4. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  August  5. 


- 
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Message  to  Assembly,  July  30. 

To  James  Monroe,  July  26. 

Message  to  Senate,  August  7. 

To  Judge  Carr,  August  7. 

Message  to  Assembly,  August  8. 

To  Governor  David  Holmes,  August  9. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  August  9. 

Governor  Claiborne,  address  to  Chief  Head  Men  and  Warriors  of  the 
Choctaw  Nation,  August  — . 

To  John  Dawson,  August  10. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  August  10. 

To  Judge  Carr,  August  12. 

Message  to  Assembly,  August  14. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  August  14. 

Message  to  Assembly,  August  14. 

To  Judge  Carr,  August  14. 

To  Judge  Steel,  August  17. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  August  21. 

Message  to  Assembly,  August  22. 

Message  to  Assembly,  August  25. 

To  Judge  Steel  et  al,  August  25. 

Message  to  Assembly,  August  28. 

To  Colonel  Tousard,  August  31. 

Message  to  Assembly,  September  1. 

Message  to  Assembly,  September  4. 

Message  to  Senate,  September  4. 

Message  to  Senate,  September  12. 

Message  to  House,  September  12. 

Proclamation,  September  7. 

Writ  of  election,  September  11. 

Writ  of  election,  September  11. 

To  President  and  Directors  of  Bank,  September  II. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  September  14. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  September  22. 

To  Governor  Holmes,  September  29. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  August  28. 

To  Governor  Holmes,  October  5. 

To  Hon.  Antonio  Mendly,  October  6. 

Account. 

Expense  account. 

Writ  of  election.  October  6. 

To  Major-General  Thomas  Posey,  October  8. 

An  appointment,  October  8. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  October  12. 

To  French  Consul,  October  13. 

To  Judge  Steel,  October  13. 

From  James  Madison,  September  20. 
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To  General  James  Wilkinson,  October  16. 

To  Consul  Agent,  October  2p. 

Proclamation,  October  20. 

To  President  of  the  Senate,  U.  S.,  October  25. 

To  James  Neilson,  November  26. 

To  Thomas  R.  Robertson,  Esq.,  November  8. 

Respite,  November  10. 

Writ  of  election,  November  6. 

Writ  of  election,  November  12. 

Writ  of  election,  November  13. 

To  Benj.  Morgan,  November  13. 

To  Secretary  of  Navy,  November  14. 

To  Dr.  John  Sibley,  November  16. 

To  Simeon  Faure,  November  16. 

To  Cashier  of  the  Louisiana  Bank,  November  20. 

To  Judge  Warner,  October  15. 

Memoranda,  December  15. 

To  James  M.  Bradford,  December  22. 

To  General  James  Wilkinson,  December  28. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  December  29. 

1813. 

To  James  Brown,  U.  S.  Senator,  January  21. 

To  Mr.  Magruder,  January  25. 

To  General  Posey,  January  25. 

President  and  Directors  of  Louisiana  and  Orleans  Planters’  Bank,  Jan- 
uary 28. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  March  2. 

Memorandum. 

To  Secretary  of  Treasury,  March  16. 

To  Major-General  Wilkinson,  March  17. 

To  Thos.  H.  Williams,  March  17. 

To  Senator  James  Brown  et  al,  March  19. 

To  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  May  — . 

Circulars  to  Pilots,  June  10. 

To  General  Flournoy,  June  10. 

To  Senator  James  Brown  et  al,  June  10. 

To  Commodore  Shaw,  June  10. 

To  Dr.  Duhammel,  June  11. 

Circular  to  Parish  Judges,  June  11. 

To  Eliquis  Fromentin,  June  16. 

Copy  of  General  Flournoy's  letter  to  Governor,  June  14. 

To  Governor  Claiborne. 

To  General  Flournoy,  June  17. 


....  . - 


• • 


. 
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Executive  Journal  of  Governor  William  C.  C.  Claiborne,  October  21,  1814, 

to  July  22,  1816. 

1814. 

Governor  Claiborne  to  Dr.  Sibley,  October  21. 

To  Mr.  Munroe,  Secretary  of  State,  October  24. 

To  Major-General  Jackson,  October  24. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  October  25. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  October  25. 

To  Colonel  McRae,  October  25. 

To  Colonel  Piatt,  October  26. 

To  Colonel  F.  Collins,  October  26. 

To  Major-General  Jackson,  October  28. 

To  Major-General  Jackson,  October  28. 

To  Major-General  Jackson,  October  28. 

To  Colonel  Piatt,  October  28. 

To  Captain  Humphreys,  October  30. 

To  Colonel  Piatt,  October  30. 

To  Mr.  Rush,  Attorney-General,  U.  S.,  October  30. 

Proclamation,  November  2. 

To  Major  Pierse  Facaste,  November  2. 

To  French  Consul,  November  2. 

To  Major-General  Jackson,  November  4. 

To  Colonel  McRae,  November  4.  ~ 

To  Major-General  Andrew  Jackson,  November  5. 

From  General  Jackson  to  Governor  Claiborne,  November  6 
To  General  David  B.  Morgan,  November  17. 

To  General  Andrew  Jackson,  November  17. 

To  Colonel  McRae,  November  18. 

To  Governor  Blount,  November  18. 

To  General  Andrew  Jackson,  November  18. 

To  Major  David  Ruse,  November  19. 

To  Colonel  Hicks  and  Captain  Hopkins,  November  191 
To  Captain  Patterson,  of  the  Navy,  November  22. 

To  David  McGee,  December  9. 

To  Elizius  Fromentin,  December  9. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  December  9. 

To  General  Thomas,  December  17. 

Proclamation,  December  17. 

To  Members  of  Congress.  December  20. 

To  General  Andrew  Jackson.  December  20. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  December  20. 

To  Governor  Blount,  December  30. 
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i8i5- 

To  Governor  Blount,  January  4. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  January  6. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  account  of  Battle  of  New  Orleans,  January  9. 

To  James  Madison,  President  United  States,  letter  of  congratulations 
on  the  glorious  issue  of  the  Battle  of  New  Orleans,  January  19. 

To  General  Andrew  Jackson,  January  21, 

To  General  Andrew  Jackson,  January  25. 

To  General  Andrew  Jackson,  January  31. 

To  Attorney-General,  February  11. 

To  Stephen  Morcirean,  February  24. 

To  General  Adair,  of  Kentucky  Volunteers,  February  25. 

To  General  Carroll,  of  Kentucky,  February  26. 

To  General  Coffee,  of  Tennessee,  February  26. 

To  Colonel  Thomas  Hinds,  of  Mississippi  Cavalry,  February  26. 

To  Colonel  Thomas,  of  Kentucky  Volunteers,  February  25. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  February  25. 

To  Colonel  Declonet,  February  25. 

Circular,  February  25. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  March  1. 

To  Colonel  Toussard,  March  2. 

To  Secretary  of  State,  March  2. 

To  Chevalier  de  Toussard,  March  14. 

Proclamation  of  Peace,  March  15. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  March  16. 

To  General  Lambert,  of  English  Army,  March  18. 

Answer  to  foregoing  by  General  Power,  March  30. 

To  General  Andrew  Jackson,  April  5. 

To  Commodore  Daniel  Patterson,  April  5. 

To  Jean  Blarques,  April  6. 

To  Colonel  William  Piatt,  April  10. 

To  General  Edwand  P.  Gains,  April  14. 

To  Mr.  Smith,  Commissioner  of  Revenue,  May  1. 

To  Mr.  Smith,  Colonel  of  Revenue,  July  26. 

To  Major  Thomas  Gales,  September  10. 

To  Governor  of  Tennessee.  September  15. 

To  Governor  of  Kentucky.  September  15. 

To  Governor  of  Ohio,  September  15. 

To  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  September  15. 

To  Governor  of  Virginia,  September  22. 

To  General  Labatech,  September  22. 

Answer  to  foregoing.  September  27. 

To  Colonel  Bartholomew  Shamburg,  October  1. 

Answer  to  foregoing.  October  30. 

To  Colonel  Michael  Fortier.  November  10. 

Answer  to  foregoing.  November  11. 
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To  Commodore  Daniel  G.  Patterson,  November  25. 

To  Major  Winfrey  Luckett,  October  25. 

To  Major  Charles  Tissier,  October  30. 

Answer  to  foregoing,  October  30. 

To  Captain  Daniel  J.  Patterson,  November  28. 

To  General  Philemon  Thomas,  October  30. 

Answer  to  foregoing,  November  30. 

To  General  David  B.  Morgan,  December  i. 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Craghan,  December  20. 

Speaker  of  House  to  Governor  Claiborne,  December  20. 

1816. 

To  General  Andrew  Jackson,  April  1. 

To  John  Jamison,  May  18. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  May  18. 

To  Commodore  Daniel  J.  Patterson,  May  18. 

To  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  June  7. 

To  Secretary  of  War,  July  13. 

To  Judge  John  Pickins,  July  6. 

The  foregoing  letters  deal  largely  with  the  operations  of  the  American 
Army  under  command  of  General  Andrew  Jackson  and  that  of  the  En- 
glish under  General  Packenham. 
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APPENDIX  IX. 


Executive  Journal  of  Governor  David  Holmes  from  July  3,  1810,  to  April 

14,  1814. 

1810. 

From  Governor  David  Holmes  to  Thomas  Malone,  July  3. 

From  Governor  David  Holmes  to  Wm.  Eustis,  July  9. 

From  Governor  David  Holmes  to  Robert  Sway,  July  11. 

From  Governor  David  Holmes  to  Henry  Green,  July  13. 

From  Governor  David  Holmes  to  Captain  Semple,  July  17. 

From  Governor  David  Holmes  to  Major  John  Hawes,  July  17. 

From  Governor  David  Holmes  to  Silas  Dinsmore,  July  17. 

From  Governor  David  Holmes  to  Robert  Smith,  Esq.,  July  18. 

By  Governor  David  Holmes,  proclamation,  July  23. 

From  Governor  David  Holmes  to  Hon.  Judge  Toulmin,  July  30. 

From  Governor  David  Holmes  to  Colonel  James  Caller,  July  31. 

From  Governor  David  Holmes  to  Sheriff  of  Jefferson  County,  August  2. 
From  Governor  David  Holmes  to  Hon.  Obidiah  Jones,  August  4. 
Commission  of  William  Dickson,  August  4. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Louis  Winston,  August  4. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  J.  Neelly,  Esq.,  U.  S.  Agent,  August  5. 
From  Governor  Holmes  to  Judge  Toulmin,  August  9. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Sheriff  of  Wilkinson  County,  August  II. 
From  Governor  Holmes,  pardon,  August  24. 

From  Governor  Holmes,  general  military  orders,  August  24. 

From  Governor  Holmes,  general  military  orders,  August  27. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Major  David  Neilson,  August  27. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Hugh  Davis,  August  23. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Colonel  Perkins,  7th  Regiment,  August  29. 
From  Governor  Holmes  to  Colonel  James  Caller,  6th  Regiment,  Aug- 
ust 28. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Major  John  Hawes,  August  28. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Colonel  Carson,  8th  Regiment,  August  28. 
From  Governor  Holmes  to  Colonel  Patton,  9th  Regiment,  August  28. 
From  Governor  Holmes  to  Joseph  Bowman,  Esq.,  August  30. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Colonel  Wood,  3d  Regiment,  August  30. 
From  Governor  Holmes  to  Colonel  Wooldridge,  5th  Regiment,  Septem- 
ber 2. 
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From  Governor  Holmes  to  Sheriff  of  Washington  County,  September  3. 
From  Governor  Holmes  to  Benjamin  S.  Smoot,  Sheriff  of  Washington 
County,  September  4. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Governor  Folch,  September  4. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Major  John  Hawes,  September  4. 

From  Governor  David  Holmes  to  Hugh  Carmell,  Esq.,  September  4, 
From  Governor  David  Holmes  to  Colonels  Caller,  Carson  and  Patton, 
September  8. 

From  Governor  David  Holmes  to  Hon.  Harry  Toulmin,  September  9. 
From  Governor  David  Holmes,  general  orders,  September  10. 

From  Governor  David  Holmes  to  Silas  Dinsmore,  September  11. 

From  Colonel  David  Holmes  to  Colonel  Benjamin  Hicks,  September 

II. 

From  Governor  David  Holmes  to  Colonel  Jones,  nth  Regiment,  Sep- 
tember 13. 

From  Governor  David  Holmes  to  Colonel  Fitzpatrick,  September  15. 
From  Governor  David  Holmes  to  Hon.  Harry  Toulman,  September  16. 
From  Governor  David  Holmes  to  Major  John  Hawes,  September  16. 
From  Governor  David  Holmes  to  Colonels  Caller,  Carson  and  Patton, 
September  16. 

General  orders,  September  18. 

Commission  of  John  Wall,  September  21. 

General  orders,  September  22. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Hon.  Harry  Toulmin,  September  25. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Edward  P.  Gaines,  September  25. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Colonel  Thomas  Cushing,  September  26. 
From  Governor  Holmes  to  Colonel  Davis,  2d  Regiment,  September  27. 
From  Governor  Holmes  to  Colonel  Thomas  Cushing,  September  28. 
From  Governor  Holmes  to  Thomas  Dawson,  Esq.,  September  29. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Moses  Hooke,  Esq.,  September  29. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Major  Nelson,  3th  Regiment,  September  29. 
From  Governor  Holmes  to  Thomas  B.  Robinson,  September  29. 

General  orders,  October  I. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Frances  Surget,  October  2. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas  Fitzpatrick, 
October  2. 

General  orders,  October  4. 

General  orders,  October  4. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Moses  Hook,  Esq.,  October  4. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Edward  Randolph,  Esq.,  October  17. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  John  Rhea,  October  17. 

Pardon,  October  2,0. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Colonel  Berry  Hicks,  October  27. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Colonel  Wooldridge,  5th  Regiment,  Octo- 
ber 27. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Hon.  Robert  Smith,  November  1. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Albert  Gallatin,  November  10. 
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Message  to  the  Legislature,  November  9. 

From  the  Governor  to  Gabriel  Moore,  Esq.,  November  14. 

From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  Robert  Smith,  November  14. 

From  the  Governor  to  Gabriel  Duvall,  Esq.,  November  14. 

Pardon,  November  20. 

Pardon,  November  20. 

Respite,  November  20. 

From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  Harry  Toulmin,  November  20. 

To  the  Legislative  Council,  November  21. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives,  November  21. 

Order,  November  26. 

Commission,  November  28. 

To  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representatives,  Decem- 
ber 1. 

From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  Wood,  3d  Regiment,  December  3. 
From  the  Governor  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  December  3. 

From  the  Governor  to  Governor  Claiborne,  December  4. 

From  the  Governor  to  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Fort  Stodderd,  De- 
cember 8. 

From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  Caller,  December  4. 

From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  Carson,  December  4. 

From  the  Governor  to  Governor  Claiborne,  December  21. 

From  the  Governor  to  Paul  Martel,  December  21. 

From  the  Governor  to  Judge  Toulmin,  December  26. 

1811. 

Transmission  of  Journal  to  Department  of  State,  January  1. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Hon.  Robert  Smith,  January  1. 

Remittance  of  fine,  January  1. 

Pardon,  January  4. 

From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  Hugh  Davis,  January  5. 

From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  Harry  Toulmin,  January  7, 

From  the  Governor  to  Benj.  S.  Smoot.  Sheriff.  January  7. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Hon.  Wm.  Custis,  Sec’y  of  War,  January  7. 
Commission,  January  12. 

•From  Governor  Holmes  to  Colonel  John  Wood,  3d  Regiment,  Jan- 
uary 17. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Captain  Burket,  January  17. 

General  orders,  January  17. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Lieutenant  White,  January  17. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Lieutenant  White,  January  18. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Captain  Thomas  Butler,  January  18. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Lieutenant  Surget,  commanding  Adams’ 
troop  cavalry,  January  18. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Captain  Thomas  Butler.  January  19. 
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From  Governor  Holmes  to  Commanding  Officer  at  Fort  Adams,  Jan- 
uary 19. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Lieutenant  White,  January  19. 

General  orders,  January  21. 

From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  A.  Gallatin,  January  28. 

From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  A.  Gallatin,  January  30. 

From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  Robert  Smith,  January  30. 

From  the  Governor  to  Governor  Claiborne,  February  1. 

Affidavit  of  Caleb  Briggs,  January  18. 

From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  David  Nelson,  February  3. 

From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  Robert  Smith,  February  2. 

From  the  Governor  to  Governor  Claiborne,  February  7. 

From  the  Governor  to  Commanding  Officer,  Cantonment,  near  Wash- 
ington, February  7. 

From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  Joseph  Carson,  February  12. 

From  the  Governor  to  John  Haynes,  February  12. 

Governor’s  certificate  to  the  Auditor,  March  1. 

From  the  Governor  to  Thomas  Batchelor,  March  1. 

From  the  Governor  to  Edward  Ward,  Esq.,  March  2. 

From  the  Governor  to  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne,  March  8. 

From  the  Governor  to  Gabrieli  Duvall,  Esq.,  March  13. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  Becket,  March  15. 

From  the  Governor  to  Judge  Brooks,  March  19. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  David  Becket,  March  19. 

From  the  Governor  to  Montfort  Calvit,  March  19. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Gabrieli  Duvall,  Esq.,  March  20. 
Commission,  March  21. 

From  the  Governor  to  Mr.  C.  Turner,  March  21. 

From  the  Governor  to  Mr.  C.  Randolph,  March  22. 

From  the  Governor  to  Albert  Gallatin,  March  22. 

From  the  Governor  to  Albert  Gallatin,  April  1. 

From  the  Governor  to  Silas  Dinsmore,  April  2. 

From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  Wm.  Eustis,  April  3. 

From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  Wm.  Eustis,  April  27. 

From  Henry  Daingerfield,  Acting  Governor,  to  Edward  Ward,  April  27. 
Commission,  April  23. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  May  7. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Hon.  Thomas  T.  Tucker,  May  7. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Thomas  Hinds,  Esq.,  May  10. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Montfort  Calvit,  Esq.,  May  12. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Mr.  John  Johnston,  May  13. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Mr.  Richard  Lee,  May  13. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Colonel  Carson,  May  14. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  James  Christie,  Esq.,  May  27. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Daniel  C.  Holliday,  May  4. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Mr.  David  Berry,  May  27. 
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From  Governor  Holmes  to  Mr.  Daniel  Beasley,  June  20. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Rowland  Allen,  Esq.,  June  25. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Silas  Dinsmore,  June  25. 

From  Governor- Holmes  to  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  July  25. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  William  Eustis,  July  9. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Benjamin  S.  Smoot,  July  14. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Albert  Gallatin,  July  16. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Albert  Gallatin,  July  16. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Mr.  Joseph  Nourse,  July  16. 

A proclamation,  July  9. 

General  orders,  July  29. 

From  the  Governor  to  James  Madison,  July  29. 

From  the  Governor  to  Judge  Leake,  August  8. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  W.  H.  Beaumont,  J.  P.,  July  8. 

Affidavit  of  William  Boone,  June  9. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Wm.  H.  Beaumont,  Esq.,  August  3. 
From  Governor  Holmes  to  J.  Neely,  August  10. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Mr.  Silas  Dinsmore,  August  11. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Mr.  Silas  Dinsmore,  August  13. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Joseph  Nourse,  August  13. 

General  orders,  August  1. 

Extract  from  general  orders,  August  4. 

General  orders,  August  4. 

From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  P.  Perkins,  August  21. 

From  the  Governor  to  J.  Neilly,  August  22. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Patton,  August  23. 

From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  David  Nelson,  August  26. 

From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  Gideon  Granger,  August  — . 

From  the  Governor  to  Silas  Dinsmore,  August  30. 

From  the  Governor  to  Major  Voss,  3d  Regiment,  September  6. 
General  orders,  September  6. 

Military  oiders,  September  6. 

From  the  Governor  to  Major  Hinds,  September  6. 

From  the  Governor  to  Ferdinand  L.  Claiborne,  September  8. 

From  the  Governor  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  September  10. 

From  the  Governor  to  Mr.  Taylor,  September  17.' 

From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  James  Nourse,  September  20. 

General  orders,  September  28. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant  Francis  Surget,  October  2. 

From  the  Governor  to  Benjamin  Farar,  October  3. 

From  the  Governor  to  Albert  Gallatin,  October  3. 

From  Henry  Daingerficld.  to  Silas  Dinsmore,  October  6. 
Commission,  by  Henry  Daingerfield  (Acting  Governor),  October  15. 
From  Henry  Daingerfield  to  Hon.  Walker  Leake,  October  11. 

From  Henry  Daingerfield  to  Silas  Dinsmore,  October  8. 

From  Henry  Daingerfield  to  William  Eustis,  October  20. 

From  Henry  Daingerfield  to  Samuel  Postlethwaite,  October  21. 
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From  Henry  Daingerfield  to  Benjamin  S.  Smoot,  October  22. 

Copy  of  certificate,  October  1. 

From  the  Secretary,  acting  as  Governor,  to  the  Legislature,  Novem- 
ber 7. 

From  the  Secretary,  acting  as  Governor,  to  Mr.  Mitchel,  November  21. 

From  the  Secretary,  acting  as  Governor,  to  Mr.  John  G.  Jones,  No- 
vember 22. 

From  the  Secretary,  acting  as  Governor,  to  Hon.  Walker  Leake,  No- 
vember 22. 

From  the  Secretary,  acting  as  Governor,  to  the  Legislative  Council 
and  House  of  Representatives,  November  23. 

From  the  Secretary,  acting  as  Governor,  to  Wm.  McCrorey,  Novem- 
ber 26. 

From  the  Secretary,  acting  as  Governor,  to  the  Legislative  Council, 
December  9. 

From  the  Secretary,  acting  as  Governor,  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, November  27. 

From  the  Secretary,  acting  as  Governor,  to  Wm.  B.  Shields,  Esq., 
December  17. 

From  the  Secretary,  acting  as  Governor,  to  Wm.  B.  Shields,  Esq., 
December  18. 

From  W.  B.  Shields,  Attorney-General,  to  the  Secretary,  acting  Gov- 
ernor, December  18. 

From  the  Secretary,  acting  as  Governor,  to  the  Legislative  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives,  December  18. 

From  the  Secretary  to  Mr.  Elisha  Morgan,  December  19. 

From  the  Secretary  to  Anthony  Campbell,  December  28. 

From  the  Secretary  to  Thomas  B.  Reed,  December  28. 

From  the  Secretary  to  Samuel  Brooks,  December  28. 

From  the  Secretary  to  John  Donaho,  December  28. 

1812. 

From  the  Secretary  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  January  9. 

From  the  Secretary  to  Silas  Dinsmore,  January  25. 

From  the  Secretary  to  John  Hawes,  February  3. 

From  the  Secretary  to  Benj.  S.  Smoot,  February  3. 

From  the  Secretary  to  H.  G.  Johnston,  March  10. 

From  the  Secretary  to  Samuel  Robinson,  March  10. 

From  the  Secretary  to  Gray  Briggs,  March  13. 

Commission. 

From  the  Secretary,  acting  Governor,  to  Judge  Campbell,  April  1. 

From  the  Secretary,  acting  Governor,  to  Lewis  Winston,  April  1. 

From  the  Secretary,  acting  as  Governor,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  April 

II. 

From  the  Secretary  to  Joshua  Howard,  April  30. 

Pardon,  May  5. 
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From  the  Secretary  to  Sheriff  of  Claiborne  County,  May  5. 

From  the  Secretary  to  Sheriff  of  Claiborne  County,  May  5. 

From  the  Secretary  to  Judge  Toulmin,  May  n. 

From  the  Secretary  to  Joseph  Johnston,  May  18. 

From  the  Secretary  to  William  Bates,  May  18. 

From  the  Secretary  to  General  F.  L.  Claiborne,  June  15. 
Governor  Holmes  to  William  Eustis,  June  15. 

Governor  Holmes  to  Colonel  W.  Neilson,  June  18. 

Governor  Holmes  to  Governor  Claiborne,  June  22. 

Governor  Holmes  to  Colonel  James  Caller,  June  23. 

Governor  Holmes  to  Major  John  Bowyer,  June  23. 

Governor  Holmes  to  Colonel  Covington,  June  23. 

Governor  Holmes  to  Colonel  Hawkins,  June  24. 

Governor  Holmes  to  Colonel  John  Hawes,  June  24. 

Governor  Holmes  to  Colonel  Joseph  Carson,  June  24. 

Governor  Holmes  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  June  29. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Colonel  James  Caller,  June  29. 
Governor  Holmes  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hicks,  July  6. 

Governor  Holmes  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hicks,  July  8. 

Governor  Holmes  to  D.  N.  Brazeale,  July  8. 

Governor  Holmes  to  William  Eustis,  July  10. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Colonel  G.  C.  Rupell,  July  11. 
Passport,  July  11. 

From  the  Governor  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  July  12. 

From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  Timothy  Terrett,  July  12. 

From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  Win.  Yerby,  July  12. 

General  orders,  July  14. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Caradine,  July  15. 
From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wooldridge,  July  17. 
From  the  Governor  to  Brigadier-General  F.  S.  Claiborne,  July  17. 
From  the  Governor  to  John  G.  Clarke,  July  17. 

From  the  Governor  to  Brigadier-General  Wilkinson,  July  22. 
From  the  Governor  to  Captain  David  Becket,  July  22. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  Cook,  July  22. 

From  the  Governor  to  David  Purnell,  July  23. 

Address  of  Governor  to  the  company  of  exempts,  July  26. 

From  the  Governor  to  John  Shaw,  July  27. 

Proclamation,  August  1. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  Hinds.  August  5. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Neilson.  August  5. 
From  the  Governor  to  General  James  Wilkinson,  August  5. 
From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hicks,  August  10. 
From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  John  Hawes,  August  10. 

From  the  Governor  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  August  11. 

From  the  Governor  to  General  James  Wilkinson,  August  17. 
From  the  Governor  to  General  James  Wilkinson,  August  23. 
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From  the  Governor  to  Wm.  Conner,  Esq.,  August  27. 

From  the  Governor  to  A.  H.  Holmes,  August  28. 

General  orders,  September  6. 

From  the  Governor  to  Brigadier-General  Claiborne,  September  6. 
General  orders,  September  7. 

From  the  Governor  to  General  James  Wilkinson,  September  7. 

General  orders,  September  8. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  A.  H.  Holmes,  September  9. 

From  the  Governor  to  James  Kempe,  Esq.,  September  9. 

From  the  Governor  to  Dr.  Ker,  September  9. 

From  the  Governor  to  General  James  Wilkinson,  September  14. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Regan,  September  15. 

Order,  military,  September  16. 

A proclamation,  September  17. 

General  orders,  September  18. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  A.  H.  Holmes,  September  19. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  A.  H.  Holmes,  September  19. 

From  the  Governor  to  Mr.  Robert  Andrews,  September  19. 

General  orders,  September  20. 

From  the  Governor  to  Robert  Andrews,  September  21. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant  Salvage,  September  21. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  A.  H.  Holmes,  September  21. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  Dorman,  September  21. 

From  the  Governor  to  Silas  Dinsmore,  September  21. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  A.  H.  Holmes,  September  23. 

General  orders  (duplicate),  September  23. 

From  the  Governor  to  Theodore  Brightwell,  September  26. 

From  the  Governor  to  Mr.  Cowan,  agent,  September  26. 

General  orders,  September  27. 

Order  to  Brigadier-General  Claiborne,  September  23. 

From  the  Governor  to  Mr.  Cowan,  agent,  September  26. 

General  orders,  September  27. 

From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  Caller,  September  27. 

From  the  Governor  to  Harry  Toulmin,  Esq.,  September  28. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  Hawes,  September  28. 
From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  Carson,  September  28. 

From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  W.  Eustis,  September  29. 

From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  W.  Eustis,  September  29. 

From  the  Governor  to  Robert  Andrews,  Esq.,  September  30. 

From  the  Governor  to  General  Wilkinson,  October  6. 

From  the  Governor  to  W.  C.  C.  Claiborne,  October  6. 

From  the  Governor  to  Silas  Dinsmore,  October  6. 

From  the  Governor  to  Brigadier-General  Claiborne,  October  6. 

From  the  Governor  to  William  Eustis,  October  7. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  R.  Jones,  October  9. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wood,  October  10. 

General  orders,  October  12. 
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From  the  Governor  to  General  Claiborne,  October  14. 

General  orders,  October  14. 

From  the  Governor  to  General  Claiborne,  October  15. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  Kempe,  October  15. 

General  orders,  October  16. 

From  the  Governor  to  Brigadier-General  Wilkinson,  October  19. 
From  the  Governor  to  Brigadier-General  Wilkinson,  October  19. 
General  orders,  October  20. 

From  the  Governor  to  General  Claiborne,  October  20. 

General  orders,  October  21. 

General  orders,  October  22. 

From  the  Governor  to  Robert  Andrews,  Esq.,  October  26. 

From  the  Governor  to  General  Claiborne,  November  1. 

From  the  Governor  to  John  Brant,  Esq.,  November  1. 

General  orders,  November  3. 

Governor’s  communication  to  the  Legislature,  November  3. 

From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  F.  S.  Claiborne,  November  4. 
From  the  Governor  to  General  Wilkinson,  November  4. 

From  the  Governor  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  November  7. 
From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  William  Eustis,  November  10. 
Communication  to  the  Legislature,  November  12. 

From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  William  Eustis,  November  17. 
Pardon,  November  19. 

From  the  Governor  to  Samuel  Lacey,  Esq.,  December  7. 

From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  Davis  Wilkinson,  December  10. 
From  the  Governor  to  Silas  Dinsmore,  December  15. 

Commission,  December  25. 

General  orders,  October  24. 


1813. 

From  the  Governor  to  Joseph  Briggs,  January  6. 

From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  William  Eustis,  January  6. 
General  orders,  January  9. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  Daniel  Hughes,  January  18. 
From  the  Governor  to  James  Caller,  January  25. 

General  orders,  January  26. 

From  the  Governor  to  Major  Neal,  February  1. 

From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  Covington,  February  1. 

From  the  Governor  to  Major  Nathaniel  Ware,  February  1. 
From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  Caller,  February  2. 

From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  Coffee,  February  12. 

From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  Covington,  February  12. 

From  the  Governor  to  General  Claiborne,  February  20. 

From  the  Governor  to  General  Claiborne,  February  22. 

From  the  Governor  tc  General  Andrew  Jackson,  February  22. 
From  the  Governor  to  Robert  Andrews,  Esq.,  February  22. 
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From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  Neilson,  March  i. 

From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  Skinner,  March  13. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carson,  March  13. 

From  the  Governor  to  Major-General  Jackson,  March  16. 

From  the  Governor  to  Samuel  Brooks,  March  23. 

From  the  Governor  to  Thomas  Hardesty,  March  30. 

From  the  Governor  to  Ed.  Turner,  Esq.,  March  31. 

From  the  Governor  to  Nathaniel  A.  Ware,  April  8. 

From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  John  Armstrong,  April  9. 

From  the  Governor  to  James  Monroe,  April  14. 

From  the  Governor  to  Maurices  Tunija,  April  30. 

Commission,  May  1. 

Commission,  May  1. 

From  the  Governor  to  J.  Lyon,  Esq.,  May  2. 

From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  James  Monroe,  May  2. 

From  the  Governor  to  General  W.  C.  C.  Claiborne.  May  17. 

From  the  Governor  to  Judge  Josias  Gray,  May  29. 

Certificate  relative  to  Geo.  Poindexter,  June  1. 

From  the  Governor  to  J.  A.  Girault,  Esq.,  June  7. 

From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  Peter  Perkins,  June  8. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nixon,  June  9. 

From  the  Governor  to  the  Governor  of  Kentucky,  June  14. 

From  the  Governor  to  Clerk  of  Hancock  County,  June  19. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Neilson,  June  24. 

From  the  Governor  to  Joseph  Roberts,  Esq.,  June  24. 

From  the  Governor  to  Mr.  Peter  Isler,  June  26. 

From  the  Governor  to  the  Great  Mingo  Puckshunnubia,  June  26. 
From  the  Governor  to  Mr.  Turner  Brashears,  June  26. 

A proclamation,  June  30. 

From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  John  Steele,  June  7. 

From  the  Governor  to  Joseph  Briggs,  Esq.,  July  1. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stockett,  July  2. 

From  the  Governor  to  Major  Nathaniel  A.  Ware,  July  3. 

From  the  Governor  to  James  Carraway,  Esq.,  July  3. 

From  the  Governor  to  Governor  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne,  July  5. 
From  the  Governor  to  Brigadier-General  Flournoy,  July  6. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  Witherspoon,  July  7. 
From  the  Governor  to  Willis  Blount,  July  8. 

From  the  Governor  to  John  Bunch,  Esq.,  July  9. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Perkins,  July  9. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Perkins,  July  12. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Burrus,  July  12. 

From  the  Governor  to  Mr.  W.  L.  Andrews,  July  13. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Perkins,  July  13. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Burrus,  July  13. 

From  the  Governor  to  Major  Read.  July  13. 

From  the  Governor  to  Governor  Caliborne,  July  15. 
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From  the  Governor  to  General  Claiborne,  July  15. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  James  Powell,  July  20. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  William  Bates,  July  20. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  James  Caller,  July  21. 

From  the  Governor  to  General  F.  L.  Claiborne,  July  22. 

From  the  Governor  to  William  Hildreth,  Esq.,  July  22. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Favre,  July  22. 

From  the  Governor  to  General  Flournoy,  July  24. 

From  the  Governor  to  Honorable  John  Armstrong,  July  26. 

From  the  Governor  to  Honorable  Harry  Toulmin,  July  26. 

From  the  Governor  to  General  Thomas  Flournoy,  July  26. 

From  the  Governor  to  Honorable  John  Armstrong,  July  27. 

From  the  Governor  to  Air.  Peter  P.  Pollard,  July  29. 

From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  Harry  Toulmin,  July  29. 

From  the  Governor  to  John  Ford,  Esq.,  August  1. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Geo.  H.  Mixon,  August  1. 
From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  Harry  Toulmin,  August  1. 

From  the  Governor  to  Brigadier-General  Thomas  Flournoy,  August  2. 
Fro  mthe  Governor  to  Hon.  Harry  Toulmin,  August  3. 

From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  John  Armstrong,  August  3. 

From  the  Governor  to  Mr.  Turner  Brashears,  August  3. 

From  the  Governor  to  Mr.  Cowan,  August  4. 

From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  Constant,  August  5. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Geo.  H.  Nixon,  August  6. 
From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  Constant,  August  6. 

From  the  Governor  to  Major  P.  Hill,  August  7. 

From  the  Governor,  Military  Order  to  Lieutenant-Colonels  1st,  2d,  3d, 
4th  and  5th  Regiments,  August  8. 

From  the  Governor  to  Mr.  John  Walker,  August  9. 

From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  John  Armstrong,  August  10. 

General  orders,  August  10. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stockett,  August  11. 

General  orders,  August  11. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  Dunn,  August  11. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nelson,  August  11. 

From  the  Governor  to  Anthony  Campbell,  August  11. 

From  the  Governor  to  Major  Hill,  August  11. 

From  the  Governor  to  Mr.  Geo.  Farragut,  August  11. 

General  orders,  August  11. 

From  the  Governor  to  Brigadier-General  Ferd.  L.  Claiborne,  August  11. 
From  the  Governor  to  Brigadier-General  Flournoy,  August  12. 

From  the  Governor  to  Mr.  John  Ford,  August  12. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Weatherspoon,  August  13. 
From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hicks,  August  17. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carradine,  August  17. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carradine,  August  19. 
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From  the  Governor  to  Captain  Hinds,  August  19. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stockett,  August  20. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Weatherspoon,  August  21. 
From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Regan,  August  24. 

From  the  Governor  to  Robert  Andrews,  Esq.,  August  24. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  Daniel  Burnet,  August  26. 

From  the  Governor  to  John  B.  Taylor,  August  28. 

From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  John  Armstrong,  August  30. 

From  the  Governor  to  Brigadier-General  Flournoy,  August  30. 

From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  Harry  Toulmin,  September  3. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  Jos.  P.  Kennedy,  September  3. 

General  orders,  September  4. 

From  the  Governor  to  General  Flournoy,  September  6. 

From  the  Governor  to  Turner  Brashears,  September  8. 

Commission,  September  8. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rupell,  September  10. 
From  the  Governor  to  Captain  Hinds,  September  10. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  Jas.  K.  Cooke,  September  10. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  James  Kempe,  September  10. 

From  the  Governor  to  Mr.  Moses  T.  Hogshead,  September  11. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  Richardson,  September  11. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  Dunn,  September  11. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  Downs,  September  11. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nelson,  September  11. 
From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  James  I.  Mitchell,  September  12. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant  Timothy  P.  B radish,  September  12. 
From  the  Governor  to  Josias  H.  McComas,  September  12. 

From  the  Governor  to  Brigadier-General  Flournoy,  September  12. 
From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  Nelson,  September  12. 

Order  (money)  to  Hon.  John  Armstrong,  September  13. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  Downs,  September  13. 

From  the  Governor  to  General  Claiborne,  September  13. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stockett,  September  13. 
From  the  Governor  to  J.  G.  Richardson,  September  14. 

From  the  Governor  to  John  Armstrong,  September  14. 

From  the  Governor  to  Doct.  Lewis,  September  14. 

From  the  Governor  to  Robert  Andrews,  September  14. 

General  orders,  September  15. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hicks,  September  15. 

From  the  Governor  to  James  Kerchival,  Esq.,  September  15. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carradine,  September  16. 
From  the  Governor  to  Air.  James  Kerchival,  September  16. 

From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  Weatherspoon,  September  16. 

Order  (for  money)  to  John  Armstrong,  September  16. 

From  the  Governor  to  Mr.  James  Kerchival.  September  16. 

From  the  Governor  to  Colonel  Regan,  September  17. 
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From  the  Governor  to  Captain  Richardson  or  Captain  Dunn,  Septem- 
ber 17. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fleming,  September  17. 

From  the  Governor  to  Robert  Andrews,  Esq.,  September  17. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carradine,  September  17. 
From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carradine,  September  17. 
From  the  Governor  to  Coionel  Rupell,  September  17. 

From  the  Governor  to  Major  Hinds,  September  17. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fleming,  September  17. 

From  the  Governor  to  Commanding  Officer  at  Liberty,  September  14. 
From  the  Governor  to  Col.  Percy,  September  16. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Regan,  September  17. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rupell,  September  17. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clinch,  September  17. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nelson,  October  7. 

From  the  Governor  to  Major  Hinds,  September  18. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carradine,  September  18. 
From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stockett,  September  21. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nelson,  September  21. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nixon,  September  21. 

From  the  Governor  to  Henry  Daingerfield,  Esq.,  September  21. 

General  orders,  September  22. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nixon,  September  22. 
General  orders,  September  22. 

From  the  Governor  to  Commanding  General  at  Fort  Stoddart,  Septem- 
ber 23. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Rupell,  September  23. 

From  the  Governor  to  Major  Hinds,  September  23. 

From  the  Governor  to  John  Ford,  Esq.,  September  23. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nixon,  September  25. 

From  the  Governor  to  Mr.  Thomas  Powell;  September  27. 

From  the  Governor  to  Hon.  John  Armstrong,  September  28. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nelson,  October  1. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stockett,  October  3. 

From  the  Governor  to  Mr.  McComas,  October  4. 

From  the  Governor  to  General  Andrew  Jackson,  October  5. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stockett,  October  6. 

From  the  Governor  to  Major  Fraik,  October  6. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Witherspoon,  October  7. 
From  the  Governor  to  Mr.  Turner  Brashears,  October  8. 

From  the  Governor  to  Mmtaleatative  and  Pushematahaw,  October  8. 
From  the  Governor  to  Mr.  John  Pitchlyn,  October  8. 

Proclamation.  October  8. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Nixon,  October  11. 

From  the  Governor  to  Sol.  Ford.  Esq.,  October  11. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Perkins,  October  12. 
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From  the  Governor  to  Governor  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne,  October  12. 
From  the  Governor  to  General  Flournoy,  October  12. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  Downs,  October  13. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  Downs,  October  14. 

From  the  Governor  to  Mr.  Solomon  Ford,  October  14. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stockett,  October  14. 
From  Governor  Holmes  to  Captain  Downs,  October  16. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Major  Arbuckle,  October  17. 

From  Governor  Holmes  to  Mr.  Scranton  (agent),  October  17. 

A proclamation,  October  18. 

From  the  Governor  to  Turner  Brashears,  October  19. 

From  the  Governor  to  Mr.  Scranton  (agent),  October  19. 

From  the  Governor  to  Turner  Brashears,  October  20. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sessions,  October  20. 
From  the  Governor  to  John  Hankinson,  Esq.,  October  20. 

From  the  Governor  to  Mr.  A.  Scranton,  October  20. 

From  the  Governor  to  Major  Arbuckle,  October  20. 

Exchange — John  Armstrong,  October  20. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Witherspoon,  October  22. 
From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hicks,  October  22. 
General  orders,  October  26. 

General  orders,  October  26. 

From  the  Governor  to  Captain  Downs,  October  26. 

From  the  Governor  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Regan,  October  18. 
Exchange  to  Hon.  John  Armstrong,  October  20. 

From  Henry  Daingerfield  to  Secretary  of  War, 
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